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The prices and other particulars of properties 

featured in this issue are correct at time of 

publishing. Prices and specifications can be varied 

at any time and pa black advise interested parties 

to check the latest position with their local pa black 

branch before making any arrangements to view.

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN STYLE

To book an advertising place in the next 

edition of Distinctive, please contact  

us to discuss the opportunities  

available for your business. Jeff Smith,  

jeff@indigovision.co.uk 02920 798999

Welcome to the summer edition of Distinctive.  

“The gold edition of Distinctive in spring has been our most popular to date;  

it’s great to be seeing you read with interest stories of inspiring people and 

wonderful businesses in our communities.  You will be pleased to hear that the 

market in South Wales remains strong with high demand for quality properties. 

Consequently we have seen sales grow by 5% annually, and completions at  

pa black are 16% higher year on year.

For 2016 our strategy is clear: we will continue to expand and open more offices to 

allow us to offer our award winning service to even more customers in South Wales.  

We are therefore delighted to announce that we’ve acquired two businesses in the 

last quarter, and have launched our brand in Dinas Powys and in Swansea Marina.  

We will be announcing our third new pa black branch to open in 2016 shortly.  

The success of pa black is down to the dedication, expertise and personal touch  

of our specialist team. 

April saw Peter Alan proudly win Gold in the property category, and Highly 

Commended for business at the Cardiff Regional Awards.  It is always a privilege to 

receive such awards, as they honour our team’s continued commitment to our clients.

Fascinating, incredible, stunning!  These are 3 words that have been used to 

describe the Grade ll Listed 1720s hunting lodge with tower featured on  

Grand Designs.  This Langstone property has been blessed with a wealth of 

publicity, and has now been sold.  The sale of this property has highlighted the 

continual increase in demand for this type of home.

I hope you enjoy this edition with as much interest as the last, as we continue  

to celebrate the local communities that we serve.

We look forward to seeing you soon.”

Andrew Barry 
 

Managing Director, pa black 

pablack.co.uk  @PABlackHomes

Head office: Peter Alan Ltd, Ty Croes Cwrlwys, Copthorne Way,  

Valegate Retail Park, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff CF5 6EH  

Tel: 0845 045 5550 

Online version: pablack.co.uk/distinctivemagazine
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DistinctiveDistinctive magazine is produced and 

published by Designdough and Citrus Content
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Delivering a distinctive 

service for distinctive homes: 

Meet the people selling your 

distinctive home…

pa black is the exclusive homes service 

from Peter Alan – Wales’s biggest estate 

agency with over 50 years’ experience of 

selling homes.

 

Our team of specialist property experts 

have unrivalled local and regional market 

knowledge combined with proven 

expertise to ensure the maximum value  

for your home.

We understand that moving home is one of 

the most important decisions you can make 

for you and your family. That’s why we will 

assist, advise and support you at every 

stage of the selling process and promote 

your property as if it were our own.

Each manager is supported by a highly trained team of property professionals to 

further guarantee that when a client visits pa black they receive a service experience 

as distinctive as the properties we sell. 

Paul Forse 

Business Development Manager

Paul has recently transferred to pa black having started with 

Peter Alan in the mid 1980’s. He is one of the longest serving 

managers in the group having managed offices from Swansea 

across to Newport and brings to pa black a wealth of experience 

in the South Wales property market. Paul offers a first class selling 

experience based on building strong relationships with clients.

Francesca Tanguy 

Business Development Manager

Having worked in the industry for 35 years, Francesca Tanguy has 

a wealth of knowledge and experience in the property market 

both in estate agency and new homes. Known to many clients in 

South Wales, she offers our customers quality sales advice, with 

a professional service from instruction to completion. Francesca 

has lived in the Vale of Glamorgan for 30 years and is a valuable 

member of the expanding pa black division. 

David Lovitt 

Head of pa black

With over 32 years’ experience in the South Wales property 

market, David Lovitt has a wealth of local property knowledge 

and an innate understanding of the most effective methods of 

marketing properties to buyers in Wales. David has headed  

pa black since its inception and his friendly professional approach 

towards his clients has helped to grow pa black from its modest 

beginnings into a the strong recognised brand that it is today.
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Discover 
Penarth
Known as the ‘garden by the sea’, this thriving, well-equipped town is booming 

with community spirit. Not just a place to spend the day, but a destination to 

aspire to reside, retire and grow up, it really is the town that has it all. 
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The impressive Victorian Pier, full of history and character, is one of 

the last remaining in Britain. Looking out onto the Bristol Channel, 

the Pavilion Building and its Pier are essential landmarks to visit  

and are admired and loved by visitors and residents alike. 

Community spirit is strong here, the positivity and encouragement 

from one local business to another is refreshing, and you can 

always count on a smile.

This upmarket seaside town embraces the concept of ‘escape from 

the city’; located just a 16 minute drive from Cardiff, Penarth town 

is the foundation of the delight that sprawls across this beautiful 

area. Whether you’re in the mood for afternoon tea, a mountain of 

crêpes or a simple sandwich and a pint, meal times are sorted here. 

Cosmeston Lake is a prime choice for those searching for a wildlife 

walk (or to feed the geese and swans!) and the barrage is just a 

short scenic walk away too. Penarth’s marina is nestled among a 

nest of winding homes, which all enjoy the spectacular views,  

and provides 24-hour access to the water via Cardiff Bay barrage.  

We believe it was the mix of embracing nature, community and 

moving with the times that led Penarth to be voted one of the  

best places to live in Wales in 2016 by The Sunday Times.   

Penarth caters to all generations, lifestyles and requirements; 

whether you’re just visiting for the day, or are a new resident of the 

town, it’s certain that Penarth is the place to be. 

If you’re searching for a location that has it all, a destination to 

explore and a self-sufficient town where everything is on your 

doorstep, then Penarth is prime pick for you. It’s no wonder  

Penarth has remained destination of choice for so many.

Exploring the town centre will excite your senses as you are greeted by an array of diverse 

independent shops, from the hidden gems to well-loved social hubs, up and down the length of the 

high street, and beyond. Branching streets uncover additional venues, shops and unique eateries to 

sample, whilst just a short walk down the hill you are greeted by the beach.
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Igniting the sweet 
tooth in all of us
How one shop transports us back to our youth via our taste buds

Although Umpa Lumpa has been a part 

of the arcade for many years, Karen has 

enriched the business enormously since 

2014, introducing a wonderful party bag 

range, sweet trees, and sweet bouquets. 

The Windsor Arcade is typically Victorian, 

a gem in the centre of Penarth, yet Karen 

has broken away from the limitations of the 

traditional sweet shop by branching out 

and supplying their famous sweets and new 

popular collections for a variety of special 

occasions, including weddings, festivals, 

and parties. Enjoying her work and with 

a constant flow of new clients, Karen is 

proud of her team, whose hard work allows 

her to extend her dream and business out 

into the community. Karen visits residential 

homes around Penarth, sharing a cup of tea, 

a chat and of course, her famous sweets! 

She also visits a Penarth-based call centre 

once a month, as well as taking part in 

local events such Penarth Picnic and Belle 

Vue Music Festival to share her love of 

sweets. ‘Community’ seems to run in the 

veins of the people and the businesses in 

Penarth, and in addition to supporting local 

schools and charities Karen works with 

other neighbouring businesses, particularly 

the independent ones within the Windsor 

Arcade, to develop their brands, ensuring 

the longevity of their beloved arcade.

“Customers come into  
our shop and feast their 

eyes on a world  
of candy that brings 

back memories of  
their childhood”

 

Karen’s personal and professional story is 

inspiring, but what we are forgetting is that 

when you step inside Umpa Lumpa you are 

immediately transformed back to being a 

child.  It becomes all about what Umpa Lumpa 

means: fun, and most importantly, edible 

delights!  As you look across the range of 

sweets, emotions are evoked; you can smell 

the distinctive aroma of that boiled sweet 

your grandma always had in her handbag; 

you smile as you think of the favourites you 

always placed in that little white bag at your 

local shop, and remember those beautiful and 

special moments that are contained within 

each individual wrapper.

If you are a regular of Umpa Lumpa you 

might have noticed that the liquorice 

How does a country girl go from studying geography, having a long-standing career in planning in the public 

and private sector, to owning the most famous traditional sweet shop in Penarth? Well, for Karen Dunlop this 

is the story of her life. After moving to Penarth 13 years ago Karen decided to take advantage of her creative 

flare and focus on her passions with a new challenge. With ‘community’ as the driving force for her new career, 

Karen leapt at an opportunity to work for herself in Penarth’s Windsor Arcade and took over ownership of 

Umpa Lumpa, a traditional and well-established local sweet shop. 

www.umpalumpasweetshop.co.uk 
@penarthsweets 
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collection has grown quite significantly since 

Karen took charge; she might have you 

believe that coincidentally new ranges have 

been released, or it might just be because 

they are her absolute favourite! Karen’s 

passion comes alive as we talk about her 

extensive sweet selection: “Sweets are  

very emotive. Customers come into our shop 

and feast their eyes on a world of candy that 

brings back memories of their childhood, 

or a particular time in their lives.  

The classic sweets such as Raspberry 

Ruffles, Sports Mixture, Sherbet 

Lemons and Welsh Mint Humbugs  

are firm favourites in Penarth.”  

In addition to tradition Umpa Lumpa also 

brings locally made treats to its customers; 

you will find a range of Welsh chocolate 

shaped animals, and their own bespoke range 

of toffee, fudge, and Belgian chocolate.

Umpa Lumpa’s plans for the future include 

tracking down a classic sweet, a coconut 

toasted teacake, which has been incredibly 

hard to come by - until recently, when a local 

supplier has hinted that they might be making 

this traditional treat later this year! Karen also 

plans to take Umpa Lumpa online in the very 

near future, where you can buy party bags 

and sweet cones to be delivered throughout 

the whole of the UK.
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Sunday nights have been a joy recently, as the second series of Home Fires has been airing on ITV.   

The drama, set in rural Cheshire, follows a group of inspirational women from the Women’s Institute,  

the story follows each of them as they adapt and cope with life during the start of WW2.  It’s hard to  

imagine, as someone from a different generation, what that era must have been like.  

Like most people I have heard snippets 

of memories and stories from my 

grandparents, but there is nothing like 

watching a programme such as Home Fires 

to really put these stories into perspective.  

One memory of my grandmother I will 

never forget was her incredible skill at 

slicing a loaf of bread with a knife so 

thinly that it looked like a piece of paper, 

obviously a habit learned during rationing.

Personal stories are able to bring our 

history to life; “As a young lad of eight, 

the significance of being at war was 

gradually absorbed, particularly as things 

like sweets disappeared and second 

helpings at lunchtime became rare! 

Schoolmasters were being summoned for 

military service, and many of these familiar 

faces disappeared for the duration, to be 

replaced by ‘Miss’. There were gas masks 

to carry, every radio news broadcast to 

listen to, posters in the shops warned us 

about careless talk, ration books, ID cards, 

men in uniform on the bus, the Home 

Guard practising, the blackout curtains, 

anti-blast strips of paper criss-crossing the 

windows, car headlamps obscured, dim 

street lighting. Metals were all required  

for the war effort, and the steel railings  

outside the houses were removed, as were 

those that surrounded All Saints’ Church 

grounds. Even our aluminium saucepans  

were collected.” Michael Ian Page,  

WW2 People’s War

Penarth’s landscape changed over the 

war; many homes and buildings were 

destroyed, and everyone’s life was touched 

in someway or another.  There was a real 

sense of ‘Britishness’ during this time, as 

everyone pulled together for the war effort, 

with a shared sense of purpose.  

