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Welcome to the August issue of 
Property News!

Schools are out which means 
one thing – summer holidays and 
keeping the kids entertained! This 
time always seems to fly by, with 
the first day of the new school year 
creeping up when you least expect 
it. So why not get prepared now, 
so that you can enjoy the holidays 
with the thought that you’ve already 
got it cracked when it comes to 
buying uniform, and being inspired 
with lunch box ideas. Take a look at 
pages 6-7 and 10 to find out more.

And when it comes to keeping 
the kids entertained during the 
holidays, there are bound to be 
days when you can’t get them 
away from the iPad, tablet or some 
form of electronics. Technology 
and its development have, to an 
extent, defined the modern age in 
which we live. But have you ever 
wondered what it would be like to 
live in a home which practically ran 
itself? In-home smart technology is 
becoming ever popular, and inside, 
we take a look at why.

Plus, if you want to use any time off 
during the summer to update the 
look of your home, then inside we 
have ideas and inspiration for your 
dining room. Turn it from feeling like 
a wasted space into a dining room 
delight! (See pages 8-9).

As ever, there’s plenty inside to 
keep your busy during the holidays 
(although I’m sure the kids will do 
their best to keep you busy too!)

Until next time, happy holidays and 
happy reading.

Linda McKeown
Editor

Hello 
from the 

Editor!

Technology and its development 
have, to an extent, defined 

the modern age in which we live. 
Almost everything we do is now 
determined by technology in some 
way. The evolution of technology 
has demanded of most industries 
an equally fast growth and, in turn, 
significant innovation in the way they 
operate.

In particular, over the past ten years, 
smart technology has been growing 
faster, to much approval from the 
general public. It has settled down and 
flourished rather nicely in peoples' 
homes, with broadband internet 
connection having become much 
more reliable, flexible and 
independent, and smart 
phones are now used to 
remotely control many in-
home smart technology 
devices.

Science fiction itself has 
explored the idea of home 
automation for decades, 
so the concept has been 
floating around for a long 
time. 

But the notion that homes could be 
interactive and could seemingly run 
themselves hasn't just inspired the 
likes of prolific writers such as Ray 
Bradbury – people everywhere are 
excited at the prospect of a more 
technologically independent home. 

Although the idea of home 
automation has been around for 
some time, actual smart homes have 
only existed a short while. The ECHO 
IV was the first real in-home smart 
device. It could compute shopping 
lists, control the home’s temperature 
and turn appliances on and off. During 

Just   how smart is   
smart technology   
for   the   home?
Ever wondered what it would be like to live in 
a home which practically ran itself? In-home 
smart technology is becoming more and more 
popular, and this article will explain why

the very late 1990's and early 2000's, 
smart homes and home automation in 
general began to increase in popularity 
and, as such, different technology 
began to emerge. Smart homes 
suddenly became more affordable, 
with domestic technologies, home 
networking, and other gadgets 
beginning to appear on store shelves.

But what exactly is smart technology, 
and what makes it unique? Well, the 
conveniently-named 'smart' label is an 
acronym for 'self-monitoring analysis 
and reporting technology.' Basically 
it’s capable of adapting automatically 
and can modify its behavior to fit its 
environment, possessing the ability to 

sense things with technology sensors. 
Smart technology has recently begun 
to play a significant role in homes, 
especially with in-home security 
systems. It seems to be the perfect 
complement to the notion of security, 
since smart technology works 
remotely without you needing to be 
at the location, meaning that you can 
witness live CCTV footage, activate 
certain security devices, be alerted to 
a break-in, and even answer the door 
via your smart device whilst you're 
away from your property.

As the twenty-first century has 
progressed, however, and we 
ourselves have become smarter, 

The ECHO IV was the first real 
in-home smart device. It could 
compute shopping lists, control 

the home’s temperature and 
turn appliances on and off
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smart homes are now much more 
about both security and living 
greener. The smart technology that 
we're bringing into our homes today 
is sustainable, and they help to ensure 
that our homes aren’t expending 
unnecessary energy. There is a variety 
of smart in-home devices currently 
on the market; some of the most 
popular of which include remote 
mobile control, automated lights, 
automated thermostat adjustment, 
scheduling appliances, mobile/email/
text notifications, and remote video 
surveillance.

