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Foreword  

Salopian Consultancy Ltd is an Arboricultural/Ecological consultancy which provides inputs to guide 

developers and architects during the planning process. Constraints information is presented during 

the design stage and liaison undertaken with local planning authorities to provide assistance with 

technical queries pre, during and post construction phases.  

Core services include BS5837:2012 tree surveys, condition assessments, mortgage applications and 

forestry management. In addition, Salopian Consultancy Ltd have in house ecological expertise 

enabling them to perform a range of Phase 1 and Phase 2 ecological surveys. 
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Executive summary  

Brief of the study and context of development 

This report has been prepared to identify the key ecological constraints to inform a planning 

application for the extension to Fir View Caravan Park. The focus of the study is to inform the design 

and construction of the proposal so that significant ecological impacts are avoided or minimised. 

Survey methods 

A desk study of historic ecological records and an extended Phase 1 habitat survey were performed to 

assess the sites potential to support protected species.  

Findings and recommendations 

A review of the proposed site layout identified that a proportion of existing hedgerow adjacent to the 

A495 will need to be translocated or removed and replaced to facilitate the proposed highway viability 

splays as part of the improved access arrangements. 

The proposal includes the siting 55 static pitches, serviced by a new internal access route an utilising 

existing field access to the north. The footprint of development is restricted to a field of intensively 

sheep grazed pasture which is considered to be of limited ecological interest. The proposed extension 

does however fall 10m from the southern woodland edge of  Ffridd Mathrafal which support a matrix 

of ancient semi natural woodland and restored ancient semi natural woodland. 

This mixed species woodland provides a significant ecological resource for a number of woodland 

species reflected in the biological records obtained for this area. With this in mind the position of the 

static pitches have been positioned to maintain a 10m buffer from the woodland edge. This buffer has 

been proposed to mitigate potential indirect impacts associated with lighting and noise coupled with 

a lighting scheme to maintaining dark corridors to and from the woodland. In addition, a significant 

proportion of new tree, shrub and hedgerow planting has been incorporated into the proposal to 

compliment the adjacent woodland. The focus of this planting has been to extend the opportunities 

provided by the woodland. 

Further surveys and ecological enhancements 

No evidence of protected species or notable habitats were identified on site, further Phase 2 surveys 

to inform licensing or mitigation measures are not deemed necessary. The proposal has the 

opportunity to provide enhancements for protected species through the installation of both bird and 

bat boxes upon those trees adjacent to the boundaries of the site and significant proportion of new 

tree, shrub and hedgerow planting.  
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Section 1 Introduction 

1.1 This report, its plans and associated appendices have been prepared on behalf of Sheehan 

Holdings to meet those requirements of an Extended Phase 1 Survey at `Fir View Caravan 

Park, hereafter referred to as ‘The Site’. The Site is centred on approximate Ordnance Survey 

Grid Reference SJ11591019 illustrated in Plan 1. 

 

1.2 The Phase 1 survey was extended to include an assessment of the site’s suitability for 

protected species. The data obtained from this survey is presented in a Phase 1 habitat map 

(Plan 2) illustrating habitats recorded with targets notes used to highlight features of interest. 

Further details on the methodology adopted during the Extended Phase 1 survey and desk 

study are included in Appendix 1. 

 

1.3 The survey was performed on the 27th January 2020 by Douglas Williams, Salopian 

Consultancy Ltd.’s Principal Ecologist. Doug is an experienced Ecologist/Arboriculturist who 

holds an MSc in Biological Recording, protected species licences for both bats and great 

crested newts, and memberships with the Royal Society of Biology, the Chartered Institute of 

Ecology and Environmental Management and the Arboricultural Association. 

 

Site location and context of development 

 

1.4 The application area is formed by a field of sheep grazed pasture located immediately south 

west of the existing Fir View Caravan Park, set in a rural setting 3.5km north of Llanfair 

Caereinion. The site is accessed from the A495 which abuts the southern boundary of the site, 

to the west and north lies mature mixed species woodland of Ffridd Mathrafal, whilst to the 

east the site meets land of an agricultural nature and the existing sections Fir view Caravan 

Park. 

