
THE SUSTAINABLE FARMING 
INITIATIVE EIGHT STANDARDS

This is an initial, high-level, summary only. The full description of where and how standards can be ap-
plied, more detail on actions, and how success can be gauged, will be published before the pilot applica-

tion window opens in June 2021.

The payment rates are a starting position only, updated rates for the launch of the SFI scheme from 2022 
are currently being developed in consultation with farmers and other representative groups.

The tables show the base payment rates associated with each standard. 

The tables also show additional payments for additional actions that will apply in some circumstances. 
Please note that:

• additional actions only appear in certain standards. As with normal actions, they build on the previous 
ambition level. For example, an intermediate additional action would also include additional  

actions from the introductory level

• where they are included in a standard, they only apply to limited areas where there is a particular need 
for additional actions (for example, land where soil is at high risk of erosion and run-off, or where there is 

a need to add buffer zones around trees in arable fields)

• some farms will not have land that qualifies for additional actions

• guidance will be made available before the application window opens in June 2021, to help applicants 
identify whether additional actions may be relevant to their farm

Capital items will be available to support all the standards. Items will include planting new hedges, filling 
gaps in hedgerows, tree planting, fencing, and livestock water troughs. This is not set out the following 

tables, but details will be published alongside further guidance on standards.



INTRODUCTORY LEVEL  
(£28 PER HECTARE)

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
(£54 PER HECTARE) ALL ACTIONS IN THE 
INTRODUCTORY LEVEL PLUS

ADVANCED LEVEL (£74 PER HECTARE) ALL 
ACTIONS IN THE INTRODUCTORY AND 
INTERMEDIATE LEVELS PLUS

Provide year-round resources for farmland 
birds and insects

Improve nutrient use efficiency and reduce 
loses to the environment by carrying out a 
nutrient budget

Provide nesting and shelter for wildlife by 
having areas of tall vegetation and scrub

Better meet your soil requirements by fol-
lowing a nutrient management plan

Increase habitat for farm and aquatic wildlife 
through rotational ditch management

Benefit from crop pest predators by locating 
their habitats next to cropped areas

Minimise emissions of ammonia through 
rapid incorporation of organic manures and 
slurry on ploughed land

Better target your nutrient application by 
carrying out soil mapping

Use efficient precision application equipment 
for fertilisers and organic manures

ADDITIONAL ACTION AS IN INTRODUCTORY LEVEL AS IN INTRODUCTORY LEVEL

This applies only: to in-field trees on arable 
and horticultural land

  

Actions required: protect your in-field trees 
and provide a habitat for wildlife by having a 
buffer

  

Additional payment on top of the base pay-
ment: £10 per tree

  

Manage your arable and horticultural land to increase farmland biodiversity, including wild bird and pollinator populations.

Your land will:

• provide food rich habitats for a variety of species
• increase habitat connectivity

• ensure efficient use of nutrients
• manage pest populations

• reduce greenhouse gas emissions
• improve water quality

A summary of actions and payments is in the table below.

ARABLE AND HORTICULTURAL LAND 
STANDARD



INTRODUCTORY LEVEL (£30 PER HECTARE)
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (£47 PER HECTARE) 
ALL ACTIONS IN THE INTRODUCTORY LEVEL 
PLUS

ADVANCED LEVEL (£59/HA) ALL ACTIONS IN 
THE INTRODUCTORY AND INTERMEDIATE 
LEVELS PLUS

Identify the priority areas for soil 
management on your farm by carrying out a 
soil assessment

Further improve soil structure and biology by 
providing minimum inputs of organic matter 
over more of your arable and horticultural 
land

Further improve soil structure and biology by 
providing minimum inputs of organic matter 
over more of your arable and horticultural 
land

 
Maintain soil organic matter and support soil 
biology by reducing tillage depths on some of 
your arable and horticultural land

Reduce flooding and improve soil structure, 
soil carbon and soil biology by producing a 
soil management plan

Protect your soil from runoff, erosion and 
flooding and help increase crop yields by 
taking measures to maintain soil structure 
and avoid or alleviate soil compaction

Reduce the risk of soil erosion and maintain 
soil organic matter by reducing tillage on 
fields identified as high and very high risk of 
surface run-off or soil erosion

Reduce soil damage by limiting the area of 
the field that is travelled on

Improve the soil structure and biology by 
inputting organic matter on some of your 
arable and horticultural land

  

Reduce the risk of soil erosion by cultivating 
and drilling across slopes where appropriate

  

