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Meet the team
Mark Hill PARTNER
01285 648 105
mark.hill@mooreallen.co.uk

· RICS Registered 
Valuer

· Auctioneer
· Sales & 

Purchases 

· Valuation of Rural 
Properties

· Estate Planning

Anthony Wright ASSOCIATE
01454 238 600
anthony.wright@mooreallen.co.uk

· RICS Registered 
Valuer

· Planning & 
Development

· Promotion & 
Option Agreements

· Farm & Estate 
Management

· Agricultural 
Tenancies

· Basic Payment 
Scheme

Chris Graham PARTNER
01285 648 106
chris.graham@mooreallen.co.uk

· Basic Payment 
Scheme

· Farm Buildings
· Minerals

· Agricultural 
Tenancies

· Succession Planning
· RICS Registered 

Valuer

Richard Dell
01285 648 112 
richard.dell@mooreallen.co.uk
· RICS Registered 

Valuer
· Commercial 

Property Sales & 
Lettings

· Commercial 

Agreements
·	 Farm	Diversification
· Planning and 

Development
· Valuation of Rural & 

Commercial Property

Stuart Milsom PARTNER
01285 648 107
stuart.milsom@mooreallen.co.uk

· Farm & Estate 
Management

· Basic Payment 
Scheme

· Agricultural 
Tenancies

· Environmental 
Schemes

· Compensation 
Claims

· Utilities

Emily Shorter 
01285 648 107 
emily.shorter@mooreallen.co.uk
· RICS Registered 

Valuer
· Environmental 

Schemes

· Farming Agreements
· Digital Mapping
· Compensation 

Claims

Graham Singer CONSULTANT
01454 238 600
graham.singer@mooreallen.co.uk

· Promotion & 
Option Agreements

· Planning & 
Development

· Machinery 
Auctions

Peter Kirby CONSULTANT
01285 648 107 
peter.kirby@mooreallen.co.uk

· Machinery 
Auctions

· Stocktaking 
Valuations

· Compensation 
Claims 

· Agricultural 
Tenancies

Amy McDonald ASSOCIATE
01285 648 115
amy.mcdonald@mooreallen.co.uk

· RICS Registered 
Valuer

· Sales & 
Purchases 

· Valuation of Rural 
Properties

· Digital Mapping
· Land Registration

Tina Breakspear
01285 648 106 
tina.breakspear@mooreallen.co.uk

· Farm secretarial 
services

· Wages

· VAT returns

Paul Oughton PARTNER
01285 648 113
paul.oughton@mooreallen.co.uk

· Farm Management
· Basic Payment 

Scheme
· Environmental 

Schemes

· Property Letting
· Employment
· Agricultural 

Tenancies

Nicola Windell
01285 648115 
nicola.windell@mooreallen.co.uk

· Sales & Purchases
· Valuation of Rural 

Properties

· Digital Mapping
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M arch
7th - Beaufort Hunt Point to Point, 
Didmarton, Gloucestershire

21st - VWH Hunt Point to Point, 
Siddington, Cirencester

25th - Machinery Auction, 
Lowesmoor Farm, Cherington

April
8th - Collective Machinery Auction, 
Southrop, Lechlade

22nd - Collective Machinery 
Auction, Great Somerford

M ay
2nd - Wiltshire Young Farmers 
County Rally, Upper Seagry Farm, 
Upper Seagry, Chippenham

15th - Deadline for 2020 Basic 
Payment Scheme Application

21st - Machinery Auction, Charlton, 
Malmesbury

24th - Oxfordshire Young Farmers 
County Show & Rally, Ditchley, 
Enstone, Chipping Norton

June
12th - 14th MA&I Charity Cycle 
Ride in aid of Gloucestershire Young 
Carers

24th - Collective Machinery Auction, 
Great Somerford, Chippenham

July
11th & 12th -  
The Cotswold Show, 
Cirencester Park

August
8th - 125th Somerford Show, Great 
Somerford, Chippenham

September
TBC - Sporting and Fishing Sale,  
The Cirencester Salerooms

26th - The FFF&B Ploughing Match, 
Bampton

Welcome
Welcome to our 2019 annual review summarising some 
of the firm’s interesting highlights and achievements 
over the past twelve months. Despite politics seeming 
to dominate daily life in 2019, we met our deadlines 
whilst the politicians missed theirs! I hope that the 
following pages provide you with an interesting insight 
into some of the work that we undertook and further 
underlines the scope of advice that we are able to 
provide to landowners.