“Coming together is a beginning;  
keeping together is progress;  
working together is success.”   

Henry Ford

As a community in Penarth we always 

progress together, and that’s what makes 

this area so desirable.  What will Penarth 

look like in another 70 years? We have 

no doubt that it will look very different to 

how it does today, but one thing that will 

always remain is our sense of community, 

our willingness to come together to support 

each other, independent businesses and 

local causes.  The Penarth spirit is at the 

heart of its past, its present and its future.

Community Home Fires  
burn bright in Penarth
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Do you know your Victorian architecture from your Edwardian?

You may have wandered the streets of Penarth often, but have you really taken in the beautiful architecture 

that surrounds you?  Penarth is full of stunning Victorian and Edwardian homes, and their features and 

character attract many homebuyers to the area.  But do you know your Victorian from your Edwardian?

From the dark  
came the light 

Spawning several well-known styles, such as Gothic Revival 

Italianate and Queen Anne, the term ‘Victorian’ covers the period 

between 1830 and 1910, the reign of Queen Victoria.  Few Victorian 

homes look the same, as architects took inspiration from Gothic 

architecture and added French, Egyptian, Italian and even Tudor 

details. Victorian trends spread nationally thanks to the Industrial 

Revolution, as sawmills were able to create elaborate materials 

quickly and cheaply.  This resulted in late Victorian homes 

becoming increasingly, ornate with dark interiors, foreboding 

furniture and a rather cluttered style.

With the railways came easier transportation of bricks; during this 

period, patterned bricks became popular.  To house the workers 

who were moving from the countryside to urban areas houses were 

built in terraces, and often had names and dates placed over the 

doors.  One of the beautiful and iconic features of the Victoria era 

are the larger six-paned, and later four-paned, vertical sliding sash 

windows, as well as geometric terracotta floor tiles. 

The Edwardian period was relatively short, and began when 

Edward VII became King.  Unlike the Victorian era, there was 

no need for servant rooms therefore cellars and second floors 

disappeared, as did the labour-intensive trends of the previous 

period.  Architects were inspired by Tudor framed buildings and 

stout early 18th century houses. The rise in the new middle class 

caused a housing boom, and demand for airy homes in easy 

commutable distance to towns and cities.  

Houses were built on big plots and were shorter in height; there 

was great improvement in building standards and the quality of 

materials used, and due to the larger plot sizes windows could 

be set in the front door. The middle class of this period were 

obsessed with privacy, and so houses were set back from the 

road, creating front gardens.  External decoration was a way for 

the new middle class to show off their wealth, so many homes had 

porches and balconies with intricate carved woodwork.  Interiors 

were in complete contrast to the Victorian era, they were elegant, 

fresh and light with pastel shades and cleaner lines.

Victorian Edwardian
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Whisk your  
home off to  
the tropics
One of the key trends for summer is tropical, this is a theme that  

needs you to be bold as it incorporates vibrant patterns and leaf inspired prints.

Green Leaf Dish
The Oak Room 

£12.99

02

Manila Green Rug
Modern Rugs 

£409.00

03

Tropical Leaves Cushion
PASX 

£30.00

01

Dobbies Steel mesh chair
Dobbies 

£35.99

04

Green Leaf Ceramic Vase Large
The Contemporary Home 

£24.00

05
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Why we’re introducing 
Open Houses to pa black

For Sale:
The Paddock, Hensol, The Vale

For more information see page 88

Open houses are still a relatively new addition to the estate agent’s marketing toolkit.   

Although they are standard practice in the US, here they are not as widely used, with some agents 

unsure if they truly add value to the vendor or buyer experience.  We are not one to listen to 

negativity; we always like to offer our clients new experiences and take on board their feedback about 

whether they are right for our business or not.  Our Peter Alan arm of the business has had such great 

success with Open Houses that we have decided to extend this method of selling into pa black.
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What are Open Houses?

Simply, they provide the opportunity for many 

buyers to view a property simultaneously, 

on a specific date.   Although, as the name 

suggest, the house can be open for the day, 

we have found that having a set time period, 

for example 1pm – 3pm, provides a better 

experience for all.

Who can attend?

Any potential buyers who have registered 

with us and are seeking a property within 

the relevant price bracket may attend an 

Open House.  A member of the pa black 

team will be on hand always to answer  

any questions.

What are the benefits for  
a vendor?

One of the main benefits is time.  Instead of 

preparing your home for several viewings, 

you are in effect having them all at the same 

time.  As such, you don’t have to ensure that 

your home is free of kids, pets and daily life 

for numerous viewings.  Keeping the time 

slot for the Open Day short means that it is 

not too disruptive.  The other advantage is 

that having several potential buyers inside 

your home creates a buzz, and we often see 

conversations spark the imagination of other 

interested buyers.

Don’t Open Days attract a lot  
of timewasters?

Anyone who wishes to attend an  

Open Day needs to register with pa black 

prior to the viewing, which means we 

will already know their wants, needs and 

budget.  It is important to us that we  

gather the same information from any 

potential buyer, including their current 

situation, so we’re able to offer them and 

you the same quality of service as it if were 

a normal viewing. 

What are the benefits to a buyer?

We sometimes find that a small number of 

buyers feel conscious about the amount 

of time they are taking on a viewing, and 

therefore rush round a property at speed.  

This doesn’t give them enough time to find 

a connection with a property, or even ask 

questions.  An Open House is a relaxed 

setting, where they can take their time to 

really explore the property, and hopefully 

start to feel at home.  Having other buyers 

around and listening to their conversations 

can sometimes remind them of questions 

they want to ask, and even some they 

may not have thought of.  The atmosphere 

in an Open House is fantastic; we once 

saw a couple of potential buyers discuss 

renovations ideas together, and more often 

than not someone will bump into a person 

they haven’t seen for years.

The Open Houses we have conducted  

for pa black to date have proven it was  

the right decision to incorporate this 

strategy into our services.  If you would like 

to know more about the process of running 

an Open House to decide if it would be  

right for your property, please contact a 

member of the pa black team.

For Sale:
Llanbadoc, Usk

For more information see page 70
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We caught up with Debra Tuhey - Branch 

Manager, Paul Davies - Branch Valuer,  

Paul Forse - Business Development 

Manager at pa black and Sarah Forse - 

Sales Negotiator, to find out what it is like  

to work and live in Penarth. 

Why do you think Penarth is a great  

place to live?

Sarah: “There is always a buzz here and 

you’re so close to Cardiff and the M4.”

Debra: “I love living and working here 

because of the selection of restaurants  

and bars, the beach, marina, barrage 

and everything is just so convenient.”

Paul F: “It’s the place to live; it is  

always getting rave reviews, and  

has even been listed as one of the  

top 10 places to live in Britain.”

Our Penarth Team

What attracts buyers to Penarth?

Paul F: “The schools are extremely sought 

after; we are seeing many buyers from 

London and the South East coming to the area 

because they’re attracted to our schools.”

Paul D: “The schools are the main attraction, 

but also the beach, even though it is stony, 

as well as the parks; we have an abundance 

of green spaces, such as Cosmeston Lakes 

Country Park and Medieval Village, you can 

walk and cycle for miles and miles.”

Debra: “It’s a seaside town that still has a 

strong community; it is only 10 minutes  

from the city centre and we’ve got a 

beautiful esplanade.”

What property can you find in Penarth?

Paul F: “Very diverse, from stunning 

Victorian and Edwardian period properties 

to modern and contemporary homes.”

Paul D: “Penarth has one of the  

most expensive roads in Wales;  

on Marine Parade you can find  

million pound plus houses.”

 

 

Their thoughts, passions and conversations at the deli counter.

What makes working in property in 

Penarth so special?

Sarah: “I love helping people find their 

dream home.”

Debra: “We’ve all been here a very long 

time; our clients know we’re here to stay 

and that we genuinely care about people.  

They know when they walk into our office 

they will see the same faces year after 

year, and living here you get to know a lot 

of people.  Our clients know we’re always 

happy to help, even if that means having a 

chat about their property at the deli counter 

when I’m doing my weekly shop!”

Our team in our Penarth branch are 

special, as we have some of our 

longest serving members of staff 

based there.  Both Paul Forse and 

Debra Tuhey have been with  

Peter Alan for over 30 years,  

and Paul Davies for 28 years.   

Their longevity is an asset to the 

branch, as they are completely 

integrated within the community, 

having helped generations of 

families with their property needs.
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Since our last edition of Distinctive we have 

welcomed our 26th and 27th branches. 

Improving our service and extending our 

reach within South Wales is always a priority 

for us at Peter Alan and pa black, which is 

why we’re pleased to announce that we 

have agreed to acquire two long established 

independent estate agencies - Jon Coombes 

and Marina Quay Properties. 

Jon Coombes focuses on selling property 

throughout the Vale of Glamorgan, and in 

particular in Dinas Powys, Penarth, Sully 

and Wenvoe.  We are looking forward 

to extending the team at the branch to 

complement the existing experience and 

enable us to offer additional services.

Marina Quay is an established independent 

estate and lettings agency business at 

Swansea Marina, founded over 14 years ago, 

it specialises in the Swansea Marina rental 

and sales market.  This acquisition will see 

Marina Quay’s team of staff retained, and the 

business will begin to trade under the  

Peter Alan/ pa black brand name, taking our 

total number offices across South Wales to 27.

“We consider any acquisitions carefully to 

ensure they meet our expansion plans and 

perfectly complement our current branch 

network.” says Andrew Barry, Peter Alan 

Managing Director. “We are delighted to 

welcome Jon Coombes and Marina Quay 

Properties into the Peter Alan group and 

look forward to developing these successful 

businesses and welcoming their teams.  We 

will to continue building our market-leading 

position in South Wales; further expansion 

plans will be announced shortly.

Welcome to our 26th 
and 27th branches

We were very proud of the gold edition of 

Distinctive, which was out earlier this year, 

as it highlighted a number of our recent 

successes, including ‘Best UK Prestige 

Agency’ in the Sunday Times Estate Agency 

awards.  But little did we know that only 

a couple of months later would we have 

another award to add to our cabinet.   

In April, Peter Alan won Gold in the property 

category of the Cardiff Regional Awards,  

as well as Highly Commended in the 

Business of the Year Award category.   

The Regional Awards is judged via a unique 

process that consists of public votes, 

application points and a final judging panel. 

Jayne Morris, Peter Alan Area Director 

commented, “We are delighted to have 

won an award at the Cardiff Regional 

Awards.  Our commitment to our customers 

and their communities is at the heart of our 

business.  We listen to our customers 

and act on the feedback we receive.   

Even though we have previously won 

industry awards, we do not stand still;  

we continually look to improve the service 

to make buying, selling and renting as 

hassle free as possible for our customers.”

The gold edition lives on 
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Your Prestigious Home Deserves 
Sophisticated Marketing
How we market your property 
for sale

Your home is incredible and it is our 

responsibility to ensure that it reaches 

the widest audience possible. We have 

designed creative marketing solutions to 

meet your needs, whether you are an open 

or a discreet seller. Selling your luxury 

home within Wales is an honour; therefore 

we are committed to delivering you the 

very finest service.

The Personal Touch

Even though we are the largest estate 

agency in Wales, our ethos is to always 

deliver service with a personal touch.  