Due to the exponential growth of in-
home smart technology, what we can 
expect to see in the future will be truly 
staggering. Already researchers have 
discovered thin film solar technology 

and applied this to windows so that 
every window in your home or office 
can be a power generator. Future 
robots are increasingly being talked 
about so we could see them in our 
homes performing various tasks and 
domestic chores.

Different smart phone apps will 
increase rapidly, and it is speculated 
that there will be apps for such 
things as checking the temperature 
of your refrigerator, turning on 
the oven, and starting the laundry. 
Future home entertainment systems 
will be out of this world, the future 
workplace will be incorporated into 
the home, seniors will enjoy the use of 
escalators and moving walkways, and 
all future homes will be built with age-
appropriate child-proofing already in 

place. We can also expect to see beds 
which record how well you sleep, 
wardrobes that iron clothes whilst 
hung up, televisions which choose 
programs for you to watch, carpets 
that retract to expose hardwood 
flooring, coffee ready for as soon as 
the alarm goes off, and self-loading 
washing machines!

Future robots are 
increasingly being talked 
about so we could see 

them in our homes 
performing various tasks 

and domestic chores
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By next year, debit cards are 
scheduled to overtake cash, 

claiming the top spot as the UK’s 
most frequently used payment 
method: a feat that was originally 
predicted not to take place until 
2021. That’s according to forecasts 
by payments industry trade 
association, Payments UK, who say 
that this rise is due to the growing 
trend in using contactless.

Figures from the association show 
that in 2016, debit cards were used 
11.6 billion times, with contactless 
making up just over one in five of 
these transactions. When it came 
to cash, last year it was used for 
15.4 billion payments. By next year, 
it’s predicted that there will be 13.4 
billion debit card payments – one 
in three of which are expected to 
be contactless. Compare this to the 
predicted 13.3 billion cash payments 
for 2018 and it’s clear to see that 
cash will no longer be the most 
frequently used payment method.

Adrian Buckle, chief economist at 
Payments UK, said that although 
it’s clear that contactless is growing 
in popularity, it doesn’t necessarily 
mean it marks the death of cash: 

By next year, it’s 
predicted that there will 

be 13.4 billion debit card 
payments – one in three 
of which are expected to 

be contactless

With the introduction of new coins and notes of late, such as the pound coin and 
five pound note, and with a new ten pound note coming out soon, it may come as a 
surprise to hear that cash may no longer be the king of wallets and purses

“This is a significant shift but it's vital 
to note that even in the face of this 
change, we believe any claims the UK 
will soon become a cashless society 
are wide of the mark.”

And in a move that will please 
consumers who use cards to 
purchase goods, the Government has 
announced that paying by card will 
be free for consumers from next year 
– putting an end to ‘rip-off’ card fees.

The plans include all consumer-
facing credit and debit fees to be 
banned from 2018 under an EU 
rule change and any organisations 
caught charging customers for card 

payments will be made to repay the 
fees; and for those that refuse, they 
will be slapped with fines. Those 
under fire include shops, restaurants, 
travel firms, councils, HMRC, and 
other government agencies including 
the DVLA.

So what cards will be affected by 
the new UK ban? Consumers paying 
using Visa, Mastercard, Paypal and 
American Express cards will benefit 
from the changes.

The rules will also apply to corner 
shops who currently charge 
customers to make small payments 
by card although there it’s predicted 
that they may just increase the limit 
for card use to £10 in order to avoid 
losing out on smaller card payments.

Stephen Barclay, Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury, said: 
“Rip-off charges have no place in a 
modern Britain and that’s why card 
charging in Britain is about to come 
to an end. This is about fairness and 
transparency, and so from next year 
there will be no more nasty surprises 
for people at the check-out just for 
using a card."