 

1.5 An initial assessment of the proposal identifies that planning permission is sought for the 

extension of the caravan park  

 

Figure 1: Site location plan provided by McCartneys 
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Scope of the study 

1.6 The primary focus of the study is to; 

 

• Meet the validation requirements of Powys County Council by presenting the findings 

of an Extended Phase 1 Survey in a clear and concise manner. 

• Include the content set by the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 

Management (CIEEM) guidelines1, for ecological appraisals. 

• Classify and map those habitat types within and immediately adjacent to the 

application area. 

• Identify both habitats and species constraints pertinent to the development proposal. 

• Detail European Protected Species Mitigation licensing (EPSML) requirements, 

Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAMS) and mitigation measures where required. 

• Identify opportunities for the proposal to provide enhancements to the ecological 

resource on site. 

 

Limitations 

1.7 The survey was not considered to be limited by seasonal or climatic factors and was 

undertaken within a suitable time of the year given the habitats and species likely to be 

present. 

 

1.8 The Extended Phase 1 survey provides a snap shot of the potential of habitats to support 

protected species. It should be noted that the absence of field signs does not necessarily 

confirm the absence of a species due to the dynamic and seasonal nature of many protected 

species. The suitability of a site may also increase with succession over time or with changes 

in land management practices. In the event that a protected species or field signs of such 

species are discovered during works, further advice should be sought from Salopian 

Consultancy Ltd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Chartered Institute  of Ecology and Environmental Management., (2015). Guidelines for Ecological Report Writing  

Appendix A. 
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Section 2 Planning policy & statutory controls  

Statutory legislation  

2.1 A range of EU and UK legislation offers statutory protection to species and habitats which 

Local Planning Authorities have a duty to consider whilst determining planning applications.  

The following EU directives are relevant to protected species, habitats, and designated sites; 

 

• The EC Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) 

• The Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) and 

• EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

 

2.2 Much of the EU legislation is transposed into domestic legislation with respect to protected 

species and habitats, including; 

 

• The Conservation of Species and Habitats Regulations (2010) (as amended) 

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended) 

• The Protection of Badgers Act (1992) 

• The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) 

• The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) 
 

2.3 The Association of Local Government Ecologist (ALGE) provides a summary of the criteria and 

thresholds2 to determine when an Ecological survey should be performed. Many Local 

Planning Authorities have adopted this guidance to ensure that the correct information is 

presented when considering the impacts upon biodiversity during the planning process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Association of Local Government Ecologist., (2007). Template for Biodiversity and Geological Conservation. 

Table 1. 
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Section 3: Survey findings  
 

Desk study  

 

3.1 The desk study summarised in Appendix 1 forms an important part of the ecological 

assessment. It provides contextual information, such as the sites proximity to designated sites 

and the location of historical protected species records. This information is used to support 

those recommendations and evaluate the information gathered during the Extended Phase 1 

survey when assessing the site suitability for protected species.  

 

3.2 A review of OS maps and online mapping resources was undertaken to identify designations 

of conservation concern within 1km of the site and waterbodies within 250m.  Historic species 

records have been reviewed and those pertinent to the study highlighted.  

 

Statutory/ non-Statutory Designation within 1km  

 

3.3 Two statutory designations of conservation concern were identified within 1km of the site 

summarised below;  

 

• Ffridd Mathrafal SSSI track section which has been designated for its geological 

importance,  located to the south west of the site. 

• Cors Cefn Llwyd SSSI is located 859m south east of the site recognised for it carr 

woodland and notable area of Carex Elongata a sedge which is known only to be 

present in two other areas of Wales. 