Our dedicated team are experienced in  

the luxury property market and understand 

the needs of both the seller and buyer.  No 

two properties are the same and therefore 

our personal touch extends to your home. 

We proactively search for potential buyers 

to ensure your home is sold in the fastest 

time possible.

Strong First Impression

We strive to be at the forefront of technical 

advances in the industry. Not only do we 

provide professional photography, but each 

property within the pa black collection 

benefits from its own HD video.

Online Exposure

Have you seen our new and improved 

website yet? We have worked hard to 

provide better functionality whilst retaining 

the look of the website. The improvements 

will make sure potential buyers have a more 

pleasurable experience when searching for 

their new home. The pa black collection is 

showcased on our own website together  

with a large range of property portals such  

as Rightmove, Zoopla and Primelocation.

Beyond our Borders

Your home is located within Wales, but  

your buyer may not be. We actively 

advertise our PA Black collection within  

local and national press.

Offline Exposure

Online may be where potential buyers start, 

but the demand for printed brochures is still 

extremely high. Our property details are 

designed with the discerning buyer in mind, 

and your distinguished home will be featured 

within these pages.  

An up-to-date selection of our current 

properties is featured in the second half  

of this magazine. Distributed throughout  

South Wales, Distinctive provides potential 

clients with an opportunity to get their 

property directly into the homes of  

potential buyers.

Our Network

Last year, the Connells Group, one of  

the largest and most successful estate 

agencies and property service providers 

in the UK, acquired Peter Alan. This has 

enabled PA Black to retain our recognised 

strengths in terms of local connections and 

providing a personal touch. But we can 

also benefit from the new leadership and 

development opportunities a group such as 

Connells can offer.

pa black is exclusive to Wales

For Sale:
Beach Road, Swanbridge, Penarth

For more information see page 50
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52 High Street
Cowbridge
CF71 7AH

www.pablack.co.uk
01446 772857





The treasure trove  
of Penarth

Open the door to a world of design, creativity and doggie dinners.

As you wander the streets of Penarth you 

are blessed with a wonderful selection of 

independent boutiques, each full of unique 

character, charm and charisma - you can’t help 

but stop to take a look.  Hamptons is one of 

those places where the shelves are packed 

with gifts and bits and pieces; it is a treasure 

trove for the person who has everything.   

Born out of a passion for design, garden  

and home, owners Andy Bradshaw and  

Peter Knowles decided to join together in 

business and set up shop in 2005. 

Hamptons is many things. Set over two floors, 

you can explore the pockets of unique finds, 

stroll through the maze of intriguing gifts, and 

travel up to the next level to discover even 

more.  Nestled away upstairs you will discover 

the almost secret Blue Pelican Café, complete 

with colourful Hawaiian inspired decor.  

You can’t help but smile as you’re greeted 

by a friendly family of staff wearing authentic 

Hawaiian sourced shirts; in the café you 

can enjoy the likes of a champion breakfast, 

delightful afternoon tea or even dine with your 

four legged friend at the specially reserved 

doggie dinner tables! 

But the shop is only one expression of Andy 

and Peter’s creative talents; they also offer a 

home, design and event service.  British and 

Cymru BAFTA winner Andy has extensive 

experience in interior design, having worked 

on a number of residential and commercial 

projects.  Horticultural Peter is also highly 

regarded in his industry, and won a coveted 

Royal Horticultural Society Gold Medal.  

Whether your looking to re-design the interior 

of your home to harmonise the flow, or to 

style your garden to incorporate the needs of 

all your family, Andy and Peter will be able to 

provide you with the home and garden that 

you aspire to.

This family friendly destination really proves 

that it is the one stop destination for all of 

Penarth’s residents and visitors alike. So it’s 

no surprise that the thriving Blue Pelican 

Café was voted one of the best places to 

eat in Penarth by Wales Online in 2016, and 

Hamptons as a whole was awarded the 

Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence 2016. 

From the outset Peter and Andy dreamed 

of providing customers with the freshest 

food, the best service and a welcoming 

environment for all, which perfectly describes 

this Penarth gem.

5 quirky finds at Hamptons

1. Retro Phones

5. Baby comes Home gift box

4. Bee Bricks 
Designed to provide a manmade nesting 

home for the bee’s that frequent our gardens. 

2. Mermaid Confetti No2
The perfect blend of dried 

toasted laver seaweed 

(Welshman’s Caviar) combined 

with Halen Mon Sea Salt, to 

create a new level of flavour 

sensation. Just one of the 

many unusual foodie products 

stocked at Hamptons that you 

have to delve into at least 

once! 3. Welsh Cushions 

Homes 21





Who can forget those moving lines spoken 

by Tom Hanks in the film Sleepless in 

Seattle, but within this romantic tale, there 

was one star of the film that, in my eyes, 

didn’t get enough recognition, and that 

was his character’s home.  It was the first 

time I had seen such a property; it wasn’t 

a houseboat as I knew it, in the traditional 

sense of the narrow boats that have graced 

our canals since the industrial revolution.  

This was a house that was special, stylish 

and gorgeous; it was an architectural delight 

that captivated my imagination, and I have 

been in love with the ideal of living on water 

ever since.

What is interesting is how we are beginning 

to look at how we use water in a different 

way; over time, our once busy waterways 

have become quieter, but as congestion 

packs our roads, will we start to again see 

goods transported on our waterways,  

as they once were?

One country that has been leading the  

way in finding solutions for living and 

working on the water is the Netherlands.   

With about 2/3 of their country sitting  

below sea level, which Dutch  

scientists expect to rise to 110cm 

by 2100, they have been under  

pressure to find solutions, starting  

with amphibious houses, and a  

town called Massbommel has  

Are floating homes 
the solution?

been leading the way.  The idea of living  

on the water is not a new one; even 

Sir Richard Branson famously lived in a 

houseboat at the tender age of 15, in  

Little Venice in London, as he set about 

creating his business empire.

London living is beyond the means of many, 

and this includes a houseboat; one moored 

on the Thames in Chelsea was recently 

listed for £2.25 million, and that’s not 

including the £27,000 a year mooring costs.  

But amongst this insanity are some creative 

people finding clever solutions; who can 

forget watching George Clarke’s Amazing 

Spaces, and seeing eco designer  

Max McMurdo use £50,000 and a 40ft 

shipping container to build a floating home, his 

ingenuous storage solutions amazed many.

Are floating homes the solution to areas that 

are at risk of flooding?  Only a few weeks 

ago, designers in Berkshire submitted plans 

to create a new estate, within which 24 

of the homes would float.  Each ‘can float’ 

home would react to a flood risk, and then 

resettle as the water subsides.  With an 

increase in flooding in the UK, each year 

we are seeing homes and lives destroyed 

by water, and in South Wales we are not 

immune from this risk.  

If floating homes is a possible solution to 

flooding, could they also be a solution to the 

housing crisis?  When land is being reduced, 

should we be looking to build homes on our 

waters in the future?

“Well, I’m gonna get out of bed every morning... breathe in and out all day long. Then, after a while I 
won’t have to remind myself to get out of bed every morning and breathe in and out... and, then after a 
while, I won’t have to think about how I had it great and perfect for a while.”
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Discover the wonderful  
work of Challenge Wales
Venturing out onto the ocean, the waves crashing around you as the wind blows across your cheeks,  

it’s not hard to see why sailing is an attractive hobby to many. 

One Welsh charity has combined their 

passion for sailing with helping young 

people to learn vital life skills.  Launched 

in 2009, Challenge Wales is an incredible 

charity run predominately by volunteers; 

their aim is to use sail training to educate, 

develop, improve and ultimately change 

many lives along the way.  There are 

opportunities for the young and old alike  

to experience the wonderful Welsh waters - 

even when choppy! - on their 72-ft ex  

round-the-world racing yacht, which is also  

the largest sail training vessel in Wales.

The charity provides fantastic opportunities for 

people to build their self-esteem, confidence 

and social skills, as well as teaching them  

how to cope with the highs and lows of 

success and failure.  Their training has  

proven successful in encouraging young 

people back into education or working life.  

Challenge Wales also encourages young 

people to strive to achieve things that 

they may otherwise have believed were 

impossible. When working with Challenge 

Wales you’re immersed within all aspects of 

running a boat, from sailing to cooking meals 

for up to 18 people, and a bit of cleaning too!

In 2012 Challenge Wales was officially invited 

to be a part of the Queen’s Jubilee Pageant 

on the Thames, where the team proudly 

took to the water to represent the Vale of 

Glamorgan, Cardiff, and the Youth of Wales. 

Standing as an Approved Activity Provider  

for the Duke of Edinburgh Award (DofE),  

the charity caters to all, and relies solely  

on fundraising and funding bids.  

They also work with a number of 

organisations and individuals, including 

those who are in education, unemployed, 

autistic groups, visually impaired groups, 

sailors and non-sailors, those hungry 

for adventure, or those just looking 

for a bit of direction in their life. 

In 2013 Challenge Wales also 

won the ITV People’s Millions 

Award vote, which aims to 

fund diverse community 

projects; this enabled 

them to fund more 

activities for the 

visually impaired.

2016 is a special year for the young people of 

Challenge Wales, as they are due to take part 

in the Tall Ships Races in Spain and Portugal. 

The races will see young people and boats 

from all over the world come together at 

one of Europe’s largest boating festivals. 

If you have ever wondered about life on 

the ocean, they have a couple of events 

that would be suited to the corporate world.  

Bring your team-building day to Penarth for 

a Sail and Curry Trip. You and your team will 

experience a 4-hour sail followed by a curry, 

or, for the more adventurous, the Challenge 

Sailing Experience may be more what you 

are looking for?  If you get the sailing bug, 

Challenge Wales is also a training centre for 

the Royal Yachting Association (RYA), and 

offer a wide range of courses.

Come onboard and discover the  

benefits of sailing.

www.challengewales.org

@ChallengeWales
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In South Wales alone there is a wonderful 

choice of venues scattered across the 

countryside and in the cities, including 

some you may have overlooked until now - 

it’s time to embrace the possibility of some 

alternative settings to host your special 

day. The Penarth Pier Pavilion has been 

carefully restored, highlighting its elegant 

Art Deco style, acting as a functional venue 

dedicated to engaging with the local 

community. Guests can enjoy a sea view 

in the heart of Penarth in the laid back and 

relaxing backdrop of this beautiful part 

of Cardiff. As the Pavilion is a non-profit 

organisation, you will also be pleased 

to know that your wedding will help the 

Pavilion continue its work within your 

community, hosting events, and cultural 

and educational programmes.

www.penarthpavilion.co.uk

@PenarthPavilion

Beautiful  
inspiration for  
your wedding day 
With Wedding season in full swing we take a look at how Welsh traditions,  
landscapes and designs are influencing your nuptials.

The Venue
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The Flowers
Before you set your wedding date, or even 

try on a dress, your choice of flowers might 

end up influencing your wedding day more 

than you thought. Depending on the time 

of year, your favourite flower may not be 

in bloom, or will have to travel hundreds of 

miles to reach you, but not at ‘Flowers I do’. 