Is cash still king?

Sell with us and we'll give 
you a free property website



On Sunday 16th July, Roger Federer created all-time records when he 
beat Cilic in straight sets, 6–3, 6–1, 6–4, in the Gentlemen's Singles. 

It was his nineteenth Grand Slam Men's Singles title and his eighth 
Wimbledon title.

Speaking at a press conference after his win, Federer described 
Wimbledon as his favourite tournament, of which he enjoyed being a part 
of: “Wimbledon was always my favourite tournament; will always be my 
favourite tournament. To mark history here at Wimbledon really means a 
lot to me. Funny enough I didn’t think of it that much throughout the day 
or throughout the trophy ceremony, I was more just so happy that I was 
able to win Wimbledon again.

“It’s been a long road, been an exciting road, it’s been tough at times, but 
that’s how it’s supposed to be. So to be Wimbledon champion for an entire 
year now is something I can’t wait to savour and just enjoy. So 
it was super special and at that level to be part of Wimbledon 
history is truly amazing.”

Any hopes for a Brit winning the Men’s title were quashed when 
Andy Murray went out in the quarter finals (6-3, 4-6, 7-6, 1-6, 
1-6) after Sam Querrey from the USA claimed victory after 2 
hours and 42 minutes on court. Despite Murray going out, there 
was still hope for Britain in the form of Johanna Konta who got 
through to the semi finals to face American Venus Williams. 
However, it wasn’t to be for a British winner in the singles this 
year as Williams served victory in straight sets (6-4, 6-2) going 
through to the finals to face Spain’s Garbiñe Muguruza.

This time however, it was Williams who was defeated in straight 
sets, 7-5, 6-0, and Muguruza was crowned winner, ending 
Williams’ hopes of being crowned Champion in her sister 
Serena’s absence from Wimbledon this year. Muguruza’s win 
was her second Grand Slam Women's Singles title and her first 
title at Wimbledon, having previously reached the final in 2015.

As Wimbledon winners Federer and Muguruza both claimed 
£2.2 million in prize money.

This year, Roger Federer 
surpassed the record of 
most Wimbledon wins 
that he had shared with 
Pete Sampras, when he 
beat Croatia’s Marin Cilic 
in straight sets

at Wimbledon
is made

History

Roger Federer created 
all-time records 

when he beat Cilic in 
straight sets… in the 
Gentlemen’s Singles
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Lily & Dan Girls’ Pinafore 2-Pack
Available in black, navy and grey. £5.99
www.aldi.com

3 Pack Unisex Pure 
Cotton Polo Shirts
Available in 5 colours. From £7
www.marksandspencer.com

Longer Length Pleated Skirt
Available in 3 colours. From £6
www.next.co.uk/back-to-school

Boy’s Formal 
Trousers

Available in 2 
colours and in 
standard and 

slim fit. From £8
www.next.co.uk/

back-to-school

AND DON’T 
FORGET 
THESE…

Personalised 
Unicorn Backpack
£14.99 | very.co.uk 

AVAILABL
E 

IN SLIM & 

STANDARD
FIT



MAKE 
UNIFORM 
BUYING 
KIDS PLAY!

Beat the rush and get organised now for 
when the kids return to school. We’ve picked 
out some of the best priced items available

Girls’ Cotton Knitted Trousers
Available in 4 colours. From £7
www.marksandspencer.com 

School Jersey Skater Skirt – Black 
From £3
www..direct.asda.com/george

Lily & Dan Boy’s Black Trousers
Available in 2 other colours. £1.25
www.aldi.com

White Short Sleeve Shirts 5-Pack
Standard & slim fit available. From £20
www.next.co.uk/back-to-school

Cath Kidston Lunch Bag
Hampstead Ditsy design. £13
cathkidson.com 

Kids’ Star Wars 
Rucksack
£18 | marksandspencer.com 

Denim Patch Pencil Case
£8 | claires.com 

Smash Skull Bag & Bottle
£7 | direct.asda.com 

Smiggle Says Pop 
Out Pencil Case
£12.50 | smiggle.co.uk
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Muriva Precious Silks 
Art Deco Wallpaper

Decorating one wall with a 
statement paper will bring 
class and warmth, making 

your dining room feel more 
homely. This range offers 

luxury style with elements of 
a gorgeous metallic gold foil 
embellishment, perfect for a 
statement wall providing an 

elegant and sophisticated look.