2020 marks the significant 175 year 
anniversary of Moore Allen & Innocent; 
no mean feat in these changing times. 
Whilst tradition is fundamental, the 
department continues to adapt to meet 
the changing needs of the modern 
farm and estate. Sound advice is more relevant than 
ever in turbulent times. Look out for updates on how 
we will mark this anniversary throughout the year. 

We continue to invest in our up and coming team and 
we are delighted to announce that Amy and Anthony 
became Associate Partners from 1st January, 2020. 
We have also increased Tina Breakspear’s hours so 
that she now spends two days a week with us; further 
strengthening the farm accounts function.

Thank you again for the loyal support from our Clients, 
old and new. We look forward to working with you in 
2020. 

Head of Agriculture
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2019 in Numbers

In 2019 the Agriculture Team completed the following on behalf of 
our farming and landowning Clients:

BASIC PAYMENT 
SCHEME 

BPS Applications were 
submitted before the 
deadline of 15th May, 

involving over 59,767 acres 
(24,188 hectares) with an 
expected payment to our Clients 
of in excess of £5 million.

We can help with all aspects of 
BPS including submitting and 
managing applications, active 
farmer’s checks, greening 
and ecological focus area 
calculations, entitlements and 
mapping. 

BPS Entitlements were 
sold up to 15th May, 2019. 

CONTACT:  
Stuart Milsom 01285 648107

244

1,392

170
47

242

HOUSES & COTTAGES 

houses and cottages 
were let and

 were under 
management.

CONTACT:  
Paul Oughton 01285 648113

SALES & PURCHASES 
OF RURAL PROPERTIES

Acres of land sold 

 Acres of land 
purchased

CONTACT:  
Mark Hill or Amy McDonald 
01285 648115

320
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RICS RED BOOK VALUATIONS

Our Agriculture Team includes 6 RICS Registered 
Valuers who are qualified to undertake formal Red 
Book valuation reports of freehold properties for the 

purposes of capital taxation, secured lending, financial 
statements, etc.  
In 2019 they undertook:

Red Book Valuation reports with a total market 
value of over £75 million.

CONTACT:  
Mark Hill or Amy McDonald 
01285 648115

ANNUAL STOCKTAKING VALUATIONS

Annual Stocktaking Valuations were carried 
out on behalf of farming businesses, ranging from 
Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire to North Wiltshire. 

CONTACT:  
Mark Hill 01285 648105

28

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Successful Planning Applications were made for 
changes in use.

CONTACT:  
Emily Shorter or Richard Dell 01285 648107

17

COMPENSATION CLAIMS

Compensation Claims were 
undertaken in respect of road & 
development schemes, pipelines etc. 

CONTACT:  
Chris Graham 01285 648106

35

188

6

FARMING 
ARRANGEMENTS 

New Farm Business Tenancies 
covering 4,725 acres. 

FBT Rent Reviews covering 450 
acres. 

AHA Rent Reviews covering 
2,000 acres. 

New Contract Farming 
Arrangements of over 1,110 acres. 

Contract Farming Arrangements 
under management, covering 6,154 
acres. 

Grazing Licences covering  
2,490 acres.

CONTACT: 

Chris Graham 01285 648106

13

2

3

2

12

48

10

2,399

MACHINERY AUCTIONS

Machinery Auctions were conducted 

Lots were sold with a total  
hammer price of £1,139,474.

CONTACT:  
Mark Hill or Emma Buse 01285 648115

COUNTRYSIDE 
STEWARDSHIP SCHEMES 

New Mid-Tier and Higher-Tier  
applications were made with a total 
annual claim value of £487,706.