Green-fingered Lucy’s passion for flowers 

has led her to win the ‘Best In Show’ award 

at Penarth’s Horticultural Show, and she has 

exhibited at the renowned Chelsea Flower 

Show. Each bride receives a complimentary 

wedding flower consultation, where Lucy’s 

creative and inspiring designs truly come 

to life. Whether you’re having a classic, 

glamorous, bohemian or vintage style 

wedding, or even if you are yet to choose 

your colour scheme, Lucy’s personalised 

service and love of flowers will perfectly 

complement your dream wedding day.

www.flowersido.co.uk
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The Dress
Amidst the indescribable chaos that comes 

with planning a wedding there is one 

decision that is solely down to the bride, 

and that is her dress. She may take her 

mother and bridesmaids to shed a tear  

as she tries on a selection of beautiful 

gowns, but only ‘the dress’ can give her  

that ‘feeling’, a feeling that Sophie Creed  

is very familiar with. Sophie is not a bride, 

but the very talented designer behind  

the E&W Couture Design House, which  

can be found in the heart of Cardiff.  

Sophie’s gowns offer something a little 

different for the alternative personality,  

and each dress is made with love and  

hand finished before it’s delivered to  

the blushing bride. 

eandwcouture.co.uk
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Traditional centrepieces have been 

transformed into beautiful forms of art, and 

none more so than the handmade candles 

by Cartref a Gardd. Candles can be seen as 

the bride walks down the aisle, throughout 

the wedding breakfast and into the evening 

as the lights go down and the first dance 

commences, complementing your theme and 

enhancing your day. Marc Thomas designs 

candles and scents that can be felt as soon 

as you enter the room, but who is the man 

behind Cartref a Gardd? 

Long before he began making candles,  

Marc was a science teacher at a 

comprehensive school, for 12 years.  

Marc recollects how he discovered his 

passion for candles, “I always loved candles. 

Even growing up I would do my homework to 

candlelight, as I always found it relaxing and 

atmospheric.” With his science background, 

love of nature and the Welsh landscape, and 

a nose for scented candles, Marc began to 

make his own. As demand grew, Marc took 

a leap of faith - a feeling that any business 

owner will know well - he left his teaching 

career behind him to become a professional 

candle maker, and his Welsh brand, Cartref 

a Gardd was born. Obviously, candles are 

a very natural and beautiful addition to any 

wedding ceremony, but they must always 

complement each other. “Weddings have 

seen a huge shift from large, extravagant 

formal styles, to simpler, more natural forms.  

Candles have also followed this trend.  

Formal pillar candles have definitely kept 

their importance, but how they are displayed 

has moved from formal, linear lines to more 

gregarious and random.”  The detail of Marc’s 

work is accentuated as he describes how a 

simple candle can enhance and transform 

an important space, such as your wedding 

venue - or even your home. “The use of 

scented candles in weddings has moved 

from the wedding favours into the limelight 

of the day.  We get more and more requests 

for bespoke candles and scents for the day.  

Gone are the artificial, strong scents like 

vanillas, and strong colours, following a trend 

toward more natural scents and colours,  

like light greens, leaves, soft spices and 

gentle aquatics that complement the flowers 

and the perfume of the bride (yes, it can be 

that well planned and designed).” 

 

Day to day, Marc’s business provides candles 

for any occasion, no matter how big or small, 

but surely nothing is more exciting that your 

creations being a part of someone’s special 

day? We asked Marc if he had a favourite  

that he’s particularly fond of: “I have been 

involved with many weddings, but my 

personal favourites are always those where 

an informal and light style has been brought 

to a very grand building. One in particular 

that I enjoyed was at Craig-y-Nos Castle.   

I scent-themed each room that was being 

used with light spices, musk and floral tones 

that complemented the lily-of-the-valley that 

the bride wore.  The style was relaxed, white 

and country, and the scent and light from our 

candles really added a beautiful and unique 

dimension to the day.” 

It’s not just weddings where you’ll find  

Marc’s candles; you can fill your home with 

his unique blend of soy and beeswax, which 

have all been inspired by the simple beauty 

found in the natural Welsh landscape.

www.cartrefagardd.co.uk

@cartrefagardd

The Atmosphere
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Well, you might be surprised to learn that you 

can indeed ‘live local’, thanks to Jenny Yeo’s 

entrepreneurial spark! Last year Jenny set up 

The Merchants of Penarth, a hub of products 

and services that are all available on your 

doorstep. On this innovative website you 

will find Penarth Plate, a delivery service that 

brings fresh local ingredients to your home. 

Residents of Penarth, Dinas Powys, Llandough, 

Lavernock, Cardiff Bay and Sully can all order 

ingredients for their favourite recipes and 

create delicious home cooked meals.

Before The Merchants of Penarth, Jenny had 

built up a successful cake service, which 

involved each order being made by local 

bakers and delivered direct to the customer’s 

door. Jenny’s passion for living local led her 

to discover a demand for locally sourced 

produce; however, there was something 

missing - this sought-after produce wasn’t 

available online. So, she started Penarth Plate.  

As Jenny stepped out into the community 

she was met with an overwhelming variety 

of businesses, who were thrilled to be able 

to support such a fantastic produce venture. 

Penarth Plate has found some wonderful 

hidden treasures in Penarth, introducing 

residents to locally produced food that they 

never knew existed, in particular from 

Old Cogan Hall Farm. With buildings that 

date back to the 16th century, the Farm is 

steeped in history and boasts some of the 

best meats in the country; and because of 

Penarth Plate, these are brought to your door, 

along with detailed recipe guides helping you 

treat your family or guests to succulent home 

Doorstep 
deliciousness  
How Penarth Plate is supporting and encouraging  
us to use local produce.

Do you know what products are available on your doorstep? We’re not talking about the big brand 

names or supermarket chains; we mean locally produced food made by members of your community. 

cooked meals. To tantalise your taste buds, 

these are just some of Jenny’s most popular 

plates: Toulouse Cassoulet, Slow Beef and 

Dumplings, and Welsh Chicken Balti.

What does the future hold for Penarth Plate? 

Well, Jenny has some exciting new additions 

to this unique delivery service; she plans to 

create healthy and fresh ready meals, great 

for the first week in your new home, and  

of course they will all be locally made.  

You should also look out for seasonal meals, 

breakfast boxes and dinner party packs, 

bringing even more of Penarth’s fresh flavours 

into your home. In September, Penarth Plate 

will be working with the Old Cogan Hall Farm 

to bring you 50 Mile Market, where no food 

will have travelled more than 50 miles.  

A refreshing way to live locally.

www.merchantsofpenarth.wales 
@PenarthMerchant
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pa black  Hi Mathew, thanks for taking time 

out of your busy schedule to talk to us today. 

You are looking great in that suit may I say!

MP  I thought I would dress up for  

the occasion.

pa black Our sister company Peter Alan 

have recently sponsored you on one of 

your amazing challenges, can you give 

our readers a little background on yourself 

and your interest in extreme challenges? 

Wikipedia says you were a professional 

skateboarder, a daredevil on a Welsh TV 

show, and in a number of movies?

MP   That is all correct.  I’ve had a great life  

so far, I now have two businesses in Swansea 

and Cardiff, and I am able to do the extreme 

stuff that I love doing. That is how the 

partnership came about really; I had this 

crazy idea to try to break a world record  

and approached Peter Alan to see if they 

would like to get involved.

pa black  What was the challenge?

MP  The World Record for the most half-

ironmen completed in a year was 22 and I 

wanted to break this.  I set myself a target 

to do 30 consecutively through the month 

of March, starting on St David’s day, and 

finishing on my birthday - March 30th.

pa black  Wow, that sounds amazing, what 

does a half-ironman include?

MP  A 1.2 mile swim, 56 mile bike ride, and a 

13.1 mile run.

pa black  All of that every day for 30 

consecutive days… wow again! So, I suppose 

since you completed the challenge you’ve 

been resting?

MP  Actually no, last month I completed an 

Enduroman Triple Ironman.

pa black  I’m scared to ask what that actually is!

MP  It was probably the toughest challenge 

of my life, the Enduroman was a continuous 

triple Ironman, consisting of a 7.2 mile swim, 

336 mile cycle, and a 78 mile run.  It was a 

competitive race, as opposed to the 30 Day 

Challenge which was just me. 

pa black Unbelievable, and how long did 

that take you?

MP  It took me 53 hours, of which I slept very 

little, taking short power naps when needed, 

and re-energising with food and drink.

pa black  I can’t even imagine that, how did 

you fare in the race?

MP  I didn’t realize where I was placed when I 

was taking part the race, but I was really pleased 

to find out that I finished third overall.  I picked 

up a lovely trophy, which is really special as it 

represents a lot of hard work and effort.

pa black  So, the inevitable question which 

I’m sure you’ve been asked lots already, 

what’s next?

MP  Well I have an even bigger challenge 

for 2017 which hasn’t been announced yet, 

but before then we have our first pa black 

sponsored event, which is really exciting.

pa black  I’m afraid to ask?

MP  Well as part of my March challenge in 

addition to completing the 30 half-ironmen  

I set myself a target of raising £100,000  

for five Welsh charities that are close  

to my heart. One of which is Ty Hafan,  

Peter Alan/pa black’s charity of the 

year.  Peter Alan have been helping me 

fundraise all the way but we’re not there 

yet, so Andrew Barry, Peter Alan’s Managing 

Director, has agreed to sponsor the first  

pa black charity cycle event, with all funds 

raised going to my £100k Challenge.

pa black  So when, where, and what kind of 

event will this be?

MP  We discussed it, and we want it to be 

really tough, so we are going to make it 

a 200 kilometer cycle ride which will test 

people’s endurance both physically and 

mentally.  It will all take place within Wales, 

but the course is going be kept secret  

until 48 hours before the ride, and we are 

going to limit entry to 100 riders to keep  

it ‘interesting’.

pa black So how do we sign up for  

this race?

MP  There are details in this magazine,  

and on both the pa black website and at  

www.pritchards100kchallenge.com,  

so book now to avoid disappointment.

pa black  Thank you very much for your time 

Mathew, and I might grab one of those places 

on your cycle event myself.

MP  Thank you for the opportunity to be in 

your Distinctive magazine, and I hope to see 

you at the start of the race.

Mathew Pritchard
Q&A with pa black

Jeff Smith
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Mathew Pritchard
Q&A with pa black



   
Excellent Knowledge! Well done!

 
“From the depth of local knowledge, to the detailed 

specifics of the properties, pa black really stood out 

from the crowd of other agents in Monmouth.  

Their staff were keen to help me find the right property 

for me, and didn’t hesitate to talk me through other 

services I may need. They were very professional, 

without being too pushy, and helped me focus on what 

it is I want from a property. I would have no hesitation 

in recommending pa black to anyone who was looking 

to buy or sell their home in this area! A+”

32 People



The joy of a truly well 
designed kitchen
How we live and spend time in our homes changes 

over time, and therefore our home’s functionality 

can often work against us.  But what if there were 

no preconceived notions of how your kitchen 

should be laid out? What if it was designed solely 

with you and your family in mind?  The kitchen  

is truly the heart of the home, and therefore  

should be a place you love to spend time in.   

Jo Buckerfield from Your Space Living is a qualified 

furniture designer who has spent over fifteen years 

designing kitchens and dream rooms for clients.
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We are blessed in  
South Wales to have a 
wonderful wealth of 

period properties

“

”

Jo Buckerfield

I asked Jo, what did she like about 

her own kitchen?

I don’t know about you, but one thing I love 

about the summer is the light and warm 

mornings.  I like to get up early whilst the 

kids are still in bed and the chaos hasn’t 

yet erupted around me. I quietly tip toe 

down the stairs, making sure I avoid that 

squeaky step, pour myself a cup of hot 

aromatic coffee and open the doors so the 

wonderful summer breeze swirls around me.

