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Independent schools are well-regarded, from the local 
branch of the ubiquitous, high-achieving Thomas’s 
franchise with its visibly cheery, nurturing staff, to Fulham 
School and Parson’s Green Prep (a winner in parents’ eyes). 
Post-11, there are senior big-name establishments like 
Godolphin and Latymer, which has been churning out top 
class young ladies since 1905 and has had notably diverse 
success stories, from scientist Lady Greenfield to cuisine 
guru Nigella Lawson.

There is a plethora of good church schools within easy reach, 
in particular the ‘Outstanding’ St Stephen’s on Uxbridge 
Road. This borough is more than just the Apollo, the 
Flyover and Stamford Bridge – wonderful and useful 
contributions though they are – but is also an area that 
offers a wide choice of schooling options.

The borough of Hammersmith and Fulham is more 
obviously diverse and affordable, but offers no less 
attractive educational options than its royal neighbour.

The local state sector offers a wide range at primary 
level. Little brainboxes might well benefit from Ofsted 
‘Outstanding’ John Betts Primary as well as Brackenbury, 
Greenside and the West London Free School. The highly 
prestigious London Oratory School (7 to 18) is the ‘Holy 
Grail’ for Catholic parents with sons, and Lady Margaret 
School has a well-respected offering for post-11 girls. 
Technically minded Sixth Form level offspring with an 
eye for the built environment – or a zhuzhy stage set 
or soundscape – might benefit from the new Fulham 
Enterprise Studio, which specialises in construction and 
performing arts production, and is now in federation with 
Fulham Cross Boys’ School as well as Fulham College Girls’. 

Education Overview

Selected Local Schools
Fulham School 
An independent school for 700 boys and girls aged  
from 4 to 14.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Senior schools, we were told, remark on the confidence 
of the FPS pupils – they don’t have an air of being ‘beaten 
down by life’ – and this is something the school feels 
passionate about, preserving their childhood and sense 
of freedom for as long as possible. We witnessed 10 year 
olds designing clay pots using Aztec art and saw some 
flamboyant portraits of kings and queens displayed in the 
corridor, which were painted and then decorated with 
fabrics and beads.

Head: Mr Will le Fleming 
Greyhound Road, London, W14 9SD

John Betts Primary School 
A state school for 240 boys and girls aged from 4 to 11.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Teaching tailored to the individual is conspicuous round 
the school. One mother explained, “They craft the lessons 
to engage everybody.” We visited a Year 2 maths class, 
where the majority of the children were involved in a 
carpet time activity with the class teacher. Nearby a child 
with special needs was enjoying independent calculations 
at the computer, while a cluster of faster learners gathered 
around a table for extension work with the TA. Possibly 
the best bargain in education west of Notting Hill, being 
locally funded.

Head: Miss Jessica Mair 
Paddenswick Road, London, W6 0UA

The London Oratory School (RC) 
A state school for 1,260 boys aged from 7 to 18 and 80 
girls aged from 16 to 18.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Exam results can partly be attributed to good and 
committed teaching, but must largely stem from an 
excellent work ethic that is drilled in from the start. 
Homework is rigorously monitored with detention for 
repeated failure to produce it. Sixth Formers have to work 
together in the library or study hall (both staffed) during 
study periods. No lounging around on comfy sofas here. 
The Junior House, which incorporates 80 boys (20 in each 
of Years 3 to 6) chosen for musical aptitude as well as 
academic ability, enjoys the use of all the senior facilities.

Head: Mr Dan Wright  
Seagrave Road, London, SW6 1RX

Thomas’s Fulham 
An independent school for 430 boys and girls aged from 
4 to 11.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Particular praise is handed out by parents regarding 
reception teachers, one commented that her child coming 
into the school with zero skills did “really well in her first 
year” and others saying that almost all of the class are 
pretty independent, at least at the laces tying end of the 
scale, by the end of the year. All the way up, reading is 
heavily encouraged, with pupils taking home a daily diary 
including a book page that parents have to sign off and 
there is a library, complete with cheerful librarian, nestled 
under the roof.