ELS, HLS and existing Countryside 
Stewardship annual claims were made. 

CONTACT:  
Emily Shorter 01285 648107

22

54
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Property Management
• MEES – Property let under an AST must meet 

minimum energy performance banding “E” by 1st 
April, 2020 – or have an exemption registered. An 
exemption will require you to prove that you have 
spent at least £3,500 (including VAT) on making 
improvements to qualify for an exemption. If you 
are upgrading property, plan for the long term. 
The energy efficiency trajectory shows that there 
may be a move to a band “D” minimum standard 
by 2025, and band “C” by 2030.

• The Homes (Fitness for Human 
Habitation) Act 2018 – From 20th 
March 2019, new tenancies had to 
comply with the rules. From 20th 
March 2020, all existing tenancies 
should also comply. 

• Septic Tanks – Compliance with the 
General Binding rules deadline of 1st 
January, 2020 has now passed.

• Tree inspections – The tragic case of the 
Mother and Daughter killed by a falling tree in 
Gloucestershire last Autumn highlighted the 
dangers associated with trees adjoining Highways 
and PROWs. If in doubt, get your trees checked 
and keep a record of doing so!

• Insurance cover – Limits on Employers Liability, 
health and safety and adverse weather are just 
some of the items worth checking to ensure you 
have sufficient cover in place.

Agricultural Support
• The Agriculture Bill – The Bill will shortly have 

its second reading by MPs before passing into 
law, (which is expected later this year). It sets out 
expenditure plans for agriculture and other related 
land uses following our departure from the EU. 
This has previously been referred to as “public 
money for public goods”. Whilst the Government 

has recently confirmed that funding in 2020 for 
support schemes will be the same as in 2019, 
the funding under BPS begins to reduce from 
2021 onwards. Measures should now be put in 
place to analyse your business in order to mitigate 
reductions to farming incomes.

Business Planning & Succession
• Asset Review – Are you sweating your assets 

enough? Is the grazier paying the going rate? Is 
that dilapidated building in the farmyard costing 

you money when it could be generating a 
commercial rent? 

• Tax – The Office of Tax 
Simplification has recently reviewed 
capital taxes, particularly Capital 
Gains Tax and Inheritance Tax. 
Whilst we still await the outcome of 

the review, it is perhaps a sensible 
time to analyse your own tax position, 

especially for those thinking about 
transferring assets.

Telephone Masts 
• 2020 will surely see the current stalemate in 

rent negotiations ease. Continue to monitor 
developments and don’t give in too easily!

Agricultural Rents
• The rental position is likely to become interesting 

as the year passes by. With BPS income expected 
to fall away from 2021, greater emphasis than ever 
will be placed on productivity and direct returns 
from the holding.

As change occurs across the spectrum of agriculture 
and land management, the MAI Agriculture Team evolves 
with it. We pride ourselves on being able to advise on all 
of the above issues and more. 

Looking too far ahead can be perilous. In last year’s Review, I suggested that we would 
leave the EU on 31st March, 2019 – and look where we ended up! Notwithstanding that, 
the following overview highlights some key items to have on your “to do” list to consider 
in the months ahead;

Looking Ahead 

to 2020
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Swillbrook Farm
In January 2020, contracts were exchanged for the sale of Swillbrook Farm, Malmesbury 
on behalf of the Executors of the Late Bill Reid. 

Bill was widely known in the farming 
community, and the farm was Bill’s 
home since he purchased it in 1982. 
During his period of ownership, 
Moore Allen & Innocent was 
involved on the farm in many ways, 
including helping him to source 
the nucleus of his highly 
regarded beef suckler 
herd of ¾ bred 
Limousin cows 
from Carlisle and 
Bishops Castle 
markets. 

Bill was a great 
friend of Moore 
Allen & Innocent; 
he is pictured here 
presenting the prize 
for the Champion Ram 
to Tony Boucher at the Sheep 
Fair in Cirencester Market in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Market 
Committee. 

