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Following the Government’s announcement of the latest
national lockdown, please be reassured that we are still here
for you and that we continue to offer our full range of
professional and property services.
During this period, the Agriculture teams will alternate
between working remotely and office attendance in order to
service the business and Client needs. The priority of the
firm remains the health and welfare of both our employees
and our Clients. Therefore, although we will maintain a
presence in the office, any physical interaction with Clients
and others will be by appointment only, and only then in strict
adherence to the current guidelines.
We can be contacted on our landlines, mobile numbers or by
email and you can find all of our contact details on our
website and please do call us or email if you have any
questions.
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The Government has announced that from 1st April, 2021 the
statutory National Minimum Wage (NMW) rates will increase
as follows:
from £ 4.15 to £ 4.30 per hour for apprentices.
• from £ 4.55 to £ 4.62 per hour for workers aged 16 - 17 years
• from £ 6.45 to £ 6.56 per hour for workers aged 18 - 20 years
• from £ 8.20 to £ 8.36 per hour for workers aged 21 - 22 years
•

The National Living Wage (NLW) will increase from 1st April,
2021 from £ 8.72 to £ 8.91 per hour and will also apply to
workers aged 23 and over (currently it only applies to those
aged 25 and over).

Estates and Land Agency
- Strong Demand
The Moore Allen & Innocent Rural Sales Team experienced a tremendously active
year in 2020 selling agricultural land and rural property throughout
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Oxfordshire as well as across the surrounding counties.
We successfully handled landed estates, farms, agricultural land, smallholdings,
equine paddocks, amenity land and building plots, to name just a few.
Despite a nationwide dip in the amount of land available to buy, we saw positive
activity throughout the area during 2020 and into early 2021, and there remains a
strong demand in particular for farms and rural properties, as well as for
smallholdings, equestrian properties and amenity land.
The Team is looking for further properties to market, so if you are interested in a
valuation or selling a rural property, then please do call us on 01285 648 115 or
email: farmsales@mooreallen.co.uk.

Extension to the 2021 NVZ Grassland
Derogation Deadline
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has
confirmed that 2021 grassland derogations for livestock manure in Nitrate
Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) may be made until 31st January, 2021.
Although the statutory deadline for applications was 31st December, applications
submitted up to 31st January will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
The derogation allows grassland farmers to apply 250kg/ha of nitrogen from
livestock manure over a calendar year, rather than the usual limit of 170kg/ha/year.
However, it is only possible to apply for a derogation if at least 80% of the
agricultural area of the holding is grass.
Further information on eligibility and how to apply is available online or by
contacting the Environment Agency on 03708 506 506

MA&I Staffing Update
Many of you will be aware that Chris Graham remains absent from the office due
to a long-term illness. However, we are delighted to share the news that Chris got
married on 4th January to his long-term partner, Sue. We continue to wish Chris
well with his ongoing treatment.

Jack Ayres-Sumner will join the Agriculture Team as
an Associate Partner with effect from 8th February,
2021. Jack is moving to Oxfordshire, returning to
where he grew up, from a similar sized firm in North
Yorkshire where he was a Partner, Land Agent and
part-time Livestock Auctioneer.
Jack will be based between the Cirencester and
Lechlade offices, serving Clients on matters of
estate management, Basic Payment, planning and
general advice. We look forward to introducing you
to Jack in due course.
Hollie Byrne, who was appointed initially to cover
Amy McDonald’s maternity leave, has now been
appointed on a full-time basis. Amy will return to the
team from April, working three days a week.
Finally, Emily Shorter has also returned to the office
on a part-time basis effective from 4th January. Emily
will predominantly focus on Stewardship work
alongside valuations and BPS.
Following the departure
October and the absence
period of rebuilding the
forward to the new faces
forward into 2021.
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Wanted
Rural and On-Farm Commercial Units
Due to the current global circumstances, we have seen a rise in the number of
tenants looking for rural and on-farm commercial property to let:
From start-up businesses to those downsizing and others looking to move out of
towns

If you have a rural building or yard that is unoccupied that could be
used or converted for commercial occupation, please call
Richard Dell (01285 648112 / 07988 208969)
for an informal, no obligation discussion about your options.

Our Agricultural Team: Mark Hill, Christopher Graham, Paul Oughton, Stuart Milsom, Graham Singer, Peter Kirby,
Amy McDonald, Richard Dell, Hollie Byrne, Emily Shorter, Nicola Windell, Oliver Newman, Lucy Kernon & Tina
Breakspear
This newsletter is produced for guidance only and should not be used as a substitute for professional advice.
Accordingly no liability or responsibility for any loss or damage can be accepted by Moore Allen & Innocent LLP or
other contributors as a result of any person, company or other organisation acting or refraining from acting upon
comment on this newsletter.