It is a time when I can breathe and take 

in every detail of the room and enjoy the 

way it works with the garden; it is in these 

precious moments that I am inspired.  You 

see, designing a kitchen isn’t about placing 

boxes into a shape; it is about creating a 

solace, a place that is in blissful cohesion 

with its surroundings.  It doesn’t matter that 

the kids have left their toys on the floor, 

or my husband’s laptop and papers are 

cluttering the work surface, or even that we 

have shamefully left last night’s dishes in 

the sink, this is our kitchen, and I designed 

it just for us.

Should we design our kitchen just  

for summer?

You want your kitchen to work no matter 

what the season.  There has been a growth 

in the number of kitchen extensions we are 

undertaking, and there is a real desire now 

to create the ultimate kitchen / dining space 

that extends to the garden via bi-folding 

doors.  In a way, you could say that people 

are planning their kitchen for the summer, 

but you need to be sure that it works for 

your family all year round.  What if your only 

access to the rear of your property was 

through these bi-fold doors?  On a wet and 

muddy, or even snowy, day, I am sure you 

and your family will not be happy if you are 

opening these large doors to gain access 

to your garden and then walking all the wet 

mud back through the kitchen.  A well-

designed room should be able to live and 

breathe as well as adapt to the seasons; it 

should function effortlessly, and always give 

you that feeling of home.

Where should we start when designing  

a kitchen?

We start by looking at a client’s lifestyle, their 

wants, needs and desires; this is followed by 

understanding how you want your kitchen to 

flow, and the key features you need included.  

If you’re purchasing a kitchen from the high 

street you need to bear in mind that you will 

be trying to place standard sized units into a 

space that may not be ‘standard’ at all.  

We are blessed in South Wales to have 

a wonderful wealth of period properties, 

especially where I live in Llantwit Major.   

The charm and allure of these stunning 

homes lies in their angled walls, nooks and 

crooks and incredibly unique spaces.  As a 

designer, instead of trying to make a jigsaw 

puzzle of ‘standard’ sized cabinets fit into a 

misshapen box, I design a kitchen that works 

with every beautiful imperfection of your home.  

I want the result to be nothing less than perfect, 

as you and your home deserve the very best.
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What else should we consider?

A kitchen design isn’t just about the units, but 

the specific practicalities that will enhance 

daily life for you and your family.  My husband 

and I have a terrible habit of using our 

laptops in the kitchen, so our hidden plug 

sockets by Sensio have been not only a god 

send for us, but essential with kids. I wouldn’t 

have wanted them running in and out of 

there with extension leads all over the place. 

I also had one client who wanted a specific 

gadget incorporated into the design, and 

another where we needed to alter the height 

of the units for a standing desk.  Anything is 

possible these days.

When you’re looking into how your kitchen 

functions, you need to be sure that you 

are not just thinking about today, but also 

of the future.  A couple may wish to start 

a family down the line, so I add subtle 

elements that will complement their plans 

should their circumstances change.   

A family is always craving more space, 

so we look at ways that we can build 

mountains of storage into the design.  

I would also suggest you explore more 

creative options, rather than automatically 

heading into a high street kitchen chain store, 

such as talk to a bespoke kitchen designer.

What is the advantage of using  

a designer?

I offer my clients so much more than just 

a design; I want to project manage from 

start to finish, I work with a team of skilled 

tradesmen and I oversee every detail until 

the big reveal.  For me, it’s the relationship 

side of the work that is most rewarding.  My 

clients always tell me that one thing they love 

and appreciate about my service is that they 

are not working with several different parties, 

where often lack of communication can 

cause delays and issues.

It’s rare that you find a company that can look 

after you from initial concept to the reality of 

the finished kitchen and beyond. I believe in 

not only designing but also actually creating 

a space that you will continue to love for 

years to come.

 

www.yourspaceliving.com

@yourspaceliving
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From his first allotment
to radio success

We chat with Jeremy Vine’s allotment expert, Rhondda’s very own Terry Walton

If you listen to Jeremy Vine on Radio 2 I have no doubt that you will have heard Terry Walton live  

from his allotment, giving his expert advice on gardening from the heart of the Welsh Valleys.   

But who exactly is Terry Walton, and how did he find himself on the radio?
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From his first allotment
to radio success

We chat with Jeremy Vine’s allotment expert, Rhondda’s very own Terry Walton

“From my father; he had two plots going in 

here, and at the age of 4 he brought me 

through those big iron gates for the first 

time.  I remember all these men, over 6ft 

tall, all in their three-piece suits, gardening 

away; as a little four-year-old I was gripping 

my father’s hand tightly.  There was a small 

spare bit of ground alongside my father’s 

allotment, so he gave me a little rake and a 

little fork and I planted lettuces and radish in 

this little patch, and that was mine.  That was 

when I got my green fingers. Then, as an 

eleven-year-old, I thought I knew all there 

was to know about gardening, so I applied 

for my first plot right in the far corner. It was 

dead man’s shoes in those days; as people 

left you moved down the top rank, then  

you moved down the middle, until finally you 

get to the best plots on the the low rank.  

That’s where I am now, on plot number two.

Here I was, an 11-year-old with their first plot, 

the guys thought I wouldn’t stay long, but 

after six months I was doing very well, so all 

As I opened the gates to the allotments there was a sense of calm; with its serene hillside setting, the sun 

beautifully cast its warmth over the growing crops.  There were allotments on both sides of the path, and an 

array of sheds, including one that the tenants describe as their café; they make a lovely cup of coffee too!  

Terry has a real natural charisma, which you instantly warm to.  As we set on the bench at the top of  

his allotment, I wondered where his devotion to and passion for gardening had come from.

these guys in their 60s then took me under 

their wing and taught me all the tricks of 

the trade.  Within about 3 years I had about 

2,500 years’ of information about gardening 

locked in my little sponge-type brain. 

In the ‘60s, the allotments became sort of 

not vogue; supermarkets were opening and 

everybody was buying their vegetables 

cheap.  I used this to my advantage, and  

as the plots became empty I took one,  

I took two, until I had ten; it was my little 

enterprise, I grew all the basics, such as 

cabbage, runner beans, potatoes, and 

carrots.  On Friday night I’d come and gather 

all the veg into wooden boxes and sell to the 

local houses.  You see, I wasn’t allowed to 

sell the veg as it came from the allotment, so 

when I knocked on the door, and they said, 

“How much is the veg?” I’d say, “The veg is 

free, my love, but the box is two and six.”

It’s been a passion of mine for 66 years.  

I now spend on average four to five hours 

here a day.  You don’t work for four to five 

hours, though; we’ve got the café, so you do 

an hour and then you sit and talk for half an 

hour, and then you do another hour, and you 

sit and talk for half an hour. So you space 

it out; you have the social activity, together 

with a bit of exercise, and a lot of banter.”

Banter is in no short supply, and the 

other gardeners ribbed each other as we 

continued to talk.  Inside the café there 

are photos of the many celebrities who 

have visited the allotment, even chefs have 

cooked some delicious dishes, which the 

gentlemen I met certainly enjoyed.  So I was 

curious, how did a gardener from Rhondda 

end up on Jeremy Vine?

“How much is the veg?”  
I’d say, “The veg is free, 
 my love, but the box is  

two and six.”
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        “That was one of those strange and 

lucky things in life.  In 2003 Jeremy took 

over from Jimmy Young, and on a Friday 

afternoon, about a month after he’d taken 

over the show, he did a programme on 

allotments. At the end of the programme,  

he was so overwhelmed by the friendliness 

and the number of people who were 

interested in allotments, that tongue in 

cheek he said, “Oh, we ought to get our 

own allotments, any listeners who would 

like to have their allotment adopted, please 

write in.” I wasn’t listening, I was here on 

the allotment, but when I got home my wife 

told me what Jeremy had said, and that 

as I spent so much time at the allotment 

I should write in.  My reply, “You can’t do 

allotments on the radio, that’s a stupid idea; 

he obviously said it tongue-in-cheek.”

Anyway, she nagged and the kids nagged, 

so one night I sat at my computer and I sent 

in this humorous email about what I do on 

the allotments, and life on the allotments. 

About two weeks later, I came home and my 

wife rushed in with the phone and she said, 

“It’s The Jeremy Vine show for you.”   

Initially I thought it was some of the lads 

playing a trick on me but, after a minute or 

so of banter, I realised it actually was  

The Jeremy Vine Show. The lady asked me 

to tell them about my allotment, and after  

25 minutes she said, “Can you shut up,  

I can’t get a word in!” That was why I got the 

job, because of my enthusiasm.

The following day I did an hour on the 

Jeremy Vine show, on a Friday afternoon. 

I’d never broadcast in my life before, never 

done anything like that, and it clicked. Ever 

since then, 14 years later, I’m still doing it.”

I asked Terry if he had ever been stumped 

by a question.

“You’d have to reach Methuselah level 

before you’ve got all the answers to every 

gardening question. But what I do if I get a 

question if I can’t answer, I just give a funny 

reply. I remember a few years back I grew 

pak choi for the show, and as I told the 

audience, it didn’t go to plan. The  

following week the show had an expert on 

pak choi and I was ready to get some tips.  

“We’ve got you connected to Winston now 

on his allotments in Birmingham, so we’ll 

leave you to sort this out.” So I said,  

“How are you, Winston?” There was about 

30 seconds of silence, which sounds 

deafening on the radio. “Hi man,” he said, 

“how are you, boy?” I said, “I’m fine, I gather 

you’re an expert on pak choi?” “Well, so 

called,” he said. “So what do you do to get a 

good pak choi, then?” He said, “Well, my son 

lives in Antigua, and every January he sends 

me over a fresh packet of pak choi seed, and 

in April I put it in my allotment in Birmingham, 

and it comes up and it makes a lovely row 

of green plants.” I said, “Well mine does that, 

but then it goes to seed.” “So does bloody 

mine,” he said, “It’s this country.” 

“The advantage of growing 
your own is you’re eating  

it at the peak of its 
freshness; you’re eating  

it within hours of 
harvesting, so the natural 

flavours really shine”
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As I dabble in growing my own vegetables, 

though often not very successfully,  

I couldn’t wait to grab some tips from  

the expert!

“I see many people taking it up these days, 

as families realise now that the taste of 

growing your own is better than the taste of 

what you buy.  Even though what you buy 

looks beautiful in terms of presentation,  

the advantage of growing your own is you’re 

eating it at the peak of its freshness; you’re 

eating it within hours of harvesting, so the 

natural flavours really shine. At home we 

rarely eat anything that’s not been picked 

the same day, except what we freeze and 

do everything else with, of course. You can’t 

beat a salad that has been harvested in the 

morning for the evening’s tea. Beautiful. 

A lot of people who take a new plot say to 

me, “What should I grow?” You grow what 

you like. If you haven’t got a greenhouse, 

don’t attempt tomatoes, cucumbers, 

peppers, and chillies; they give up very 

quickly in this climate. One of the things 

that people forget is that vegetables love 

the sun, so you cannot grow vegetables in 

the shade, they don’t like it at all.

Around August/September, you need  

to be getting ready for the next year.  

There is very little you can plant once the 

month of July is gone, because the nights 

are getting cooler and shorter, and stuff will  

not grow without both those effects.  