£19.95
www.ilovewallpaper.co.uk

It’s not the worst problem to 
have, but having a redundant 
dining room can feel like a 
wasted space in any home. So, 
let’s change that. Here are some 
ideas and inspiration: you’ll be 
entertaining guests in no time!

Dining room delights

Set of 3 wall shelves 

Use your dining area as a 
handy storage space in a 

stylish way. Perfect for any 
dining area, these modern 

shelves will allow you to store 
and showcase photos, books 

and decorative items.

£49.99
www.argos.com 

Willis & Gambier Oak Painted Worcester Table
It will be Christmas at yours this year, with this large extending 
table, perfect for the ever growing family and it comes with 6 
beige Stanza chairs. 

Reduced to £1,085.00
www.debenhams.com
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John Lewis Hanging Tulip 
Tealight holder
Add impact with feature lighting. 
An overhead light can create a real 
focal point and perfect lighting can 
change your room completely. Place 
a tea light in this charming holder, 
which has been crafted from sheet 
iron to create a warm and inviting 
glow. Not only will this be perfect for 
indoor use above your dining table, 
but you can even use it outside – 
ideal for dining alfresco. 

£10.00
www.johnlewis.com

John Lewis Scandi Seedheads 
Print Table Runner
Set your table in style with this 
beautiful table runner from the John 
Lewis range, crafted from cotton and 
decorated with a chic contemporary 
print, this will add a beautifully natu-
ral texture to your table. Perfect for 
both formal and informal dining.

£16.00
www.johnlewis.com

Wisteria Duck Egg/Pistacho 
Seat Pad
Add style with this beautiful seat pad 
which can be tied onto your chair. 
Not only will it provide comfort, but it 
will also complement your decor.

Reduced to £14.40
www.lauraashley.com

1
.Allow comfortable seating for your guests and family. Choose 
chairs that are comfy enough to sit on for a good few hours 
whilst you wine and dine. 

2
.Create an intimate atmosphere. This doesn’t mean it has to be 
dark and gloomy: fill the room with light and position furniture 
so that everyone can interact and see one another. 

3
.Bring the outside in by placing flowers or plants on the 
window sill. Not only will this create a lovely smell but it also 
brings colour and life to the room.

4
.Finish off with quirky features and add a unique element to 
your finishing touches. Try different china plates in similar 
colours to give a contemporary twist, or add a unique candle 

holder for a modern focal point.

Top Tips

Traditional Framed Mirror
If you have a small space for your 
dining room then employ mirrors 
to create a magical effect. Not 
only does this visually extend the 
feel of a dining room, but it can 
also amplify natural light to turn 
a dark room into a bright, soft 
space. This classic framed mirror 
would be perfectly placed above 
a side table to create ample 
light. The wooden frame can 
be finished in either gold, silver 
or white and comes in different 
sizes.

Reduced to £74.99
www.wayfair.co.uk 

Prices correct at time of publishing. July 2017



Ham and Cheese Mufffiins
These make-ahead muffins are 

delicious and great for a quick snack 
or lunch for anyone – even you! This 

savoury and mouthwatering delight is 
a fresh take on the classic and boring 

sandwich and the recipe is simple. You 
can find it here along with plenty of 

other recipes at onehungrymama.com

Pizza Roll Ups
The best part about pizza roll ups is 

that they are super easy to make and 
you can freeze them. Yes, that’s right; 
batch cook and fill up a drawer, taking 

them out each night to defrost for 
the next day! Job done. Oh, and your 
kids’ eyes will light up when they see 
these tomatoey, yummy treats. Why 

not even let your child get involved by 
letting them choose fillings and bake 

them with you at the weekend.

