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Park. Cardinal Vaughan achieves consistently high results, 
is tightly disciplined and the number one choice of school 
for the children of several prominent political figures. 

Independent schools range from Chepstow House, 
Falkner House and Glendower to the justifiably over-
subscribed Notting Hill Prep. At secondary level, you can 
choose from well-known names such as Queen’s Gate and 
More House… or for an international start in life, the Lycée 
Francais Charles de Gaulle. Later in a school career there 
is a great choice of less structured Sixth Form alternatives 
including the tiny but wonderful Westminster Tutors, MPW, 
Ashbourne Independent School or Collingham College.

All told, whichever sector you prefer for your child you  
can find somewhere as inspirational as it is challenging.

The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea has a very 
diverse population. Half of the residents educate their 
children privately, half of the state school pupils receive 
free school meals and half of the borough’s children go to 
secondary school in another borough. 

Of the six mainstream secondaries, only Holland Park 
and the relatively young Kensington Aldridge Academy 
(started in September 2014 near Ladbroke Grove) are 
non-faith schools. Holland Park is rated ‘Outstanding’ by 
Ofsted and is hideously oversubscribed but gives up to 10 
per cent of places to students who show an ‘aptitude in 
art and design’. 

Amongst the rest, many have a religious requirement as 
part of the admissions process, such as co-educational 
All Saints Catholic Colleges (RC) in North Kensington and 
boys’ school Cardinal Vaughan Memorial (RC) in Holland 

Education Overview

Selected Local Schools

Bousfield Primary School 
A state school for 430 boys and girls aged from 3 to 11.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Arts are very strong in the school, though not at the 
expense of academics. There is lots of music, dance and 
drama going on. The school believes performance helps 
to build children’s self-esteem. The pupils are offered a 
rich curriculum, full of workshops, plays and concerts. 
After English, the most prominent languages are French 
and Arabic. The school sees this cosmopolitan element 
as a real strength and the high level of harmony being 
something to celebrate. Bousfield has close connections 
with artist Quentin Blake, who attends prize-givings and 
pops in regularly.

Head: Ms Helen Swain 
South Bolton Gardens, London, SW5 0DJ

Chepstow House School 
An independent school for 320 boys and girls aged  
from 2 to 13.

The Good Schools Guide says…

With red carpet throughout, it feels more like a large, 
glamorous chalet than any school we’ve been to.  
Lots of smiling faces, on both parents and children when 
they arrive first thing. Kiss and Drop, as it is enchantingly 
called, is a system for parents who don’t want to come 
into school and hang around until the official start time of 
8:30am. “Any learning difficulties are identified quickly,” 
said the head. The school sets high standards for reading 
and writing, and tracks development and progress in-house 
with a reading test as well as SEN assessment. Sport has 
also been taken up a notch since the school has grown.

Head: Mrs Angela Barr 
Lancaster Road, London, W11 1QS

Holland Park School 
A state school for 1,300 boys and girls aged from 11 to 
18.

The Good Schools Guide says…

This is, unquestionably, a good fit for a bright, motivated 
pupil who has a particular flair for the humanities and 
English. Located in one of the most fashionable and 
expensive corners of London, its demographic is very 
different from many schools of its kind across the capital. 
But only because standards are high. ‘Hall and his 
henchman’ sounds like a phrase that slips easily off the 
tongue – even if it is said with some irony. There is little 
scope for miscreants as the open design of the building 
ensures that no misdemeanour goes unnoticed. 

Head: Mr Colin Hall 
Airlie Gardens, London, W8 7AF

Lycée Français Charles de Gaulle 
An independent school for 3,660 boys and girls aged 
from 3 to 19.

The Good Schools Guide says…

This is a huge institution yet parents say children are 
happy, well taught and love the cultural diversity.  
Over the years, the Lycée has spread and now occupies 
a city block across from the Natural History Museum. 
When approaching the area during pick-up you might be 
excused from thinking that you’ve alighted at the opposite 
end of the Eurostar. With such an enormous student body, 
parents’ reports are mixed. Some parents insist the kids 
“don’t get lost, are well looked after,” while others said that 
once in college “students are a number and their teachers 
hardly know them.”

