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(excellent results and motivated parents), Russell Primary 
(child-centred with separate SEN unit) and The Queen’s 
School Kew (all-round excellence). Though with the 
additions of some new free schools, including Deer Park, 
there is slightly less pressure for places now.

Independent schools range from The Mall in Twickenham 
and the co-educational Kew Green Prep, to the highly 
thought of Unicorn School on Kew Road. Of course, it is 
also home to serious heavy-hitters in the secondary tier, 
not least The Harrodian and Hampton, whose reputations 
on the river are echoed by their academic results,  
now going from strength to strength.

The educational offerings are as diverse as the Richmond 
Park flora, but with such high standards the issue is more 
likely to be deciding which house in which catchment area.

Straddling both sides of the Thames, Richmond’s borough 
limits can confuse even locals, and it’s made more 
confusing educationally by cross-borough collaboration. 
Richmond and Kingston pool services for learning support 
– an apparently sensible coalition. 

The Richmond comprehensives have perked up to no end 
in recent years, thanks in part to strategic partnerships 
between top performers and needier establishments, 
though generally there is still a little work to do borough-
wide. Primary schools, meanwhile, continue to be 
oversubscribed and – with annual stories of place-less 
reception children – living as close as possible to your 
preferred school is essential…  consider a dustbin in the 
playground, but it would still need its own postcode. 

There are several primaries south of the river:  
St Elizabeth’s Catholic Primary, Sheen Mount Primary 

Education Overview

Selected Local Schools

Hampton School 
An independent school for 1,270 boys aged from 11 to 19.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Hampton is riding high. Though the head is conscious that 
“We can sometimes hide our light under a bushel here,” 
they would be justified in shouting their achievements 
from the rooftops. There is currently a real energy about 
the school and boys appeared to be genuinely happy.  
One of the aims of the school is for Hamptonians to strive 
“for personal success while supporting those around them.” 
If the boys who showed us around are anything to go by, 
they are accomplishing their goal admirably. 

Head: Mr Kevin Knibbs 
Hanworth Road, Hampton, TW12 3HD

The Harrodian School 
An independent day school for 1,015 boys and girls  
aged from 4 to 18.

The Good Schools Guide says…

The house system, alongside swimming galas and 
sports events, sees a flourishing array of staff and pupils 
zealously throwing themselves into planning and meetings. 
The pupils appreciate the house bake off, pumpkin carving 
competition, drama, music and quizzes. Parents like the fact  
“kids organise assemblies and ensure all children perform 
in front of one another.” There are timetabled citizenship 
lessons for Year 9 and circle time for younger pupils.  
A student council meets regularly.

Head: Mr James Hooke 
Lonsdale Road, London, SW13 9QN

Kew Green Preparatory School 
An independent school for 280 boys and girls aged  
from 4 to 11.

The Good Schools Guide says…

The ethos, which aims to be the same as its two sister schools, 
is all about increasing self-esteem, encouraging children 
to be confident to ask questions and make mistakes, 
without feeling intimidated – all with the overall aim of 
enabling them to flourish, not just as learners, but people. 
“This is a school that’s all about celebrating attitude and 
effort, not just what is actually achieved,” raved one 
parent. Parents like that the raison d’être is not getting 
bums on seats in the premiership senior schools,  
despite the fact that they do get many kids in.

Head: Mr Jem Peck 
Ferry Lane, Kew Green, Richmond, TW9 3AF

Latchmere School 
A state school for 940 boys and girls aged from 3 to 11.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Though fab new buildings’ help, what really rocks the 
parents’ boats is success with less conventional pupils.  
“Schools can all do the straightforward ones,” reckoned 
one mother, “what counts is how good they are with the 
off the peg kids.” The Latchmere aims (learning, local 
community, laughter, loyalty, love and leadership) are 
often recited. Resulting confidence is unmissable,  
pupils are a winningly well-mannered bunch, helped to 
become so by oft-stressed emphasis on social skills.  
Very oversubscribed, with 500 applying for 120 reception 
places and not a hope for anyone living more than a 
kilometre away.