Protect the soil from soil erosion and run-off 
by maintaining minimum soil cover over 
winter, where appropriate

 

ADDITIONAL ACTION ADDITIONAL ACTION ADDITIONAL ACTION 1

This applies only: to land you have assessed: 
(i) to be at high or very high risk of surface 
run-off or soil erosion; and/or (ii) land that 
regularly floods

This applies only: to land you have assessed: 
(i) to be at moderate, high and very high risk 
of surface run-off or soil erosion; and/or (ii) 
light sandy soil; and/or (iii) land that regularly 
floods

This applies only: to land you have assessed: 
(i) to be at moderate, high and very high risk 
of surface run-off or soil erosion; and/or (ii) 
light sandy or shallow soils; and/or (iii) land 
that regularly floods

Actions required: maintain good soil 
structure, retain nutrients and protect soil 
from run-off and soil erosion by establishing 
and maintaining dense winter green cover

Actions required: maintain good soil 
structure, retain nutrients and protect soil 
from run-off and soil erosion by establishing 
winter green cover

Actions required: maintain good soil 
structure, retain nutrients and protect soil 
from run-off and soil erosion by establishing 
winter green cover

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £114 per hectare

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £114 per hectare

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £114 per hectare

Additional action 2

This applies only: to land you have assessed 
to be at high and very high risk of surface 
run-off, or that regularly floods

Actions required: convert a proportion of it to 
permanent grassland

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £311 per hectare

Maintain and improve the condition and structure of your soil to promote clean water, and improve climate resilience, biodi-
versity and food production. This will help to:

• reduce levels of sediment, nutrients and chemical pollution in water

• reduce flooding

• reduce erosion and run-off

• reduce greenhouse gas emissions

• maintain or enhance carbon storage, water storage and biodiversity

A summary of actions and payments is in the table below:

ARABLE AND HORTICULTURAL SOILS 
STANDARD



Sustainably manage your improved grasslands to increase biodiversity and resilience to climate change, improve soil condition 
and carbon storage, and to improve water and air quality. Your grassland will help:

• improve the status of declining species

• increase connectivity of habitats

• provide pollinator resources

• reduce agricultural greenhouse gas emissions

• reduce sediment and nutrient run-off

A summary of actions and payments is in the table below:

IMPROVED GRASSLAND STANDARD

INTRODUCTORY LEVEL  
(£27 PER HECTARE)

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL ( 
£62 PER HECTARE) ALL ACTIONS IN THE 
INTRODUCTORY LEVEL PLUS

ADVANCED LEVEL (£97 PER HECTARE) ALL 
ACTIONS IN THE INTRODUCTORY AND 
INTERMEDIATE LEVELS PLUS

Increase above and below ground biodiversity 
by grazing to retain a minimum sward height

Increase biodiversity and provide habitat for 
breeding birds by altering the timing of your 
silage cuts

Increase biodiversity and habitats for wildlife 
by managing grazing or cutting to provide a 
higher sward height over a larger area

Increase habitats for insects and small 
mammals by leaving uncut margins to 
produce flowers and seeds

Increase habitat for farm and aquatic wildlife 
through rotational ditch management

Improve soil structure and biology and 
provide increased pollinator resource with 
legume and herb-rich swards

Protect your areas of historic interest by 
maintaining permanent grassland cover on 
them

Improve nutrient use efficiency and reduce 
losses to the environment with a nutrient 
budget

Increase the food available for birds in winter 
by leaving some ryegrass to bear seed

Protect soils and reduce loses to the 
environment by following a nutrient 
management plan

Use slurry more efficiently by testing 
content, managing application rates and 
using low emission technologies

Better target your nutrient application by 
carrying out soil mapping

Provide more habitats for wildlife by taking 
small areas out of cutting and grazing 
management

Improve your soil structure and biology, 
provide pollinator resource and reduce 
fertiliser application, with clover and legumes

Use efficient precision application equipment 
for fertilisers and organic manures

ADDITIONAL ACTION AS IN INTRODUCTORY LEVEL AS IN INTRODUCTORY LEVEL

This applies only: to in-field trees on 
improved grassland

  

Actions required: protect your in-field trees 
and provide a habitat for wildlife by having a 
buffer

  

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £3 per tree

  



INTRODUCTORY LEVEL (£6 PER HECTARE)
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (£6 PER HECTARE) ALL 
ACTIONS IN THE INTRODUCTORY LEVEL 
PLUS