However, Moore Allen & Innocent’s 
involvement with Swillbrook Farm 
goes back to a time long before 
Bill’s ownership, with the firm acting 
on behalf of a number of previous 
owners. On 19th January, 1885 the 
firm (then known as Moore and Hill) 

auctioned the farm on behalf of Mr 
Robert Brewin at the Kings Head 
Hotel, Cirencester. It was described 
as a “dairy farm and choice fruit 
orchards”. 

More recently, Mr E G Radway, a 
Partner of Moore Allen & Innocent, 

valued the standing and cut 
corn on behalf of Mr 

Wardle Smith on 16th 
August, 1945 on the 

sale of the farm to 
Mr C W Griffeth-
Jones. In 1949 
Mr Griffeth-Jones 
subsequently sold 

Swillbrook Farm to 
Mr Peter Hudson, for 

whom Mr Radway acted 
in the valuation of hay, straw, 

machinery, implements, fixtures, 
tenant right and acts of husbandry. 
Kirkwoods of Reading acted for the 
Seller. They valued these items at 
£73 2/- 9d. Mr Radway valued them 
at £68 5/- 6d. A compromise was 
found, and the valuation was settled 
at £70 14/-.

Peter Hudson and Bill Reid were 
both highly regarded Masters of the 
VWH Hunt.
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A Selection of Farms & Rural 
Properties Sold in 2019

LAND AT PENN GROUNDS 35.17 acres
Bourton-on-the-Water, Gloucestershire

Pastureland and Buildings Sold For £480,000

LAND AT WESTEND FARM 75.57 acres 
Poole Keynes, Gloucestershire

Pasture and Woodland Guide Price £475,000

SOLD BY AUCTIONSOLD

COMMON FARM  167.45 acres
Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire

Farm Buildings with Consent for two Residential 
Conversions and Arable Land
 Guide Price £1,850,000

LAND AT DRAYCOT PARK FARM
143.76 acres
Draycot Cerne, Chippenham, Wiltshire
Pasture and Arable Land, part with potential for 
Commercial Development Guide Price £1,750,000

SOLDSOLD

TYNING FARM  137.72 acres
Broad Town, Swindon, Wiltshire

Farmhouse, Farm Buildings and Pastureland
  Guide Price £1,500,000

FIELD AT BROAD TOWN 14.30 acres
Swindon, Wiltshire

Pasture Field  Guide Price £115,000

SOLD SOLD
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FIELD AT LITTLE SOMERFORD 7.33 acres
Malmesbury, Wiltshire

Pasture Paddock Guide Price £100,000

SWILLBROOK FARM 295.62 acres
Malmesbury, Wiltshire

Farmhouse, Four Cottages, Farm Buildings  
and Pastureland Guide Price £4,500,000

PADDOCK AT THE LEIGH 3.77 acres
Gloucester, Gloucestershire

Pasture Paddock Guide Price £50,000

PADDOCK AT GRITTENHAM 4.39 acres
Chippenham, Wiltshire

Pasture Paddock Guide Price £45,000

JACOBS FARM BUILDINGS 3.52 acres
Lechlade, Gloucestershire  
Building with consent for Residential Conversion, 
further Buildings and a Pasture Paddock
 Guide Price £375,000

LAND AT HAYLEAZE FARM 119.74 acres
Crudwell, Malmesbury, Wiltshire

Pastureland
 Guide Price £900,000

SOLD STCSOLD STC

SOLD STC

SOLD SOLD

For advice on the marketing and sale of all rural properties please contact  
Mark Hill or Amy McDonald on 01285 648115

SOLD
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In 2019 we were approached by a Client who had 
received a Statutory Notice from a water company 
informing him that a new pipeline would be installed 
though his land. We became involved at the outset 
and attended meetings to negotiate the issues arising 
from the works which included arranging access, 
accommodation works, compensation and easements. 
The farm comprises approximately 600 acres of mixed 
permanent pasture and arable in Wiltshire. 