Pasta Pots
Cold pasta in a lovely tomato sauce 

is great all year round. Add in all their 
favourite vegetables and meats, from 

mushrooms to bacon, topped with plenty 
of cheese. You can even pick up a handy 
lunchbox with different compartments to 
store the fork. And yes, don’t forget the 

fork or it may get messy!

 Build Your Own
Build your own anything is fun, but 

when it comes to food it’s even better! 
As a parent, you don’t even have to 

make it – you can let your child enjoy 
that part. Throw in a few wraps or 

savoury biscuits, some ham, cheese 
and tomato sauce sachets and that’s 
lunch sorted. If it’s looking a bit too 

beige for your liking, then why not add 
some carrot and cucumber sticks with 

some hummus as a side dish. 

School lunches: change it up this year
Hate packing up the kids’ lunches every night? Perhaps 
you fill it with a sandwich, an orange and a packet of 
crisps? Well, we’ll help you change with our ideas that 
make it fun – and put a smile on their face!

The best part of going to school on your birthday was those little notes 
your parents would sneak into your lunch box saying ‘Happy Birthday’ along 
with the enormous slab of chocolate cake and pizza fingers, which your 
friends would all envy. So why can’t kids have this every day? Give them that 
excitement to open a lunch box and there not to be a single sandwich in sight!

Inspiration for you
Too much chocolate and crisps in their 
lunch box? Then try these ideas instead!• Swirled yogurt topped with their favourite fruits• Sweet potato crisps• Chocolate dipped orange segments• Popcorn

• Flapjacks with yogurt & raisins• Fruit skewers• Individually wrapped cheeses

Delightful!

Growing Up
As your children get older, they may 
become a little embarrassed by all 
the fun of their packed lunch and 
may just prefer a sandwich. They 

probably won’t enjoy building their 
own wraps with little sachets of 

ketchup, so why not just ask them 
what they want? It’s important that 
children get the right nutrients, es-

pecially when they are growing 24/7 
but you also want to be assured that 

they are not going hungry either.



Inspiration for you
Too much chocolate and crisps in their 
lunch box? Then try these ideas instead!• Swirled yogurt topped with their favourite fruits• Sweet potato crisps• Chocolate dipped orange segments• Popcorn

• Flapjacks with yogurt & raisins• Fruit skewers• Individually wrapped cheeses
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With thousands of tenants in arrears each year, rent 
guarantee insurance is more important than ever, so here  

we outline all of its main benefits and conditions

Protecting against financial loss is becoming ever more important. And in the case 
of private rented accommodation, we know that if the situation does not work out 
with the tenant – for whatever reason – their contract can simply be terminated. In 
this case, the rental deposit paid by the tenant may not need to be returned to them. 
However, because of this tenancy contract (which, of course, always needs to be 
honored), you could end up losing a substantial amount of money if your tenant fails 
to pay any given rent payment in full, or indeed at all. If you are relying on that rent 
money to significantly contribute toward the mortgage repayments for that property, 
you could suffer exponentially.

With 9.3% of all tenants in Britain going into arrears each year, rent guarantee 
insurance could be the answer to these problems. Of course it is optional to have 
the cover, but having it helps to protect you, as a landlord, from being at risk if your 
tenants have difficulty paying their rent. Making sure you get paid, even when your 
tenant defaults, is another benefit of this cover. However, it’s important to note that 
both landlords and tenants will have to meet certain conditions for a tenancy to be 
covered by rent guarantee insurance. For instance, most policies will require that the 
landlord has an ‘assured short-hold tenancy agreement’ in place, and that the tenant 
has passed credit and reference checks.

There are different options for varying levels of cover. It would be recommended 
that you seek a policy that offers rent protection for non-payment of up to twelve 
months at least. Within the policy, legal expenses cover is often provided as standard. 
Sometimes there will also be additional legal cover which will include access to a 
panel of solicitors who can offer you legal help and advice on a range of matters.

