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table for A Level results and has nurtured the female 
intellectual talents of Baroness Neuberger, Fay Weldon  
and unconventional actress, Helena Bonham-Carter.

Younger boys can benefit from a Catholic education at  
St Anthony’s Prep or St Mary’s School – co-educational 
until they reach 7 – both which offer a similar Catholic 
ethos and are well regarded in the independent faith 
sector, with the latter having the added bonus of its 
own chapel. For secular small persons of both sexes, 
the Academy School provides a consistently high-rated 
offering, focussing on pupils’ individuality in small, 
supportive classes.

The heaviest hitter for boys (girls in the Sixth Form), 
 is probably University College School. Founded by 
Jeremy Bentham, its record speaks for itself.

Despite its bucolic name, Primrose Hill is largely inhabited 
by the more bohemian and intellectual wing of the 
capital’s professional classes so, unsurprisingly, Camden is 
home to some of the lesser-vaunted but no less impressive 
of London’s schools. 

Once known as a black hole for good state education,  
this is changing. Primaries such as William Tynedale and 
Hugh Middleton are worth moving house for, alongside a 
clutch of church schools including St Peter and St Paul (RC). 
Highbury Fields is an up and coming comprehensive,  
and St Mary Magdalen is a good all-through school with 
an international flavour.

As one might expect, the independent sector caters to 
educationally discerning parents who also tend to favour 
South Hampstead High and its eponymous prep department 
for their girls. It regularly sits near the top of the national 

Education Overview

Selected Local Schools

Holy Trinity & St Silas School (C of E) 
A state school for 210 boys and girls aged from 4 to 11.

The Good Schools Guide says…

All the arts are fundamental to the curriculum. Music is 
central to the school and one parent told us that music 
largely formed her decision to send her daughter there, 
“The school just feels amazing when you walk in.  
There is the sound of laughter and always someone 
playing the piano or another instrument.” Painting even 
spills out into the large urban playground (underneath 
the rattling of the Camden Overground train), where one 
inner-city wall has been reborn as a rural, summer scene 
(with a 3D vegetable plot to extend the experience). 

Head: Ms Lorraine Dolan 
Hartland Road, London, NW1 8DE

St Anthony’s Preparatory School (RC) 
An independent school for 300 boys aged from 4 to 13.

The Good Schools Guide says…

One of the head’s early moves was to triple the number of 
music lessons, and the fact that the school also acquired 
a grand piano and built a new music studio left no doubt 
that he and the governors were dead set on protecting 
the school’s reputation as a bastion of the creative arts. 
One parent said, “The place fosters individuality but 
they also foster awareness of others. My sons’ friends at 
the school were all lovely kids.” “Terms like ‘wacky’ and 
‘bohemian’ fall too easily from the lips,” chuckled the head.

Head: Mr Paul Kyte 
Fitzjohn’s Avenue, London, NW3 6NP

The Camden School for Girls 
A state school for 1,000 girls aged from 11 to 18.

The Good Schools Guide says…

It pulls off the difficult job of being a hugely popular,  
high achieving, all ability comprehensive, benefitting from 
the support of a greater range of well-known and inspiring 
alumnae than most independent schools. The main school 
is hugely diverse ethnically and socially, including many 
middle-class families who did a tactical move to the area 
during the late primary school years, plus large numbers 
who speak other languages e.g. Bengali, Greek or Somali 
at home. Parents said, “Very good for independent 
minded, critical students but possibly not a good school 
for the very shy.”

Head: Ms Elizabeth Kitcatt 
Sandall Road, London, NW5 2DB

University College School 
An independent school for boys aged from 11 to 18 with  
a linked junior school.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Much teaching material tailor-made by school’s own 
staff – that’s proper teaching. Universal praise for the 
English department “It’s phenomenal,” drooled a parent. 
Very good languages department and exchange system. 
Mandarin is growing seriously now, and Italian is now an 
option in Year 9 and beyond. DT and art are outstanding, 
with evident creativity, freedom and an experimental 
ethos – the department has more the air of an art college 
than a school. Some wonderfully bizarre and arresting 
work in the art department and all good stimulating stuff.