Environmental Schemes including 
Countryside Stewardship (CS) 
The farm was is in a CS Mid-Tier Scheme which 
includes AB9: winter bird food, GS4: legume and 
herb-rich swards, BE3: management of hedgerows 
and GS2: permanent grassland with very low inputs. 
The pipe was scheduled to run directly through some 
of the option areas and our Client would be temporarily 
prevented from carrying out some of the management 
requirements that applied for that scheme year. 

In this case, we needed to apply for a “minor and 

temporary adjustment” to the CS management 
requirements. RPA will consider alternative 
management, including the specifics of the “minor and 
temporary adjustment”, what adjustment is necessary, 
where and for what period of time it will apply. A copy of 
the Notice and plan was sent to the RPA.

In other cases, an unexpected pipe burst could also 
lead to you being unable to meet the requirements 
under your agreement. This might be seen as an 
exceptional circumstance (force majeure). If this 
happens, you should inform RPA within 15 working 
days of the date  on which you are unable to carry out 
the CS requirements, with evidence to show what has 
happened and how the event meant you were unable to 
fulfil the scheme. RPA will consider the facts to decide 
whether or not the agreement holder is relieved of all 
or part of their obligations and whether all or part of 
the grant should be withheld or repaid. A force majeure 
circumstance should not result in payment being 
withheld. 

Utility Companies v Landowners 
What are your rights?

Electricity lines, water pipes and, to a lesser extent, gas pipes owned by utility 
companies are often found on rural properties. Much of the infrastructure is ageing and 
at full capacity, meaning that burst pipe repairs and equipment upgrades are frequently 
required in order to keep the networks going. As a result, you may find yourself in a 
position where a utility company needs access to your land. 
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Basic Payment Scheme
In the pipe laying situation referred to above, BPS was 
also affected, as the works meant that the land was 
not eligible and the farmer was in breach of the cross 
compliance rules. As we were aware that the works 
would take place during the year prior to applying for 
BPS, we removed the area from the claim. 

If the works had taken place after we had 
applied for BPS, there would have been 
two options: Firstly, we could have 
asked the RPA to remove the land 
from the area claimed, or secondly, 
request that the RPA consider it 
as force majeure. 

This loss in income would need 
to be accounted for in the final 
compensation claim. 

If there was a burst pipe and your 
land was flooded, this would still 
be eligible for BPS if the flooding is 
temporary and the land would otherwise 
still be available for agricultural activity. 

Contract Farming Agreements
Another complication with the pipe laying scheme was 
that the land was farmed under a contract farming 
agreement. The works made a large area of the arable 
land sterile and therefore the cropped area needed to 
be adjusted to remove this land from the agreement and 
the contract charges adjusted accordingly. A claim for 

crop loss and any future crop loss was then included 
within the compensation claim. 

Compensation Claim
We submitted a compensation claim to the water 
company which included crop loss, future crop loss, 
reinstatement works, reseeding and rolling the area, and 

the cost of grass seed as well as an amount for 
the disturbance caused to the Landowner. 

It is very important that all of the 
disruption, losses and time spent 

are accurately recorded as this 
will assist negotiations at the end 
of the works. We recommend 
keeping a daily record. It is 
also important that a record of 
condition is undertaken before 

the works commence. 

For any utility or third party access, 
instruct a surveyor as soon as 

possible.

Please contact Emily Shorter on 01285 648107 if 
you require assistance with:

• Compensation claims following works to utility 
infrastructure; 

• Negotiations for acquisition of land for the 
installation of utility infrastructure;

• Negotiation of wayleave and easement 
payments for infrastructure over privately 
owned land. 

The majority of the legislation 
that allows utility companies 
entry also provides the 
requirement for them to 
pay compensation to land 
owners/occupiers for any 
losses sustained as a result 
of the works. This includes 
employing a surveyor to act 
on their behalf to assess 
and submit a claim for 
compensation. 
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All probate valuations for potentially taxable estates now 
have to be undertaken according to the RICS Valuation 
Standards, known as the “Red Book”. These valuations 
can only be undertaken by RICS Registered Valuers. 

