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2015 

 

Warming To The Challenge 
 

Changes are on the way that will have a significant impact on the private renting sector – and the effects could 

begin to be felt in as little as 12 months, says Samantha Patrick, head of the Lettings Department at Brown & Co. 

 

Which country has some of the least energy efficient homes in Europe? Which country is thought to have over 2 

million households that cannot afford to heat their homes properly without taking themselves below the official 

poverty line? In which country will it soon be illegal to rent out flats, apartments and houses that do not meet 

minimum energy efficiency standards? 

 

The rather surprising answer to all of these questions is: England. 

 

All this is not just an academic or green issue. There is serious money at stake. The heating bills for the worst 

homes can be hundreds of pounds a year higher than even moderately energy efficient properties.  

 

Nor is it an academic matter for landlords. Unless they comply with the new rules that are on the way they just 

will not be permitted to rent properties out.  

 

The government is implementing measures to tackle fuel poverty amongst low in come and vulnerable 

households – and since the highest percentage of households who fall into these categories live in rented 

accommodation improving the situation in the sector is an obvious objective. 

 

Energy Performance Certificates rate property from A (the most efficient) through to G (the least). Landlords will 

be required by law to ensure that their properties currently rated in bands F and G meet an energy efficiency 

rating of at least band E by April 2018. 

 

That’s three years away of course but from April next year tenants will have the right to request consent for 

improvements to make their homes more comfortable and easier and cheaper to keep warm, which the landlord 

cannot unreasonably refuse. (They could ultimately be forced to pay a penalty notice if matters are not 

addressed.)  

 

As of April, 2018, landlords will only be allowed to let out F and G rated properties for the remainder of existing 

rental contracts. They will not be able to renew a contract or let the property to someone else until it is brought 

up to an E rating. Effectively, the government is saying that if you don’t improve your property up to the minimum 

Energy Performance Certificate rating within three years, you will not be able to let out that property.  

 

 

According to the Department for Energy and Climate Change, it is estimated that on average the difference in a 

heating bill between the least energy efficient properties and those with a band E energy rating is £880. The 

Department claims the plans will ensure that up to one million tenants have warmer homes that cost less to 

heat.  
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The Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change Ed Davey said: “These new laws will plug the gaps in 

draughty homes – helping households to keep warm and drive down bills. Many of the poorest tenants will 

benefit and, with government support, landlords can improve their properties at no upfront cost.”  

 

He added: “It’s good news all round and yet another way we’re taking action to ensure that cold homes with 

bloated energy bills become a thing of the past”. 

 

There is no doubt that this is a significant piece of legislation and something that landlords and their managing 

agents need to be thinking about now.  

 

We think the standard has been set at a sensible and achievable level. Landlords will only have to make 

improvements that are cost effective and they will have the financial support of energy efficiency improvements 

through the Green Deal and Energy Company Obligation. It has to be good for both landlords and tenants alike.  

 
For further information, please contact: 

 

Samantha Patrick   Brown & Co    T  01553 770 771    

         E  Samantha.patrick@brown-co.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes to editors 

 

Brown & Co is a firm of independent rural and commercial property, land and business specialists operating from eleven offices in the East of England, London, 

Poland, Argentina and St Lucia.  

 

Specialist services include:  

 Land Agency 

 Residential Agency and Lettings 

 Commercial Property 

 Agricultural Business Consultancy 

 Estate Management 

 Planning and Development 

 Building Services and Surveys 

 Auctions 

 Overseas Consultancy Services 

 Dispute resolution.  