 

3.4 Mapping information obtained from Biodiversity Information Service for Powys (BIS) during 

identified that several compartments of Ffridd Mathrafal comprise of ancient semi natural 

woodland whilst the remainder largely form restored ancient semi natural woodland, both 

categories of woodland are recognised as priority habitat by Natural Resource Wales. 

 

Species records 

3.5 During the desk study, a total of 191 species records were obtained within a 1km search radius 

of the site. Pertinent records to the study include records of Badger (Meles meles) which 

although fall outside of the anticipated 500m territory range from the site. This species is likely 

to be present in the surrounding landscape given the woodland opportunities to the north 

provided by Ffridd Mathrafal. 

 

3.6 A range of bat species were retrieved in the local area including Common pipistrelle 

(Pipistrellus pipistrellus), Soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus), Brown long eared bat 

(Plecotus auratus) and grouped records of Myotis species. No records of reptiles or 

amphibians were recorded within 1km of the application area with the exception of historical 

records of Great crested newt retrieved 977m north east of the site.  
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Phase 1 survey  

3.7 The application area encompasses a field of intensively sheep grazed pasture bound by an 

established field boundary hedgerow to the south which comprises of Hazel (Corylus avellane) 

Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). 

Within the centre of the site a defunct hedgerow broadly divides the site from east to west, 

this feature is formed by Blackthorn, Dogrose (Rosa canina) and Hazel with a dry ditch running 

parallel to the western aspect of the feature. Areas of sparse Nettle (Urtica dioica) and Spear 

thistle (Cirsium vulgare) were noted beneath each hedgerow where grazing livestock had not 

been able to reach. 

 

3.8 The southern woodland edge of Ffridd Mathrafal which abuts the site comprises a range of 

species largely Norway spruce (Picea abies), Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) Oak, Ash 

Silver birch (Betula pendula) Holly (Iex aquifolium) , Hazel and Field maple (Acer campestre). 
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Section 4: Evaluation of ecological constraints and opportunities 
 

Designations 

4.1 The site falls directly adjacent to Ffridd Mathrafal woodland which has been recognised for 

areas of ancient semi-natural woodland and an SSSI component designated for its geological 

interest.  

 
4.2 Whilst the scale of the proposal is substantial a 10m buffer from the woodland edge and new 

planting to provide a screening from the caravans has been incorporate into the design to 

mitigate potential impacts and ensure functionality woodland remains for the species it 

supports.  

 

Habitats 

4.3 Those habitats on site are restricted to intensively sheep grazed pastures and a defunct 

hedgerow within the site. These habitats are considered to be of limited ecological merit, such 

that their loss and modification is not considered to be a constraint to development. The 

southern boundary is denoted by an established field boundary hedgerow which runs parallel 

to the A495 which does have some ecological interest for nesting birds. Part of this hedgerow 

has been highlighted for translocation, to improve the existing highway access arrangement 

and visibility. If undertaken sensitively it is possible to ensure that the hedgerow is successfully 

moved and retained. 

 

Protected species 

 

4.4 Those hedgerows identified above provide nesting opportunities for a range of common 

passerine. All wild birds, their nests and eggs are protected under Section 1 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), this makes it an offence to:  

• Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

• Take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built; 

• Take, damage or destroy the egg of any wild bird; or 

• To have in one's possession, or control, any wild bird (dead or alive) or egg or any part 

of a wild bird or egg. 

 

4.5 Vegetation removal should therefore be timed to fall between September and February 

outside of the bird nesting season to avoid contravening the legislation above or immediately 

after a pre-commencement check by suitably qualified personnel.  

 

4.6 Those trees identified adjacent to the site boundaries were not considered suitable to roosting 

bats during the phase 1 survey given the absence of suitable features and overall good 

condition.  The main body of the site which is restricted to sheep grazed pastures is not 

considered suitable for protected species. 

 

4.7 No evidence or fields signs of badger (such as setts or scraps) were identified within 30m of 

the site boundaries. Given the mobile and dynamic nature of badgers, if any excavation is 
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discovered prior or during works an update survey should be completed by a competent 

ecologist to confirm the cause of the excavation before works continue. 