HMRC now carries out regular investigations into 
probate valuations, which is possibly a major reason why 
Government receipts from Inheritance Tax (IHT) have 
increased substantially. 

Agricultural Value and tax 
reliefs:
When undertaking valuations of farm properties for 
probate purposes, we are regularly asked to comment 
on the likely availability of tax reliefs from IHT, and on the 
“agricultural value” of such properties. Agricultural 
Property Relief “APR” from IHT is commonly 
available, which often completely exempts 
agricultural property transfers from IHT. APR is 
generally available on the “agricultural value” of 
property, defined as: “The agricultural value of 
any agricultural property shall be taken to be the 
value which would be the value of property if the 
property was subject to a perpetual covenant prohibiting 
its use otherwise than as agricultural property”. 

Assessing the agricultural value of farm properties is not 
always as straightforward as it may at first appear. There 
are numerous issues that Clients considering future 
estate planning ought to take into account:

• Farmland and farm buildings used for agricultural 
purposes are generally eligible for APR at 100% of 
their agricultural value where vacant possession is 
available (including land let on FBT). 

• Any value over the agricultural value is not eligible 
for APR, but might be eligible for Business 
Property Relief (BPR) if the land and buildings are 
in hand and are utilised as part of a business. 

• If the land is rented out it would not be eligible for 
BPR. 

• Farms subject to Agricultural Holdings Act 
tenancies are generally eligible for APR at 50% of 
their market value. 

• Farmland grazed by horses (except where used 
for working or stud purposes) is generally ineligible 
for APR. 

• Farm cottages occupied by farm workers or 
ex-farm workers are generally eligible for APR at 
100% of their market value. 

• Farmhouses occupied for the running of a farming 
business, and  of “a character appropriate” to the 
farm should be eligible for APR. Even then, HMRC 

will usually argue that only 70% of its market 
value is eligible for APR.

The examples above are only a minor precis of 
the subject. 

Planning for the future can be of critical 
importance in order to mitigate any future tax 

liability on transfers of farm properties. There are 
often major benefits to be gained from being prepared, 
but there can be pitfalls which should be avoided. 

Our Agriculture Team includes: 
• 6 RICS Registered Valuers;

• With over 90 years of experience between them; 

• In 2019 they undertook 41 Red Book probate 
valuations including over 3,165 acres of farmland 
with a total market value of nearly £60 million. 

There was a time when “probate 
valuations” were carried out on an 
informal basis with a “conservative” 
valuation provided for probate purposes 
and a rather more optimistic figure for sale 
purposes if the subject property was to 
be offered for sale. This approach is no 
longer acceptable. 

Inheritance  
Tax Valuations

Should you require advice on estate planning and IHT on 
farms, please contact Mark Hill or Amy McDonald on 
01285 648115.
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It has been another busy year for the Residential Development Team. In 2019 Graham 
Singer and Anthony Wright were involved with a total of 59 development sites at various 
stages of the planning process. The sites are located across the country in Wiltshire, 
Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Surrey, Cambridgeshire, Buckinghamshire and Lincolnshire. 

130

441

246

During 2019:

2 sites were sold and 2 went under offer. A total 
of 130 new dwellings, with a total sale price of £6 
million. 

12 sites were signed up to promotion or 
option agreements covering an area of 441 

acres.

30 sites are awaiting planning consent.

9 sites extending to 246 acres have been 
identified for residential development, for which 
heads of terms were agreed for promotion or 

option agreements. 

15 further sites are still pending.

Highworth, Swindon, Wiltshire
Outline Planning Permission for 70 units
 SOLD – March, 2019

SOLD

Cricklade, Wiltshire
Outline Planning Permission for 25 units
 SOLD – February, 2019

SOLD

If you think that you may have land with potential for 
development, please contact Anthony Wright or 
Graham Singer on 01454 238600.