But what you should be doing is getting 

things cleaned up and prepared for the 

winter; let the weather break it down, and 

then add plenty of new humus. In my case,  

if you’ve got bare ground and you’ve turned 

it over, sow things like green manures, 

which are a mixture of vetches and ryes; 

these will survive on the soil, slowly in 

September and throughout the winter.  

All the nutrients in the soil, come January when 

you turn it back in, will increase the fertility 

tremendously for a good crop next year.

If you’ve got a greenhouse you can start 

planting January; you can plant onion 

seed, broad beans, and sweetpeas, then 

you should start planting lettuce crops 

and some salad crops, which will go out in 

March.  If you’re going to grow crops for the 

winter, such as parsnips, brussels sprouts, 

leeks, and swede, they have to be started 

in April, ready to harvest from October. 

Winter crops take a long time but provide 

food for five months during the bad times 

of the year. A lot of people who have got a 

garden forget; they grow all these summer 

crops, and then the plot is empty for eight 

months of the year, when you could be 

harvesting all these winter crops.”

So what is his best tip he can give all us amateur,  
first time gardeners?

“I always tell people, keep looking back over your shoulder. People have got a tendency 

to plough onwards and keep planting, and the weeds are creeping up behind them. Keep 

looking back, keep going back, keep the bits you’ve done clean, keep the plants moving 

and in good health while you move on. And don’t rush it; it hasn’t got to be done from top 

to bottom overnight, it’s got to be done in your time.”
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From serving drinks  
to crafting wood

How one man found a passion and turned it into a business
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to teach me the basics, and then took the 

leap, gave up my job and went to work at 

a joinery in Cwmbran to absorb as much 

knowledge as I could. You really can never 

know everything in this trade, but I enjoy 

trying. It keeps my mind fresh and alert.”

 

Mike’s leap of faith quickly turned into 

‘My Wood Designs’, a flourishing carpentry 

business that has allowed him to work with 

a variety of clients, and at some famous 

locations in Cardiff.

 

“Every project is different and I love the 

variety and challenges it brings. A possible 

favourite is rebuilding the bar in the 

Millennium Lounge, and the entrance to the 

Clubhouse in the Principality Stadium, which, 

being a rugby fan, was a fantastic project to 

work on, and a great experience.”

 

Mike’s passion for wood seems to be 

endless, and his dream of working for 

himself doing what he loves has no 

boundaries - he shared with us his goals for 

new wood designs.

 
I’d love to work on the  

coal exchange building 
when it is finally restored. 
It will be fantastic to have  
a showpiece commission  

in such an iconic building.

“

”

Mike Yorke

We often hear inspiring stories of people 

who dramatically change their career path in 

order to follow a passion; in fact, throughout 

Penarth, and across South Wales, we have 

met with many business owners who once 

had surprising careers. But for many of these 

fascinating people their passion was hidden, 

until it emerged in the most unlikely ways.  

This is what happened to Mike Yorke, who, 

whilst working as a bar manager, discovered 

carpentry and has never looked back.

 

We asked Mike how he 
found his passion.

“I’ve always been practical and enjoyed 

taking things apart and putting them back 

together again, so carpentry was a natural 

progression. I remember buying my first 

jigsaw; I managed a bar in Cardiff at the time. 

I needed to accommodate an ice bucket 

in a tricky space in the bar so decided to 

make a bespoke unit myself. The sense of 

achievement I got from doing that was great, 

and it got me thinking. As many craftsman 

and entrepreneurs will tell you, once you 

have found your thing it plants a seed that 

just keeps on growing.  And the more I 

thought about it, the desire to make this  

my living one day grew even greater. 

After 8 successful years in the hospitality 

industry, due to working on my feet so 

much I had to have an operation on one  

of my legs. Whilst I was recovering in 

hospital I realised that I wanted, and 

needed, a change. I got such enjoyment 

from creating and working with wood, so 

I signed up to an evening joinery course 
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“I’d love to work on the coal exchange 

building when it is finally restored. It will be 

fantastic to have a showpiece commission 

in such an iconic building. We also carry out 

restoration work specifically on sash windows 

– although the coal exchange has enough to 

keep us busy for some time, if we get the call!”

 

Although Mike is originally from Aldershot 

in Hampshire, it wasn’t a hard decision to 

make Penarth his home.

 

“I only moved to Penarth after meeting  

my wife, Jemma. She’s a Penarth girl 

through and through, and I quickly 

understood why she didn’t want to leave.  

I fell in love with Penarth at the same  

time as falling in love with her, and we 

both decided to stay. I’ve always enjoyed 

living close to the sea, but Penarth has it 

all, being close to the countryside and  

the city, in addition to having a village  

type feel.”

 

As we talk about Mike’s family and his 

work he is filled with pride and joy, 

particularly when we asked him about the 

future of My Wood Designs.

“I’ve just moved into a bigger workshop in 

central Penarth, which makes my commute 

only three minutes; now my kids can come 

and bring their daddy some lunch, which 

is a great treat. I’m extremely lucky to be 

doing something that I thoroughly enjoy, 

and I love seeing my clients’ reactions 

when they first see the piece that I’ve 

created for them. Clients return as they 

know they will receive a personal, friendly 

and truly bespoke service.  I couldn’t have 

done this without my wife and family’s 

support and encouragement over the last 

eight years.”

You can find Mike’s bespoke 

carpentry and joinery at 

www.mywooddesigns.co.uk.
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Re-experience  
the Brecon Beacons

You are probably aware that Cardiff has 

a white water facility in the heart of the 

international sports village; however, you 

might not know that the centre offers so 

much more than just the obvious  

water-based activities. You can experience 

rafting, surfing or canoeing, but for a true 

adventure, the team will take you into the 

depths of the Brecon Beacons to a small 

village called Pontneddfechan. You can’t 

explore the Welsh landscape without 

encountering water, whether it’s flowing in a 

river, babbling in a brook, or crashing down 

a gorge; there is a reason why this part of 

Wales is known as Waterfall Country.

Once you have arrived at the beginning of 

the walk you will step into the suitable attire 

of a wetsuit, helmet, and buoyancy aid.  

Yes, this is basically a lifejacket for adults, 

but it’s essential, as you will be submerged 

into the cold mountain waters during parts 

of the trail. The essence of Gorge Walking 

is a combination of climbing and scrambling 

up into these beautiful waterfalls, in what 

feels like rainforest surroundings.  

The atmosphere hits you almost as 

powerfully as the gushing water; the noise 

from the crystal clear waters crashing 

into the plunge pools and sounds of 

the landscape make for an intense yet 

exhilarating experience. As the adrenaline 

kicks in, you head higher and higher with 

your team of thrill seekers.

What will you take away from this daring 

activity? Gorge Walking itself is filled with 

many highlights; aside from being physically 

and mentally challenging, you will crawl 

behind waterfalls, and get to grips with 

nature - literally - as well as having the 

opportunity to jump from a variety of heights 

into the plunge pools as you make your 

way up to Dinas Rock. During the summer 

months the water can reach upwards of 15 

degrees; however, if you decide to take on 

this pursuit during the colder winter period 

you may experience freezing temperatures, 

adding a whole new challenge to this activity. 

The breathtaking location and demanding 

trail requires you to walk, climb and paddle 

through diverse backdrops, enabling you to 

build a more intimate connection with the 

enchanting Brecon Beacons, and perhaps 

gain a different and unique perspective as 

you explore this beautiful area.

You can embark on this adventurous 

journey up river with your friends, family 

or work colleagues, as the team at Cardiff 

International White Water centre gently 

immerse you into the cool waters of this 

refreshing activity.
www.ciww.com

Discover more than adrenaline when you go gorge walking
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Our Penarth
Aptly known as the ‘garden by the sea’, Penarth was named as one of the top 30 places to 
live in Wales by The Sunday Times this year. Aside from its beautiful views, we asked local 
residents and businesses, why is Penarth really one of the best places to live in Wales?

 “We have got everything on the doorstep. 

We have got the green, the city and the 

countryside. Having lived in Paris, I can 

tell you that after 10 years in Paris I much 

prefer Penarth!”

Cheryl Day, Bistro  

@TheBistroPenarth 

“I had the chance to move to another branch 

but I like Penarth so much I wanted to stay 

here. The people are so generous; there are 

some really great people here. It is a lovely 

place and I can believe that it was voted one 

of the best places to live in Wales!”

Paul Philips

Cancer Research UK Penarth

 

“To me it has got the best of everything; 

you’ve still got the green of the Valleys,  

as well as the great Penarth Pier. You 

can visit Cosmeston Lake and take some 

wonderful walks, but then you’ve still got 

the seafront on your doorstep! We’ve got 

wonderful restaurants and lovely local 

shops. I’ve only lived here for 4 years and 

the people in the area are just so good  

to you. My customer base is so kind;  

it’s wonderful. They’ve all helped me with 

my business and they all support the local 

area by shopping local, which is amazing.”

Juliette Lewis

Pro Health & Nutrition

“I think Penarth is such a great place to  

live because of the great range of 

independent shops!”

Mel Griffin, Griffin Books  

@GriffinBooksUK 

“Penarth has such a thriving little town centre 

because you can be self-sufficient here. 

But at the same time we do have Cardiff 

just a short walk away across the barrage. 

It’s a nice quiet little town, but with the city, 

beaches and good schools on the doorstep!”

Conrad Bartlett, Sew Lovely  

@Sew_Lovely

“Everyone knows you here, it’s a very  

close knit community.”

Shôn Evans 

Mayberry Pharmacy

“I think Penarth has a fantastic community 

spirit; it’s a really welcoming, friendly place to 

live. There is lots to do, for all ages, from  

pre-schoolers and babies, to people who 

want to retire here. There are some great 

views, great parks, and lovely independent little 

shops. It’s a fantastic seaside resort and then 

you also have the mountains not far away.”

Karen Dunlop, Umpa Lumpa  

@PenarthSweetShop 

We are that little town on the edge of Cardiff 

that the day-trippers and holiday-makers 

come to for the day. We have a lovely link with 

the marina and pier too. We moved away, and 

then moved back because we missed it so 

much, and people do love living here. I don’t 

think we would live anywhere else.” 

Carol Bartlett, Sew Lovely  

@Sew_Lovely 
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Since moving to Barry from Cheshire and 

starting my current job I have met locals from 

far and wide who have moved to the area. 

From my experience, you are made to feel 

very welcome, and that in itself has helped me 

settle into the community. There are friendly 

faces, a beautiful coastline and organised 

activities galore! Penarth really has become 

my home from home.” 

Sian Griffin, Sales Assistant at Hamptons 

and Shores @Hamptons 

“There is a lovely range of diverse shops. 

It’s a thriving little town now. There is a lot of 

injection of new blood in the area, and it’s just a 

really great, mixed, diverse little town. You have 

your younger and older generations too.”

Ceri & Rachael,  

Andrea’s Flower Boutique

We are a new business and the support 

we have had from other businesses has 

been incredible, with regards both to our 

suppliers of fruit and veg, but also other 

cafés and restaurants. Everybody has been 

really supportive, and is willing you to do 

well. Penarth has a really lovely community 

spirit, everyone supports one another and 

there is a real push for local businesses. 

There are also some great schools,  

there’s lots to do, and at the same time 

Cardiff is just next door… it’s amazing!”

Alison Jones

The Crep Escape

It’s a great place to live; you’ve got a good 

shopping centre, and you’ve got fantastic 

restaurants and the beach. You can be at 

Cosmeston Lake in 5 minutes, and Cardiff 

city centre in 10 minutes. It’s a perfectly 

located town.”