With possession fees running at an average of around £800, along with the changes 
made to the Immigration Act in December last year (which insists that you may have 
to issue notice), this further legal cover recommendation is indeed justified. There are 
many landlord insurance providers to choose from, and what they offer will of course 
differ from each other but, ultimately, it’s down to you as landlord to find the most 
suitable policy to cover your specific circumstances and needs.

– and why a landlord can’t live without it
Rent guarantee insurance 

It’s down to 
you as landlord 

to find the 
most suitable 
policy to cover 
your specific 

circumstances 
and needs

Talk to us now about 
our innovative range 

of marketing tools that 
will ensure success 

when it comes to 
selling your home



sales@harrycharles.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Watford 01923 731313

Watford  £285,000 

North Watford   £625,000 

Harry Charles are delighted to offer for sale this stunning Duplex apartment set in this very popular converted Victorian School in 
North Watford. This gated development benefits from lounge with high ceilings and full height sash windows, Mezzanine level 
double bedroom, two bathrooms, gas central heating and allocated parking space. Situated within a short walking distance to 
Watford Junction and other local amenities.

Harry Charles are delighted to offer for sale this larger than average FOUR/FIVE bedroom semi-detached property, located in the 
very popular Knutsford Estate. The property in our opinion is very well presented and makes an ideal family home with access to 
popular local schools and Watford Junction.



harrycharles.co.uk

North Watford £195,000 

Abbots Langley     £260,000 

A LARGER THAN AVERAGE STUDIO APARTMENT set on the ground floor, offering many features including separate bedroom 
area, separate kitchen, a security entry phone system, well maintained communal grounds, and plentiful residents’ car parking. The 
property is conveniently situated within easy reach of local shops, schools, and bus routes, while for the commuter there is excellent 
access to the major road links, WATFORD JUNCTION STATION, and Watford North Station.

Harry Charles are delighted to offer to the market this BRAND NEW beautifully presented TWO double bedroom park home located 
in the sought after Abbots Langley area. The accommodation comprises modern kitchen with built in appliance, stylish bathroom, 
master bedroom with en-suite shower, additional double bedroom and comfortable  lounge with feature fireplace. Newlands Park 
is conveniently located for easy access to local shops and the village of Abbots Langley.



Central Watford    £545,000  

Nascot Wood £425,000 

Harry Charles are delighted to offer for sale this rarely available Mews property situated in the prestigious Reeds development 
near WATFORD JUNCTION mainline station and Watford town centre. This Duplex Maisonette has a LONG LEASE and has been 
converted from part of the original Victorian building and has many character features and enjoys attractive views of the beautiful 
communal gardens.

Harry Charles are delighted to offer for sale this recently improved two bedroom apartment in Nascot Wood. The apartment is set 
on the first floor of this attractive development and is situated in the very sought-after Nascot Village area, close to Watford town 
centre and Watford Junction Station.

sales@harrycharles.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Watford 01923 731313



Bricketwood £450,000

Apsley  Offer over £305,000 

Harry Charles are pleased to present to the market this spacious and well maintained end of terrace home offering excellent family 
accommodation. The double glazed property includes three bedrooms, lounge/dining room, kitchen and bathroom. One of the 
features is the beautifully stocked 110ft (approximate) rear garden.

Harry Charles are delighted to offer for sale this spacious TWO BEDROOM TWO BATHROOM second floor apartment situated 
within this exclusive modern development set alongside Apsley Lock boat marina and the Grand Union Canal. The property is 
conveniently situated within close proximity of Apsley mainline railway station (30 mins to Euston). Around the marina there are a 
number of restaurants, pub, and shops.

harrycharles.co.uk



We ll go the 
distance for you

‘

When it comes to selling or renting your
property with Harry Charles, we’ll keep 
you on track throughout the whole process 
to ensure success. And to help you get 
there, we’ll give you a free valuation and 
a free property website.

CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS 

harrycharles.co.uk

01923 731313