Head: Mrs Julie Ritchie 
Latchmere Road, Kingston, Surrey, KT2 5TT

The Tiffin Girls’ School 
A state school for 1,115 girls aged from 11 to 18.

The Good Schools Guide says…

The painted towers of flower pots outside and mouth-
watering display of knitted, ceramic and papier-mâché 
cakes in the foyer (theme: indulgence) are pointers for  
the scope, variety and general excitement of life inside.  
Within minutes of arrival, we’d seen a catwalk rehearsal 
(pupils preparing to model pupils’ creations) and been 
treated to an astonishing and moving drama club 
improvisation. Let’s not beat about the bush –  
fabulous results are the alpha and omega here,  
no fidgeting, just immersion so total that visitors can 
tiptoe in and out again, pretty much unnoticed.

Head: Mr Ian Keary 
Richmond Road, Kingston, Surrey, KT2 5PL

The Mall School 
An independent school for 280 boys aged from 4 to 13.

The Good Schools Guide says…

In the pre-prep, everyone has a hot lunch in the newly 
decorated basement where once a week there is a ‘top 
table’ for the four boys who have managed to avoid spag 
bol down their fronts and the temptation to talk with their 
mouths full. In the prep school there is enthusiastic praise 
for the teaching handed out all round – “the academics 
are extraordinary” – but French taught in French by 
Frenchwomen (“part of the DNA of the school,” said the 
head) probably scores highest, swiftly followed by every 
other subject on the curriculum.

Head: Mr David Price 
Hampton Road, Twickenham, TW2 5NQ

THE GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE

John D Wood & Co. would like to thank the Good Schools Guide who have shared their expertise. All views and opinions expressed are of the Good Schools Guide, 
to read these school reviews in full or to speak with an education consultant, visit www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk



Can you spot the good schools?
We can.

£5 off + one month free online access to UK school 
reviews when you buy London North or South books 
Discount code: JDW5 www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk

Housing, Schooling & Higher Education 
Educated Investment - Property performance close to independent schools

ANEISHA BEVERIDGE 
Head of Research

Living near schools and universities is a good enough 

reason to want to invest in a property if you or your 

children are studying. However, there are reasons to 

believe that homes close to independent schools tend to 

hold their value better and recover faster than average 

in the UK. That’s not necessarily because of the school 

but rather the fact that the schools and homes are in 

desirable areas for other reasons.

There is not necessarily a causal link between the 

performance of independent schools and local property 

markets. Unlike state schools, there are no catchment 

areas, often the critical factor impacting neighbouring 

house prices, plus children often have the opportunity 

to board at an independent school. However, there 

is a strong correlation between the desirability of an 

area and the existence of good independent schools, 

and consequently is a major factor impacting the 

performance of property markets.

Across England and Wales, outside of the super prime 

market, the average price of a home in Q1 2019 stood 

at £214,900, but where a property is close to an 

independent school, this increases to £289,900 –  

a £75,000 difference. In London, the gap widens further 

with the average home in the capital reaching £475,500 

in Q1 2019, but located near an independent school the 

average home costs £883,000 - 86% more. In the South 

East, a home situated near an independent school costs 

£502,500, while in the South West, it costs £325,600 

on average. In the last ten years, homes situated near 

independent schools have outperformed the wider 

UK average. Across England and Wales, house prices 

have risen 19% since 2008, but house prices close to 

independent schools have risen to 34% and shown a 

faster rate of recovery than average house prices.

The same is true in London. House prices in the capital 

have increased 61% since 2008, but those homes situated 

near independent schools have seen a 76% rise. Prices 

near famous schools such as Westminster, St Pauls and 

Harrow, have risen 113%, 63% and 43% respectively, over 

the last ten years, but homes outside of London have 

seen slower price growth. Prices near Eton College, 

Cheltenham Ladies College and Marlborough College, 

have risen 24%, 22% and 27% respectively.

Contact your local office for all your property needs

Richmond
020 8940 6611

richmond@johndwood.co.uk

St. Margarets
020 8618 4560

stmargarets@johndwood.co.uk