Alan Peters 

Penarth Pets

“There are a lot of independent traders, 

which helps the community. Considering 

the small town ratio, we have more 

independents than chains, which is so good, 

and that is what we need to keep.”

Trisha & Mike Evans, Windsor Fruit Stores  

@WPenarthon 

One of the best things about living in Penarth 

is the great sense of community. Even though 

Penarth is a growing town it still has a great 

community spirit; the local facilities really 

help; for example the nurseries, playgroups 

and kids activities, which are of exceptional 

quality. And yet, being so close to Cardiff and 

Cardiff Bay, you never feel isolated; there’s 

just so much to do in the area. We feel really 

spoilt to live here!

Justin Horton, Funky Monkey  

@FunkyMonkeyLtd 

“I think Penarth is great because you are 

so local to Cardiff, but you are still just a 

short distance from the city, and the bay is 

so close. It’s so great here because it’s got 

loads of independents at the moment, which 

I think people are really supporting a lot 

more than they have in the last decade.  

I feel like there’s a real sense of community 

in Penarth, and there’s a great mixture of 

local businesses here in the town right now.”

Leah Pauline, The Polka Dot Door  

@TheDottyDoor
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Best Kept Secret in Penarth:

Glass by Design 
Self-confessed glass addicts Cathy and 

Angelina met by chance whilst selling 

their work in Penarth in 2013. They were 

both working with glass in different 

circuits at the time, but decided to work 

together on a venture they named ‘The 

Open Studio Walking Trail’.  As part of 

the Penarth Summer Festival, The Open 

Studio Walking Trail toured a number of 

artisan studios, which opened especially 

on that day and celebrated all things 

handmade in Penarth. As a result of this 

collaboration and their shared passion 

for all things glass, the pair set up shop 

in Penarth town in May 2016. Glass by 

Design is a merging of four business 

strands, which include their retail arm, 

workshop, gallery and the Open Studio. 

From admiring artwork and collaborating 

with the designers to create bespoke 

pieces, to attending glass workshops 

and acquiring your own skill and 

glass materials, the craft filled, artistic 

adventure starts here, at Glass By Design. 
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Where does your passion for 
glass come from?

Cathy: I originally moved to Penarth from 

West London in 1993. We chose to move to 

Penarth because it ticked all the boxes for 

us, in terms of bringing up a young family. 

We really liked period properties and were 

keen to have a garden, and this just didn’t 

exist in the big city. I’ve always worked 

with my hands as a hobby, whether it was 

growing up making clothes or designing 

all manner of things. The house that we 

had moved into was missing the elaborate 

window above the door where the fanlight 

should have been, and the rest of our 

home was so beautiful that it just screamed 

out that it needed to be done.  

I really wanted to create something myself 

and make sure that it was done properly, 

so I would feel like I had given the house 

something back. Following this I took 

classes learning the art of stained glass, 

and since I started cutting glass, I have 

never looked back! 

Angelina: I’m Penarth born and bred, and 

after finishing art school in Bristol and 

moving away to Sheffield, the draw was  

just too much and I had to return to 

Penarth. I studied ceramics and finished 

the course feeling as though I was never 

100% happy with what I had produced 

once I opened the kiln. Stained glass is 

very similar to the way that I draw, and 

landscape architecture is my real passion.  

I love any type of architectural reference, 

so I forged this into working with glass,  

and it really suits my work. 

Why did you choose Penarth for 
your business?

Angelina: Over the past couple of years 

little art places have been popping up, 

and the more people who start up, the 

more confidence there is to start yourself, 

and this seemed like the right time for us. 

From the reception we have had, we are 

what Penarth wants, which is really nice 

independent, bespoke places. I would not 

want to live anywhere else; there’s such a 

great community in Penarth, and it has a 

really nice environment.

What inspires your work?

Cathy: I’m completely inspired by  

anything I love. Music inspires me greatly 

and I am very influenced by words, which 

is why I do a lot of work with words in 

my glass fusing; this was influenced by a 

language and communication degree that  

I completed several years ago. It’s the  

first time I have used my language skills 

outside of my degree, and I feel that 

it’s very retro. Overall my work features 

the use of humour, an overriding theme 

throughout my work.  

Angelina: I am inspired by, and love to 

bring local elements from architecture, 

landscapes, sea and cityscapes, sailing 

and the coast too; it’s a broad depth that 

inspires my work. Penarth is such a great 

place to live, because we have all of these 

wonderful features and so much character 

on our doorstep, as well as the skyline of 

Cardiff Bay.

What else can you tell us about 
Glass by Design? 

Angelina: We run classes from our studio 

aimed at beginners, in both fused and 

stained glass. Cathy takes the fused glass 

classes, where learners will create a bowl 

and four coasters, so that they can take 

home a functional memento that they have 

made themselves. I take the stained glass 

classes, in which students can choose to 

make either a mirror or a window, framed in 

a box panel. We then have an Open Studio 

here every Tuesday night where people 

can come, use our facilities and produce 

their own creations, and we are on hand to 

give advice.  

Cathy: We plan to progress our teaching 

programme to grow alongside the demand 

from and skill of our visitors and studio 

goers. For instance, we will introduce 

mosaicking courses for the more advanced 

students, as we progress. We would love 

to see our Open Studios become a hub, a 

place where people come to socialise and 

share our love of glass… and to hopefully 

become addicted, just like we are!

Angelina: We stock and sell the materials 

for glass work here too. There are probably 

many people at the moment making glass 

as a hobby, who previously would have to 

travel to Bristol for supplies. Hobbyists tend 

to use smaller pieces of glass to complete 

a piece, so in the future we’re aiming to 

supply crafters with exactly what they need. 

The Penarth Open Studio Trail takes place 

over three days, as part of the Penarth 

Summer Festival this July. Follow a walking 

trail around Penarth to see Fused and 

Stained Glass, Ceramics, Fine Art, Textiles 

and Jewellery. Maps are available at 

GlassByDesign and other local shops.

www.gorgeousglassltd.com
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Restaurant Review:

Etc... Penarth
Upon entering this high concept fusion 

restaurant and cocktail bar you are met with a 

very classy and elegant interior.  There is only 

one word to describe the atmosphere, and 

that is magical!  From the dry ice rising from 

the dishes, to the unusual and exquisite way 

food is presented, this place is out to impress. 

The colours that are bursting from the food 

are so captivating that you can’t help but take 

a nosey at every dish that passes by.

The owner Alex Mules made us feel 

extremely welcome, and even offered us a 

complimentary cocktail made with his new 

dry ice machine, the first of its kind in Wales.  

You haven’t had a cocktail until you have had 

one with dry ice flowing over the sides of your 

glass.  The experience is fantastic, and well 

worth a try.

I decided on a starter of Killer Chicken - I must 

add that many of the dishes have wonderful 

names, such as Over Reacting Salmon, Boy 

Who Never Grew Up and Noise Of The World.  

For my main course I opted for Bangers and 

Mash, which consisted of vegetable Glamorgan 

sausages over apple fennel mash and rhubarb 

jam, and yes, it was as good as it sounds - 

actually, it was even better, absolutely delicious 

and the presentation was superb. I was equally 

impressed with the beautiful interior design of 

the restaurant; it wouldn’t look out of place in 

Mayfair or Knightsbridge in London.  If you’re 

planning a visit, it doesn’t have its own car 

park, but Penarth railway station has free 

parking and is only about a minute’s walk away.

Their service is as exceptional as the 

atmosphere and food; this is one restaurant 

you could return to again and again, and be 

continually surprised.  I would certainly give 

Etc… FIVE STARS.

Debra Tuhey

Sales Manager Penarth Branch
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Turn the page for South Wales’s best properties…

www.pablack.co.uk

Albany Road 
02920 462 246  

Barry 
01446 733 224  

Blackwood 
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01792 463780 

Merthyr Tydfil
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  01443 485 600
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02920 792 888  
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EPC = F

Beach Road, Swanbridge,  
Penarth

£1,500,000

Contemporary living at its finest. Boasting 

just under 4,500 square footage of 

accommodation including an indoor fully 

air conditioned heated swimming pool plus 

shower room/changing room. 

This stunning detached property offers an impressively spacious 

and versatile home and benefits from a sea view towards Sully 

Island. The property is approached via an automated electric solid 

oak gate allowing secure access onto a sweeping resin drive with 

a detached triple garage to the side. The front garden - Southerly 

facing has been landscaped within a contemporary feel. 

Briefly the accommodation comprises a spectacular entrance 

vestibule - under floor heating and glass atrium style sky well,  

24’ kitchen/diner with a quality range of units including a central 

island unit plus integrated appliances, utility area, formal dining 

room with direct access into the stylish main lounge - solid oak 

floors to the both, a snug with oak floor and inner hall with a stylishly 

appointed shower room plus 3 double bedrooms - all with French 

doors leading out onto the terrace. To the first floor the 27’ master 

bedroom plus dressing room and stunning en-suite bathroom. 

From the bedroom French doors lead out onto 2 decked  

terraces offering a spectacular sea view. The 2nd bedroom also 

giving access onto the terrace has an en-suite shower room.  

With many many more to tell - please enquire further. Viewing  

highly recommended.
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EPC = C

Greenway Close, Llandough 
Penarth

£469,000

Situated at the end of a small cul de sac, an extended and 

exceptionally well presented detached dormer bungalow 

with an amazing self contained annex attached. What can 

only be described as an outstanding home also backs onto 

a park and enjoys a large westerly facing garden with lawn 

and decking. The combination of these factors create a 

most versatile property, the annex offering a multitude of 

options, from income generation, possible office space or for 

multi-generation family accommodation. The main dormer 

bungalow is finished to very high standards and the ground 

floor accommodation includes a large lounge, sitting room, 

magnificent fitted kitchen with integrated appliances, a 

separate dining room, cloakroom/wc, utility room, a large wet 

room and ground floor double bedroom.
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• Distinctive detached home on a large plot 

• Superb location overlooking golf course 

• Excellent potential 

• Four bedrooms / three reception rooms 

• Garage

• Detached 4 bedroom lodge 

• 14 Acres of pasture with development potential 

• Versatile accommodation 

• Lovely features throughout

Highwalls Avenue, 
Dinas Powys

St. Andrews Major, 
Dinas Powys Sully Road, Penarth

£459,000

• 4 Bedroom edwardian semi  

detached house 

• Superb location overlooking  

the golf course 

• Conservatory 

• Large kitchen/diner 

• Generous gardens 

• Driveway

EPC = C £845,000

• 4/5 Bedroom detached farm house 

• Separate 1/2 bedroom bungalow 

• Rural location 

• Ideal for multi-generation living 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• Good size gardens

• Off road parking

EPC = D £750,000

• Period semi detached property  

in rural location 

• Set back from the road

• Gardens of around an acre 

• 6 Bedrooms 

• 4 Reception rooms 

• Feature fitted kitchen 

• Double garage

EPC = E

Leckwith Road, Llandough £1,100,000 Highwalls Avenue, Dinas Powys £650,000

EPC = CEPC = C
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• Stunning detached five bedroom modern residence

