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at Magdalen College School (day) joined by girls in the 
Sixth Form. The city’s co-educational independent senior 
schools are in Summertown: St Edward’s – known by  
all as Teddies – has the majority of pupils boarding,  
and Overbroek’s where despite being progressive 
– everyone on first name terms – there is no bar to 
academic excellence.

City preps include the mighty Dragon School – alma mater 
of a wonderfully eclectic mix – and boys’ prep Summer 
Fields (boarding), both of which have enviable acres of 
prime riverside and green space. Tucked away among 
Oxford’s colleges are two boys’ choir schools – New College 
School and Christ Church Cathedral School – which provide 
an exemplary musical education for singers and non-
alike singers. Almost all the famous names in the Oxford 
educational world now open their doors to girls, leaving 
Summer Fields as the bastion of male only schooling.

Oxford’s reputation for educational excellence applies 
to the city’s schools as well as its university. The quiet, 
leafy streets just beyond the University Parks are home 
to several long established and very popular independent 
prep and senior schools. Oxford’s state schools,  
though improving, remain something of a mixed bag,  
but the ever popular Cherwell School (now an academy) 
was judged ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted at its last inspection.  
Many of the city’s primary schools have also been rated  
as ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’. 

Those who can afford the fees – and many will re-
mortgage, work six jobs or call on grandparents to do it 
– have an inspiring choice of independent senior schools. 
Girls are particularly fortunate with options that range 
from bijoux Rye St Antony School and Wychwood School 
(both day and boarding) to academic powerhouses such 
as Headington School (day and boarding) and Oxford 
High School (day). The brightest boys compete for places 

Education Overview

Selected Local Schools

The Cherwell School 
A state school for 1,980 boys and girls aged from 11 to 18.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Gadget lovers needn’t fear, there’s a ‘nerd corner’ (their 
words, not ours) for keen gamers who can bring their DS 
into school and compete against each other thanks to the 
magic of Bluetooth. Old fashioned tactics working well, for 
instance the recent focus on readiness to learn, with pupils 
made to enter classrooms calmly and silently in single 
file and being reminded of the importance of eye contact 
and attention to detail in routines. “Truly comprehensive 
and proudly so,” said the head – and to us, this sums up 
Cherwell.

Head: Mr Chris Price 
Marston Ferry Road, Oxford, OX2 7EE

New College School 
An independent school for 160 boys aged from 4 to 13.

The Good Schools Guide says…

The head maintains that this is a ‘relatively unselective’ 
school, but as this is Oxford, the parent demographic 
probably ensures a ready supply of curious minds and 
high expectations. Whilst boys don’t need to be musical 
to join NCS, the professionalism of the choristers and 
calibre of music teaching mean that it’s highly likely they 
will be by the time they leave. Even the tiny pre-preppers 
have two music lessons a week (one singing, one formal) 
and perform in their own nativity play as well as an annual 
‘showcase’, so naturally by Year 3 they’re ready for Gilbert 
and Sullivan.

Head: Mr Robert Gullifer 
Savile Road, Oxford, OX1 3UA

Dragon School 
An independent day and boarding school for 825 boys 
and girls aged from 4 to 13.

The Good Schools Guide says…

The Dragon remains the choice for the social elite of 
Oxford – if you want to be invited to the smartest dinner 
parties, this is your school. Happy, free-range children 
roaming around, unrestricted by petty rules or health and 
safety restrictions, having a jolly time; playing by the river 
is still possible as long as a child can swim two lengths 
of the pool fully clothed. Senior schools take note of the 
Dragon’s reports and trust their judgement, but this isn’t 
a school whose priority is to get children into the most 
academic local seniors.

Head: Dr Crispin Hyde-Dunn 
Bardwell Road, Oxford, OX2 6SS

Oxford High School 
An independent school for 600 girls aged from 11 to 18 
with a linked junior school.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Inevitably, given its central Oxford location, OHS has a 
reputation for being the bluestocking school. And what’s 
wrong with that? It’s hardly an insult to be linked to a 
movement that championed women’s education and 
no one could accuse OHS girls of being dull or frumpy. 
Teaching is taken ‘beyond the curriculum,’ and staff enjoy 
the opportunity to lead (or possibly follow) girls off-
piste academically. We have heard mixed reports about 
sport, some feeling that it doesn’t quite match up to the 
standard of academics (rather a tall order).