Head: Miss Annette Dobson 
Hugon Road, London, SW6 3ES

Godolphin & Latymer School 
An independent school for 820 girls aged from 11 to 18.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Masses of activities are on the timetable, and if that’s not 
enough the girls are encouraged to grow their own, with 
many groups run by Sixth Formers and some with staff 
moderators. We saw flyers for ‘Open Platform Club’s  
next meeting – ‘Are good people also capable of evil?’  
– as well as a call for musicians to audition for a mystery 
new band. “Teachers are really good at tailoring how they 
teach lessons and how they format them,” said a pupil.  
No shortage of fun either, with another saying “We got 
quite bored with writing in geography so we made a 
music video about deforestation.”

Head: Dr Frances Ramsay 
Iffley Road, London, W6 0PG

Parsons Green Prep School 
An independent school for 200 boys and girls aged  
from 4 to 11.

The Good Schools Guide says…

Every other parent describes the school community as 
‘international’ but the head says this is more perception 
than actuality. Parent volunteers do everything and any-
thing from weekend hospitality for the science lab chicks 
to designing the logos for the houses to being part of 
the eco committee growing and harvesting crops in the 
school garden. Every class has a STEM lesson once a  
week and there’s a new engineering after-school club.  
Beaming smiles and diligent application in every class  
we visited, and parents agree, describing the school as  
“a happy place to learn.”

Head: Mr Tim Cannell 
Fulham Park Road, London, SW6 4LJ

THE GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
John D Wood & Co. would like to thank the Good Schools Guide who have shared their expertise. All views and opinions expressed are of the Good Schools Guide, 

to read these school reviews in full or to speak with an education consultant, visit www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk



Can you spot the good schools?
We can.

£5 off + one month free online access to UK school 
reviews when you buy London North or South books 
Discount code: JDW5 www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk

Housing, Schooling & Higher Education 
Educated Investment - Property performance close to independent schools

ANEISHA BEVERIDGE 
Head of Research

Living near schools and universities is a good enough 

reason to want to invest in a property if you or your 

children are studying. However, there are reasons to 

believe that homes close to independent schools tend to 

hold their value better and recover faster than average 

in the UK. That’s not necessarily because of the school 

but rather the fact that the schools and homes are in 

desirable areas for other reasons.

There is not necessarily a causal link between the 

performance of independent schools and local property 

markets. Unlike state schools, there are no catchment 

areas, often the critical factor impacting neighbouring 

house prices, plus children often have the opportunity 

to board at an independent school. However, there 

is a strong correlation between the desirability of an 

area and the existence of good independent schools, 

and consequently is a major factor impacting the 

performance of property markets.

Across England and Wales, outside of the super prime 

market, the average price of a home in Q1 2019 stood 

at £214,900, but where a property is close to an 

independent school, this increases to £289,900 –  

a £75,000 difference. In London, the gap widens further 

with the average home in the capital reaching £475,500 

in Q1 2019, but located near an independent school the 

average home costs £883,000 - 86% more. In the South 

East, a home situated near an independent school costs 

£502,500, while in the South West, it costs £325,600 

on average. In the last ten years, homes situated near 

independent schools have outperformed the wider 

UK average. Across England and Wales, house prices 

have risen 19% since 2008, but house prices close to 

independent schools have risen to 34% and shown a 

faster rate of recovery than average house prices.

The same is true in London. House prices in the capital 

have increased 61% since 2008, but those homes situated 

near independent schools have seen a 76% rise. Prices 

near famous schools such as Westminster, St Pauls and 

Harrow, have risen 113%, 63% and 43% respectively, over 

the last ten years, but homes outside of London have 

seen slower price growth. Prices near Eton College, 

Cheltenham Ladies College and Marlborough College, 

have risen 24%, 22% and 27% respectively.

Contact your local office for all your property needs

Fulham Broadway
020 7731 1487

fulhambroadway@johndwood.co.uk 

Parsons Green 
020 7731 4223

fulham@johndwood.co.uk