ADVANCED LEVEL (£8 PER HECTARE) ALL 
ACTIONS IN THE INTRODUCTORY AND 
INTERMEDIATE LEVELS PLUS

Identify the priority areas for soil 
management on your farm by carrying out a 
soil assessment

Protect fields from soil erosion, maintain soil 
carbon and support soil biological activity 
by reducing tillage on temporary grassland 
identified as high and very high risk of surface 
run-off or soil erosion

To improve soil structure, soil carbon and soil 
biology and reduce flooding, produce a soil 
management plan

Protect your soil from run-off and flooding, 
and increase yields, by taking measures to 
maintain soil structure and avoid or alleviate 
soil compaction and poaching

 
Reduce soil compaction by limiting the area 
of the field that is travelled on

When reseeding temporary grassland at high 
or very risk of surface run-off, soil erosion 
or flooding, establish grass to achieve good 
ground cover before winter

  

Protect soils and reduce loses to the 
environment by following a nutrient 
management plan

Use slurry more efficiently by testing 
content, managing application rates and 
using low emission technologies

Better target your nutrient application by 
carrying out soil mapping

Provide more habitats for wildlife by taking 
small areas out of cutting and grazing 
management

Improve your soil structure and biology, 
provide pollinator resource and reduce 
fertiliser application, with clover and legumes

Use efficient precision application equipment 
for fertilisers and organic manures

ADDITIONAL ACTIONS ADDITIONAL ACTIONS AS IN INTRODUCTORY LEVEL

This applies only: to land you have assessed: 
(i) to be at high or very high risk of surface 
run-off or soil erosion; and/or (ii) land that 
regularly floods

This applies only: to land you have assessed: 
(i) to be at moderate, high and very high risk 
of surface run-off or soil erosion; and/or (ii) 
land that regularly floods

 

Actions required (1): maintain good soil 
structure by managing stocking densities 
when soils are wet to minimise poaching and 
soil compaction.

Actions required (1): maintain good soil 
structure by managing stocking densities 
when soils are wet to minimise poaching and 
soil compaction.

 

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £88 per hectare

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £88 per hectare

 

AND Actions required (2): maintain as 
permanent grassland and only re-seed by 
direct drilling or over-sowing to reduce 
erosion.

AND Actions required (2): maintain as 
permanent grassland and only re-seed by 
direct drilling or over-sowing to reduce soil 
erosion.

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £56 per hectare

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £56 per hectare

Maintain and improve the condition and structure of your soil to promote clean water, and improve climate resilience, biodi-
Maintain and improve the condition and structure of your soil to promote clean water, improve climate resilience, biodiversity 

and food production. This will help to:

• reduce levels of sediment, nutrients and chemical pollution in water

• reduce flooding

• reduce erosion and run-off

• reduce greenhouse gas emissions

• maintain or enhance carbon storage, water storage and biodiversity

A summary of actions and payments is in the table below:

IMPROVED GRASSLAND SOILS STANDARD



INTRODUCTORY LEVEL (£22 PER HECTARE)
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (£89 PER HECTARE) 
ALL ACTIONS IN THE INTRODUCTORY LEVEL 
PLUS

ADVANCED LEVEL (£110 PER HECTARE) 
ALL ACTIONS IN THE INTRODUCTORY AND 
INTERMEDIATE LEVELS PLUS

Manage weeds and invasive and competitive 
species in ways that reduce herbicide impacts

Further increase botanical diversity by 
managing pasture without fertiliser, and only 
farmyard manure on meadows

Increase biodiversity by making field-dried 
hay or haylage on a greater proportion of 
meadows

Buffer your in-field trees to protect them and 
provide a habitat for wildlife

Improve habitat for breeding waders by 
managing rush, where present

 

Increase botanical diversity by limiting 
application rates of inorganic fertiliser and 
manure

Increase available nesting, shelter and food 
resources by managing tall vegetation, ponds 
and scrub

 

Provide more habitats for wildlife by leaving 
some uncut margins to produce flowers and 
seed

Increase botanical biodiversity by making 
field-dried hay or haylage in meadows

 

Minimise the impacts of supplementary 
feeding on grasslands, water courses and 
wildlife

  

Increase habitat for farm and aquatic wildlife 
through rotational ditch management

  

Increase biodiversity by managing grazing to 
leave a minimum sward height

  

NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

This applies only: to small areas of wetland 
and damp grassland on your farm that can 
increase botanical diversity, provide feeding 
areas for wading birds and contribute to 
reducing flood risk

Actions required: blocking drains where there 
is potential to create or extend small wetland 
areas

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £127 per hectare

This applies only: to floodplain grasslands

Actions required: manage wet grasslands 
to increase botanical diversity and provide 
habitat for waders and wildfowl

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £127 per hectare

Sustainably manage your low and no input grasslands to benefit wildlife, including pollinators, by protecting existing quality 
habitat and improving the diversity of other grasslands. Your grassland will help to:

• increase the resilience of wildlife populations to climate change

• improve soil, water and air quality

• maintain and improve soil carbon stores

Retaining low and no input grassland will contribute to local landscape character.