Head: M. Didier Devilard 
Cromwell Road, London, SW7 2DG

Queen’s Gate School 
An independent school for 410 girls aged from 11 to 18 
with a linked junior school.

The Good Schools Guide says…

They will run an A Level course with one pupil and don’t 
ditch the subject – or its teacher – if it has no takers in a 
given year. “We do some gruesome stuff,” chortled the 
dynamic and experimental head of art as we gaped at the 
‘urban zombies’, the girl under a blanket of fresh minced 
steak and various startling depictions of blood and vomit. 
The main library is a beautiful room and a lovely place 
to work with splendid polished oak tables and equally 
venerable stock in many cases (nothing wrong with that).

Head: Mrs Rosalynd Kamaryc 
Queen’s Gate, London, SW7 5LE

Notting Hill Preparatory School 
An independent school for 370 boys and girls aged  
from 5 to 13.

The Good Schools Guide says…

We sat in on a fascinating Year 6 Philosophy for Children 
(P4C) class and wanted to vote ourselves when it came 
to choosing the question for discussion, in fact we would 
have paid big money to stay and listen to the intelligent 
arguments raised. On asking the founding headmistress 
what she was proudest of, she answered, “This may 
sound fluffy, but it is having created a community where 
everyone is happy.” Not a bit fluffy in our view, this 
statement backed by a pupil telling us, with a huge smile, 
that coming here was “the best decision she’d ever made.”

Head: Mrs Sarah Knollys from September 2019 
Lancaster Road, London, W11 1QQTHE GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE

John D Wood & Co. would like to thank the Good Schools Guide who have shared their expertise. All views and opinions expressed are of the Good Schools Guide, 
to read these school reviews in full or to speak with an education consultant, visit www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk



Can you spot the good schools?
We can.

£5 off + one month free online access to UK school 
reviews when you buy London North or South books 
Discount code: JDW5 www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk

Housing, Schooling & Higher Education 
Educated Investment - Property performance close to independent schools

ANEISHA BEVERIDGE 
Head of Research

Living near schools and universities is a good enough 

reason to want to invest in a property if you or your 

children are studying. However, there are reasons to 

believe that homes close to independent schools tend to 

hold their value better and recover faster than average 

in the UK. That’s not necessarily because of the school 

but rather the fact that the schools and homes are in 

desirable areas for other reasons.

There is not necessarily a causal link between the 

performance of independent schools and local property 

markets. Unlike state schools, there are no catchment 

areas, often the critical factor impacting neighbouring 

house prices, plus children often have the opportunity 

to board at an independent school. However, there 

is a strong correlation between the desirability of an 

area and the existence of good independent schools, 

and consequently is a major factor impacting the 

performance of property markets.

Across England and Wales, outside of the super prime 

market, the average price of a home in Q1 2019 stood 

at £214,900, but where a property is close to an 

independent school, this increases to £289,900 –  

a £75,000 difference. In London, the gap widens further 

with the average home in the capital reaching £475,500 

in Q1 2019, but located near an independent school the 

average home costs £883,000 - 86% more. In the South 

East, a home situated near an independent school costs 

£502,500, while in the South West, it costs £325,600 

on average. In the last ten years, homes situated near 

independent schools have outperformed the wider 

UK average. Across England and Wales, house prices 

have risen 19% since 2008, but house prices close to 

independent schools have risen to 34% and shown a 

faster rate of recovery than average house prices.

The same is true in London. House prices in the capital 

have increased 61% since 2008, but those homes situated 

near independent schools have seen a 76% rise. Prices 

near famous schools such as Westminster, St Pauls and 

Harrow, have risen 113%, 63% and 43% respectively, over 

the last ten years, but homes outside of London have 

seen slower price growth. Prices near Eton College, 

Cheltenham Ladies College and Marlborough College, 

have risen 24%, 22% and 27% respectively.

Contact your local office for all your property needs

Kensington
020 7908 1100

kensington@johndwood.co.uk

Earls Court
020 7835 1577

earlscourt@johndwood.co.uk

Notting Hill 
020 7229 2404

nottinghill@johndwood.co.uk

South Kensington
020 7835 0000

southken@johndwood.co.uk