 

4.8 No waterbodies were identified within 500m of the site during the desk study such that the 

presence of amphibians in the local area is unlikely as is the use of the site by reptile given the 

grazing regime and lack of suitable refugia. 

 

Artificial Lighting 

4.9 Any artificial lighting should take into account those measures recommended in the ‘Bat 

Conservation Trusts Guidance Note 08/18 Bats and artificial lighting in the Uk. The purpose of 

these provisions are to help minimise the impacts of artificial lighting retain dark corridors on 

site for nocturnal commuting/foraging wildlife.  

 

4.10 Lighting should be directed to where it is needed to avoid unnecessary light spillage. All 

proposed new lighting should be directed away from any vegetated boundary features to 

retain dark corridors for commuting bats across the site. 

 

4.11 Artificial lighting should lack UV element the use of LEDs is advised due to their sharp cut-off, 

lower intensity, good colour rendition and dimming capability. Metal halide, fluorescent 

sources should not be used. 

 

4.12 Lighting should adopt a warm white spectrum, ideally below 2700 kelvin with a peak 

wavelength higher than 550nm, thus avoiding emitting those wavelengths of light most 

disturbing to bats3   (Stone 2012). 

 

4.13 Security lighting should be activated by movement sensors to reduce the amount of time the 

lights are activated, set on a short timer (maximum of 1 minute), and orientated towards the 

ground. 

 

4.14 The use of accessories such as hoods/cowls or shields is advised to help direct light to the 

required area only. 

 

4.15 New planting can be used to provide an effective barrier to light spillage off site, this would 

be well placed upon the southern and western boundaries of the site 

 

Biodiversity enhancements 

4.16 It is recommended that enhancements to the site for bats are provided through the 

incorporation of  six 2F Schwegler bat boxs upon the woodland edge of Ffridd Mathrafal. 

 

 
3 Stone, E.L., Jones, G., Harris, S. (2012). Conserving energy at a cost to biodiversity? Impacts of LED 
lighting on bats. Glob. Change Biol. 18, 2458–2465 
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4.17 Enhancement of the site for nesting birds could be provided through the erection of Schwegler 

1B Nest Boxs with a 32mm entrance hole upon those remaining trees on site. This bird box is 

designed to attract Great tit (Parus major), Blue tit (Cyanistes caeruleus), Marsh tit (Poecile 

palustris), Coal tit (Periparus ater), Crested Tit (Lophophanes cristatus), Redstart (Phoenicurus 

phoenicurus), Nuthatch (Sitta europaea), Collared  flycatcher (Ficedula albicollis) Pied 

Flycatcher (Ficedula hypoleuca), Wryneck (Jynx torquilla), Tree  Sparrow (Passer montanus) 

and House Sparrow (Passer domesticus). 

 

4.18 In addition to roosting provisions for bat and birds new hedgerow and tree planting has been 

proposed to sub divide sections of the caravan park to provide visual barrier and screening. 

Such provision have the potential to both improve connectivity to surrounding habitats whilst 

increasing the diversity of the foraging resources for a range of taxonomic groups.  
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Section 5 Conclusion  

5.1 The application area comprises exclusively of improved grassland which is intensively grazed 

by sheep. This habitat is considered to be of little ecological merit however significant 

ecological resources are present immediately off site to the north by way of Ffridd Mathrafal. 

 

5.2 The site itself supports limited opportunities for protected species given the current grazing 

regime and habitats present. 

 

5.3 No evidence of other protected species were identified during the course of the study, 

therefore the proposal is not considered to be limited by any other ecological constraints.  

 

5.4 The proposal has the potential to provide significant enhancements to the site as an ecological 

asset through the incorporation of both bird and bat boxes and new tree and hedgerow 

planting. 

 

5.5 The site should be maintained in its current context to ensure its suitability for protected 

species does not inadvertently increase prior to development. 