A summary of actions and payments is in the table below:

LOW AND NO INPUT GRASSLAND



INTRODUCTORY LEVEL (£16/100M)
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (£21/100M) ALL AC-
TIONS IN THE INTRODUCTORY LEVEL PLUS

ADVANCED LEVEL (£24/100M) ALL ACTIONS 
IN THE INTRODUCTORY AND INTERMEDIATE 
LEVELS PLUS

Increase the amount of pollen, nectar and 
berries in your hedges by leaving areas uncut 
each year

Increase the food and habitat available to 
wildlife by leaving more areas uncut or 
raising the cutting height, and by having 
frequent hedgerow trees

Provide increased wildlife habitat by having 
more trees amongst your hedges and buffer 
strips along more of your hedgerows

Provide more habitat for wildlife by having 
occasional hedgerow trees

Protect your hedgerows from agrochemicals, 
fertilisers and physical disturbance with 
buffer strips

Increase botanical diversity by limiting 
application rates of inorganic fertiliser and 
manure

Increase available nesting, shelter and food 
resources by managing tall vegetation, ponds 
and scrub

 

Manage your hedgerows to provide year-round food, shelter and breeding cover for birds and insects. Your hedgerows will:

• strengthen landscape character

• maintain and improve habitat connectivity

• increase resilience to climate change

• reduce greenhouse gas emissions

• contribute to improving local air quality

• reduce soil erosion

A summary of actions and payments is in the table below:

HEDGEROWS STANDARD

INTRODUCTORY LEVEL (NOTE: THERE IS ONLY ONE LEVEL FOR THIS STANDARD) (£49 PER HECTARE)

Increase connectivity between habitats through temporary internal open spaces and ride management

Provide more habitats for wildlife and increase carbon stocks through deadwood management

Increase your knowledge of your woodland and inform future management by completing a woodland

Condition Assessment (£100 one-off payment)

Increase your awareness of the threats to your woodland including deer, squirrel and pests and diseases by attending a webinar  
(£25 one-off payment)

Sustainably manage your on-farm woodland to provide a biodiverse habitat for woodland and farmland species including 
pollinators. Your woodland will provide connectivity between habitats through ride management and increase carbon stocks 

including through deadwood maintenance.

A summary of actions and payments is in the table below:

FARM WOODLAND STANDARD



INTRODUCTORY LEVEL (£16/100M)
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (£29/100M) ALL AC-
TIONS IN THE INTRODUCTORY LEVEL PLUS

ADVANCED LEVEL (£34/100M) ALL ACTIONS 
IN THE INTRODUCTORY AND INTERMEDIATE 
LEVELS PLUS

Identify where to put your buffer strips by 
carrying out a run-off and soil erosion risk 
assessment

Further increase protection of the water 
course and provide better habitat for wildlife 
and better habitat connectivity by increasing 
the size of some of your buffer strips

Provide further habitats for wildlife and 
enhance soil structure and nutrient uptake 
within the buffer by including an appropriate 
wildflower mix into some of your buffer 
strips

Protect water courses and prevent pollutants 
entering the water by having grass buffer 
strips

  

Increase botanical diversity by limiting 
application rates of inorganic fertiliser and 
manure

Increase available nesting, shelter and food 
resources by managing tall vegetation, ponds 
and scrub

 

NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS NO ADDITIONAL ACTIONS CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

This applies only: to land where additional 
in-field measures are needed to intercept 
run-off water

Actions required: establish in-field grass strips 
or blocks on cultivated land

Additional payment on top of the base 
payment: £0.05 per m2 (£500 per hectare 
equivalent)

Establish and manage buffer and in-field grass strips to better protect water bodies, improve wildlife habitat, and slow the flow 
of surface water run-off. You will be helping to improve and enhance water quality. You will also be helping to reduce pressure 

on waterbodies and aquatic species, through control of sediment, nutrients, pathogens and contaminants lost from agricultural 
land.

A summary of actions and payments is in the table below:

WATERBODY BUFFERING STANDARD
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