Head: Dr Philip Hills 
Belbroughton Road, Oxford, OX2 6XA

St Edward’s School Oxford 
An independent day and boarding school for 700 boys 
and girls aged from 13 to 18.

The Good Schools Guide says…

‘Teddies’, as St Edward’s is affectionately known, has a 
reputation for being somewhat gentler on the old grey 
matter than many of its near competitors. This may be 
true, but even parents who welcome a school that is 
‘forgiving’ on entry expect best possible results on exit. 
Fortunately, that’s what Teddies delivers. Dead Poets 
Society this isn’t, there is a syllabus to follow and boxes to 
be ticked – plenty of routine revision, past papers, chalk 
and talk during our pre-exams visit.

Head: Mr Stephen Jones 
Woodstock Road, Oxford, OX2 7NN

Rye St Antony School 
An independent school for 280 girls aged from 3 to 19 
and 40 boys aged from 3 to 11.

The Good Schools Guide says…

One parent told us, “There’s a little bit of magic at Rye,” 
and we definitely sensed a special and unique ‘girls own’ 
atmosphere – an inexplicable feeling of sisterhood that 
can clearly be traced back to the founder and very first 
headmistress, Elizabeth Rendall, of whom a wonderfully 
atmospheric photographic portrait (complete with packet 
of cigarettes in foreground) presides over the entrance 
hall. Arts are taken seriously and ‘very strong’. Drama is on 
the curriculum from reception.

Head: Mrs Sarah Ryan 
Pullen’s Lane, Oxford, OX3 0BY
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Can you spot the 
good schools?
We can.
£10 off + one month’s free access to UK school reviews 
online when you buy The Good Schools Guide book.  
Discount code: JDW10 www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk

Housing, Schooling & Higher Education 
Educated Investment - Property performance close to independent schools

ANEISHA BEVERIDGE 
Head of Research

Living near schools and universities is a good enough 

reason to want to invest in a property if you or your 

children are studying. However, there are reasons to 

believe that homes close to independent schools tend to 

hold their value better and recover faster than average 

in the UK. That’s not necessarily because of the school 

but rather the fact that the schools and homes are in 

desirable areas for other reasons.

There is not necessarily a causal link between the 

performance of independent schools and local property 

markets. Unlike state schools, there are no catchment 

areas, often the critical factor impacting neighbouring 

house prices, plus children often have the opportunity 

to board at an independent school. However, there 

is a strong correlation between the desirability of an 

area and the existence of good independent schools, 

and consequently is a major factor impacting the 

performance of property markets.

Across England and Wales, outside of the super prime 

market, the average price of a home in Q1 2019 stood 

at £214,900, but where a property is close to an 

independent school, this increases to £289,900 –  

a £75,000 difference. In London, the gap widens further 

with the average home in the capital reaching £475,500 

in Q1 2019, but located near an independent school the 

average home costs £883,000 - 86% more. In the South 

East, a home situated near an independent school costs 

£502,500, while in the South West, it costs £325,600 

on average. In the last ten years, homes situated near 

independent schools have outperformed the wider 

UK average. Across England and Wales, house prices 

have risen 19% since 2008, but house prices close to 

independent schools have risen to 34% and shown a 

faster rate of recovery than average house prices.

The same is true in London. House prices in the capital 

have increased 61% since 2008, but those homes situated 

near independent schools have seen a 76% rise. Prices 

near famous schools such as Westminster, St Pauls and 

Harrow, have risen 113%, 63% and 43% respectively, over 

the last ten years, but homes outside of London have 

seen slower price growth. Prices near Eton College, 

Cheltenham Ladies College and Marlborough College, 

have risen 24%, 22% and 27% respectively.

Contact your local office for all your property needs — Oxford | 01865 311522 | oxford@johndwood.co.uk