A particular highlight of 2019 was the sale of a residential 
development site in Highworth, Swindon. The project 
started in 2017 when the Clients approached Moore 
Allen & Innocent for marketing advice. In 2018 the Clients 
secured a planning consent for 70 dwellings. The Team 
marketed the land by informal tender and received a 
total of twelve offers. We conducted interviews with the 
top three Offerors and a Developer was selected. Terms 
were agreed and the land was sold in March, 2019. Our 
Clients were extremely pleased with the end result. 

Residential Development
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In 2019 we let 25 premises with a further 4 currently undergoing contract 
negotiations or referencing. We received enquiries from over 300 unique 
applicants for properties that we have listed.

The team also undertakes commercial property sales and, during 2019, we 
successfully negotiated several sales working in close co-operation with the 
Residential and Agriculture teams.

Building on the successes of 2018, we have continued to expand our Rural Commercial 
Department. In 2019 we let and sold a wide range of properties, including the following:

Rural Commercial Services

Norcote, Cirencester 
Office Guide: £1,950 PCM 

Callow Hill, Brinkworth
Workshop Unit Guide: £1,400 PCM 

Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire
Mixed Use Commercial/Residential 
Investment Property Guide: £400,000

Kemble, Cirencester
Office Guide: £850 PCM 

Hullavington, Chippenham
Yard Guide: £1,450 PCM 

Love Lane, Cirencester
Commercial Property with Yard  
Guide: £475,000 

LET

LET

LET

SOLD (STC)

LET

SOLD 

We can provide you with advice on all 
aspects of commercial property, right 
through from concept to delivery. If 
you have a commercial property you 
wish to sell or let, please do give us 
a call to discuss; we will be happy to 
help. Please contact Richard Dell on 
01285 648112.
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On 30th May, 1845 Mr. C.F. Moore 
conducted his first property auction at the 
Bathurst Arms, North Cerney.

Included in the auction were two cottages and a pasture 
field situated within North Cerney village, extending to 
8 acres and 3 roods (“more or less”). This is the earliest 
record that we have of the firm that has grown in to 
today’s Moore Allen & Innocent. 175 years later, we 
are proud to be conducting property auctions 
still, as well as providing an immense range 
of property and chattels services to the 
communities of Cirencester, Lechlade, 
Tetbury and far beyond. Following Mr 
Moore, there have been a further 19 
Partners in the business!

The firm has survived two world wars, twelve 
recessions, the “millennium bug” and farming 
crises such as BSE and Foot and Mouth. We still act for 
Clients in Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Oxfordshire and as 
far afield as Nottingham and Cambridgeshire. 

Some of our Clients are second, third and even fourth 
generation, and there are numerous properties which the 
firm has sold more than once! These include:

• Swillbrook Farm, Minety in 1885 and 2020;

• Warrens Cross Farm, Lechlade in 1906 and 2018;

• Flistridge Farm, Minety in 1873 and 1988 and

• Lechlade Manor in 1929 and 1998.

We have recently been instructed to sell a large farm to 
the north of Cirencester, 106 years after Mr C. F. Moore 
auctioned it in 1914! Further details are to follow in the 
Summer.

We will be celebrating this historic 175th birthday with 
several events throughout 2020. Our main aim is to give 

something back to the local community, as it is 
you that have supported us for all of this time. 

We aim to plant 175 trees in local public 
places for everyone to enjoy and we will be 
marking the event with a Summer party.

We will also be partaking in a sponsored 
sporting challenge to raise money for this 

year’s chosen charity, Gloucestershire Young 
Carers. This will involve cycling a “conference 

bike” (driven by seven people) 175 kilometres around 
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and Oxfordshire over three 
days. The team will be passing through various locations 
that are linked with the business including our four offices 
and our machinery sale sites. We would also love to visit 
some of our long standing Clients, especially those who 
are third or fourth generation! Please do get in touch if 
you are able to offer the team any support.

Here’s to the next 175 years…

175 Years of  
Moore Allen & Innocent&
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Cirencester Office
01285 648100

Lechlade Office
01367 252541

Tetbury Office
01454 238600

Cirencester Salerooms
01285 646050 mooreallen.co.uk

Moore than
Agricultural consultants

Estate agents 

Auctioneers  

Valuers

Surveyors