Head: Mr Mark Beard 
Frognal, London, NW3 6XH

South Hampstead High School 
An independent school for 675 girls aged from 11 to 18 
with a linked junior school.

The Good Schools Guide says…

A tradition of celebrating girls’ education and 
empowerment, with a suffrage week of events to mark  
the centenary of women gaining the vote. “You learn  
early on about the value of women, virtually all the girls 
here would say they’re a feminist,” said a Sixth Former.  
Recent production of ‘Made in Dagenham’ – based on  
the 1968 sewing machinists’ strike for equal pay at 
the Ford factory in Dagenham – was deemed “very 
impressive.” Situated in a multi-storey glass and red-brick 
home, the school is full of light and air, that rises from an 
underground sports hall to a rooftop garden. 

Head: Mrs Victoria Bingham 
Maresfield Gardens, London, NW3 5SS

Trevor-Roberts School 
An independent school for 180 boys and girls aged  
from 5 to 13.

The Good Schools Guide says…

The atmosphere is civilised but structured, “It’s a nice  
mix of the very strict and the nurturing and kind – 
teachers are always willing to talk things through,”  
quoted a parent. Often the school of choice for the liberal, 
media intelligentsia, the type of parent who genuinely 
believes in well-rounded education, not the rush to the 
top of the league tables. The founder’s own home is a 
fine example of Arts and Crafts, and still offers delightful 
domestic interiors with William Morris wallpaper in the 
front hall and mid-century classic tables used instead  
of desks in the top forms.

Head: Mr Simon Trevor-Roberts 
Eton Avenue, London, NW3 3ET
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Can you spot the good schools?
We can.

£5 off + one month free online access to UK school 
reviews when you buy London North or South books 
Discount code: JDW5 www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk

Housing, Schooling & Higher Education 
Educated Investment - Property performance close to independent schools

ANEISHA BEVERIDGE 
Head of Research

Living near schools and universities is a good enough 

reason to want to invest in a property if you or your 

children are studying. However, there are reasons to 

believe that homes close to independent schools tend to 

hold their value better and recover faster than average 

in the UK. That’s not necessarily because of the school 

but rather the fact that the schools and homes are in 

desirable areas for other reasons.

There is not necessarily a causal link between the 

performance of independent schools and local property 

markets. Unlike state schools, there are no catchment 

areas, often the critical factor impacting neighbouring 

house prices, plus children often have the opportunity 

to board at an independent school. However, there 

is a strong correlation between the desirability of an 

area and the existence of good independent schools, 

and consequently is a major factor impacting the 

performance of property markets.

Across England and Wales, outside of the super prime 

market, the average price of a home in Q1 2019 stood 

at £214,900, but where a property is close to an 

independent school, this increases to £289,900 –  

a £75,000 difference. In London, the gap widens further 

with the average home in the capital reaching £475,500 

in Q1 2019, but located near an independent school the 

average home costs £883,000 - 86% more. In the South 

East, a home situated near an independent school costs 

£502,500, while in the South West, it costs £325,600 

on average. In the last ten years, homes situated near 

independent schools have outperformed the wider 

UK average. Across England and Wales, house prices 

have risen 19% since 2008, but house prices close to 

independent schools have risen to 34% and shown a 

faster rate of recovery than average house prices.

The same is true in London. House prices in the capital 

have increased 61% since 2008, but those homes situated 

near independent schools have seen a 76% rise. Prices 

near famous schools such as Westminster, St Pauls and 

Harrow, have risen 113%, 63% and 43% respectively, over 

the last ten years, but homes outside of London have 

seen slower price growth. Prices near Eton College, 

Cheltenham Ladies College and Marlborough College, 

have risen 24%, 22% and 27% respectively.

Contact your local office for all your property needs — Primrose Hill | 020 7586 9060 | primrosehill@johndwood.co.uk