 

5.6 Subject to the implementation of those recommendations set out within Section 2 and 

Appendix 3 of this report, no significant impacts upon protected species are considered likely 

to arise. In the event of a protected species being encountered during works; all works will 

halt, and further advice shall be sought from Salopian Consultancy Ltd. 

 

5.7 The findings of this report are valid for up to two years from its date. In the event the 

development proposals/application area alters significantly a re-assessment of the likely 

impacts by a suitably experienced Ecologist will be required.



 

 
 

  

Appendix 1 Summary of Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey  

Desk Study 

The desk study is an integral role in the ecological assessment. This desk-based study provides 

contextual information, such as the sites’ proximity to designated sites and known records of 

protected species. This information is used to supplement the findings of the 

Extended Phase 1 Survey, and used to inform the recommendations and conclusions in 

Section 2 & 3. 

 

Biodiversity Information services for Powys & Brecon Beacon national Park (BIS) 

• Protected/UK BAP species records (1km) 

• International statutory designations (1km) 

• National statutory designations (1km) 

 

Online mapping resources 

 

• Waterbodies within 250m radius 

 

Extended Phase 1 Survey 

The aim of the survey is to record and map the main habitat types and dominant plant species 

present in accordance with those classifications detailed in Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat 

Survey, JNCC, 201044. The survey was extended to include an assessment of the suitability of 

those habitats for protected species undertaken by an experienced ecologist holding 

appropriate protected species licences, and membership with Chartered Institute of Ecology 

and Environmental Management and the Royal Society of Biology. 

 

The survey does not aim to provide a complete floral and faunal inventory but seeks to identify 

field signs and/or habitats with the potential to support protected species. The need for 

further detailed Phase 2 Survey(s) were determined on this basis. 

 

 

Bat Roosting Assessment: Trees  

An assessment of all suitable trees located on site was undertaken by a Natural England 

licensed bat worker to determine their potential to support roosting bats. This assessment 

was undertaken from ground level using binoculars and/or endoscopes.  

 

 
4 Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) (2010) Handbook for Phase I Habitat Survey – a Technique for 

Environmental Audit. JNCC Peterborough.   



 

 
 

  

All trees examined were categorised based on the number and types of features known to be 

suitable to support roosting bats, summarised in 6.2.4 of “Bat Surveys for Professional 

Ecologist: Good Practice Guidelines 5”. These features include but are not limited to; 

 

• Cracks and splits in limbs,  

• Cavities,  

• Woodpecker holes, 

• Loose bark thick-stemmed ivy. 

 

 
Reptiles 

 

Terrestrial searches were undertaken during the Extended Phase 1 Survey for reptiles seeking 
refuge beneath debris, including log piles and brick/rubble where present. 
 

Nesting Birds 

An assessment from the ground of all trees and boundary vegetation located on or 

immediately adjacent to the site boundary was undertaken by an experienced ecologist, to 

determine the suitability of habitats for nesting birds. 

Badgers 

An experienced ecologist undertook a thorough site walkover to identify any evidence/field 

signs of badgers including setts, scrapings produced during foraging behaviour, latrines, paths 

and prints. 

 

Where present, an assessment of excavations was made taking into account the shape of 

the entrance, quantity of spoil and presence of badger hair/claw marks. A classification of 

sett type are made (Main Sett, Annex, Subsidiary, Outlier) based on the level of activity, 

number of entrances and proximity to other Setts in accordance with Harris et al (1989) 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Collins,J. (ed) (2016) Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologist: Good Practice Guidelines (3rd edn) The Bat   

Conservation Trust, London 
6 Harris, S., Cresswell, P., and Jefferies, D. (1989). Surveying Badgers. Occasional publication of the Mammals 

Society.  



 

 
 

  

Appendix 2 Target notes  

TN1 defunct hedgerow running through the centre of the site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

  

Plans 

Plan 1                 Proposed site layout 
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