• Exceptional large and lovely private gardens

• Set back with private parking & double garage

• 30 ft x 21 ft lounge & sitting room

• Cloakroom, utility room, formal dining room

• 18 ft stylish bespoke kitchen/breakfast room

Victoria Road, Penarth £775,000

EPC = D

SALE
AG

REED

SALE
AG

REED

• Family home situated on a large plot

• Four double bedrooms

• Three bathrooms

• Triple length garage

Sully Road, Penarth £665,000

EPC = C

Fonmon Hall, Fonmon, Barry Romilly Park Road, Barry Clive Place, Penarth

£650,000

• Well presented 4 bedroom detached house 

• Extended Kitchen/Breakfast room

• Living/Dining Room, Study 

• Large Principal Bedroom and generous 

En Suite bathroom 

• Gardens and grounds extending to over 

3 acres Idyllic country location

EPC = E £565,000

• An Edwardian character residence with 

six bedrooms 

• Elevated sea views 

• Closely located to both Porthkerry Park  

& the beach front 

• 3000 sq ft of accommodation

EPC = E £565,000

• Unique end of terrace family home

• Sympathetically built in 2008/2009 

within a conservation area 

• 5 double bedrooms with 3 en-suites 

open plan kitchen/dining room 

• Parking for 2 cars

• Just minutes from the shopping centre

EPC = C
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• Exceptional detached bungalow

• Impeccable gardens & sea views

• Four bedrooms with 2 en-suites

• 23’ lounge & conservatory with under floor heating

• Kitchen/Dining - Under Floor Heating

EPC = C • No onward chain 

• Individual family country home with covered swimming pool 

• 5 double bedrooms, 2 large reception rooms 

• Double garage 

• Very generous plot

Salisbury Avenue, Penarth
Upper Cosmeston Farm, 
Penarth

Penyturnpike Road,
Dinas Powys

£695,000

• 5 Bedroom semi detached family home

• 3 reception rooms retaining a lot of the 

orginal character and features 

• Driveway and double garage 

• Good size garden

EPC = G £459,950

• No onward chain 

• 4 bedrooms / 2 bathrooms 

• 3 reception rooms 

• Conservatory 

• Large kitchen/breakfast room 

• Double garage 

• Westerly facing garden

EPC = D £765,000

• Imposing five bedroom house  

of character 

• Beautifully improved with 3 new 

bespoke bathrooms 

• Stunning fitted kitchen & breakfast room

• Four separate reception rooms

EPC = D

Oyster Bend, Sully £650,000 Swanbridge Road, Sully, Penarth £675,000

EPC = D
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EPC = E

Lisvane Road, Lisvane,  
Cardiff

£945,000

The property stands within private surrounding gardens and 

the accommodation comprises an open fronted entrance 

porch, an entrance hall with cloaks cupboard, a spacious 

entrance reception hall (17’5 x 13’5 max) inset with a hardwood 

returning staircase with two half landings leading to a bright 

gallery landing, a large downstairs cloak room with a modern 

white suite, a generous lounge (24’4 x 14’4) with stone fireplace 

and picture patio doors overlooking the private front gardens. 

The main hall also leads to a large formal dining room (17’11 

x 13’1) equipped with PVC French doors and double doors to 

the lounge. There is also a separate morning room, a spacious 

study, and a capacious and versatile games room (24’5 x 13’2) 

which is equipped with patio doors that open onto the pool terrace.
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EPC = D

Wern Fawr Lane, Old St. Mellons, 
Cardiff

£799,950

A capacious detached double fronted six bedroom modern 

residence, occupying a fine and private enclosed level plot, screened 

by high boundaries of mature laurel hedgerow affording maximum 

privacy and security. This exceptionally spacious family home includes 

4174 square feet of space and is approached by electronic gates 

leading to a wide entrance drive and an integral double garage 

(24’5 x 16’0). The property includes gas heating with panel radiators, 

hardwood double glazed windows, PVC double glazed windows, an 

intruder alarm, coved ceilings and hardwood panel internal doors with 

regency handles. In 2000 a new contemporary and stylish kitchen 

was added with stainless steel appliances, leading to a large PVC 

double glazed conservatory equipped with French doors which open 

onto the level private rear garden. 
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EPC = D

St Fagans Drive, St. Fagans, 
Cardiff

£799,950

A truly capacious six bedroom detached double fronted 

modern family residence, set back with charming landscaped 

surrounding gardens and stunning rural views, this unique 

property is located within a select and quiet close in the 

heart of Old St Fagans Village. This versatile home has been 

extensively modernised and extended in 2012 with the benefits 

of gas heating with panel radiators (two new Worcester 

Boiler), under floor heating, white PVC double glazed windows 

(installed in 2012), an intruder alarm, a high quality fully fitted 

kitchen and family room (38’0 x 27’10) equipped with picture 

windows, integrated appliances and french doors which lead 

onto a private rear garden. C
a

rd
iff
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EPC = C 

Church Road, St. Brides, 
Wentlooge

£574,950

A large and stylish modern detached double fronted five bedroom 

stunning residence, built May 2014 to a high specification by the 

present owners, inset with white PVC double glazed windows, 

externally finished in smooth render beneath a deep gable front roof. 

This contemporary family house provides 2326 square feet of space 

with the benefits of a sizeable level enclosed sunny rear garden, a 

wide block paved private entrance drive and a detached garage with 

self contained studio above. The property includes solar panels, gas 

heating with panel radiators (Calor Gas), an intruder alarm, chrome light 

switches and power points, an intruder alarm, oak panelled doors 

with chrome handles and a truly bespoke Sigma 3 fully fitted kitchen 

and family room (38’0 x 23’2 max L shaped) equipped with smooth 

granite work surfaces and solid wood floor and eye level units.
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• Large and lovely gardens

• Downstairs cloak room, large utility room

• 24 Ft lounge, formal dining room, play room

• Five bedrooms, stunning new family bathroom

• Detached three bedroom residence in sought after  

quiet location. Wood block floor

• 18 ft lounge, separate formal dining room, fitted kitchen 

• Two bathrooms. Large rear gardens. PVC double glazing

• Capacious five bedroom residence 

• Large and lovely private gardens 

• Secluded position, cul de sac location 

• Six reception rooms, Downstairs cloak room

• Two bathrooms, ensuite dressing room

• Semi rural position

• 1.25 acres of private gardens and a woodland forest 

• Four bedrooms. Five living rooms. Three bathrooms

• Private entrance drive. Gas heating. PVC double glazing

• Stunning bespoke new 2015 kitchen

• Impressive Orangery with garden views. Granny annex facility

Crofta, Lisvane

South Rise, Llanishen

£ 899,995

£ 489,950

EPC = D

EPC = D

Parkwall Road, Lisvane

South Rise, Llanishen

£745,000

£ 599,950

EPC = F

EPC = D
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• Semi detached fully improved two bedroom bungalow

• 20ft sun lounge & 14ft formal lounge

• Breakfast room

• Separate detached one bedroom bungalow in gardens

• Architecturally designed property. Five bedrooms

• Two bespoke bathrooms. Bespoke ensuite shower room

• Large private rear garden. Driveway for multiple cars

• Three living rooms. Double garage

• Stunning detached four bedroom house

• Lovely elevated views. Sizeable gardens

• Downstairs cloak room

• Super kitchen & breakfast room, 24ft lounge, formal dining room

• Stylish modern bathroom. Private drive

• A most deceptive detached home 

• Four bedrooms, five receptions 

• Cloak room, utility room, bathroom, ensuite 

• South facing gardens backing onto playing fields

• Versatile annex room double garage

Plas Y Delyn, Lisvane

Mill Road, Lisvane

£ 485,000

£ 699,950

EPC = D

EPC = C

Llwyn Y Pia Road, Lisvane

Manor Rise, Whitchurch

£ 475,000

£435,000

EPC = E

EPC = D
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• Three bedroom 1930’s house of character

• Occupying a large corner plot garden with space to build and 

extend subject to planning. PVC double glazing. Gas Heating

• Downstairs cloak room and large utility room

• Detached four bedroom bungalow in select private close 

• Lovely level rear gardens

• PVC double glazing, gas heating, wood block floors

• 24 Ft lounge & sitting room. Formal dining room

• Semi-detached four bedroom house in quiet  

cul de sac location

• Three separate living rooms, 17 ft stylish fitted kitchen

• PVC double glazed windows, gas heating. private block paved 

drive. Detached garage, stylish contemporary family bathroom

• Detached bespoke four bedroom family home

• Large private level rear gardens. Entrance drive. Garage

• 43 ft stunning kitchen, lounge and dining room. Utility room

• Study. Oak floors, PVC windows, gas combi heating

• Three luxury bathrooms

Caegwyn Road, Whitchurch

Clos Yr Aer, Rhiwbina

£499,950

£ 380,000

EPC = D

EPC = D

Heathwood Grove, Heath

Heol Pant Y Rhyn, Whitchurch

£385,000

£ 359,950

EPC = D

EPC = D
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• Delightful select quiet cul de sac location

• Large and lovely private level sunny gardens

• Four bedrooms, two bathrooms, five reception rooms

• 20 ft Kitchen utility room, downstairs cloak room

• Four good bedrooms. Three bathrooms 

• 22 Ft kitchen breakfast room. 15 Ft lounge. 18 Ft sitting room

• Downstairs cloak room, utility room. South facing private gardens 

• New pvc double glazed windows

• Modern well designed four bedroom detached home

• PVC double glazing. Gas heating. Downstairs cloak room

• 23 ft new kitchen dining room. Utility room. Formal lounge

• Two bathrooms. Lovely level south facing rear gardens

• Private drive. Detached garage

• Four bedroom double fronted house. 

• Extensive improvements. Pvc double glazed windows 

• 17 ft stylish kitchen, formal dining room, family room 

• 19 Ft lounge. Pvc conservatory

• Two stunning bathrooms

Brambling Drive, Thornhill

Glenmount Way, Hunters Green

£ 379,950

£370,000

EPC = C

EPC = TBC

Charlock Close, Thornhill

Havenwood Drive, Thornhill

£ 350,000

£ 479,950

EPC = D

EPC = D
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• Detached five bedroom former show home 

• Corner position. 23 ft Lounge. Formal dining room. Downstairs 

cloak room. Stylish fitted kitchen. Utility room. Gas heating

• Generous sized rooms throughout. Corner gardens. Garage

• Tudor style five bedroom residence

• 26 ft lounge, 16 ft sitting room, Formal dining room, 

• PVC conservatory, fitted kitchen, Utility room and cloak room

• Private corner gardens

• Converted 5/6 six bedroom chapel

• 20 ft kitchen breakfast room

• Downstairs cloak room. utility room

• 30 ft lounge with handsome Fireplace. Formal Dining Room 

Study. Three bathrooms. 2/3 car drive

• Modern detached residence set in one third of an acre 

• Five double bedrooms, three bathrooms, downstairs cloak 

room. Fitted kitchen, family room, utility room

• 23 ft lounge, 16 ft dining room, snug/study

• No Chain

Bassetts Field, Thornhill

Plymouth Drive, Radyr

£ 529,950

£559,950

EPC = C

EPC = D

Cardiff Road, Taffs Well

Maes Y Llech, Radyr

£ 419,950

£ 399,950

EPC = E

EPC = C
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• Detached four bedroom double fronted residence  

with attached two storey two bedroom granny annex. 

• Six bedrooms, two independent halls, two kitchens,  

four bedrooms, wide private parking.

• Detached four bedroom home

• PVC double glazing. Gas heating. Downstairs cloak room

• 16 ft lounge. 16 Ft kitchen dining room. 16 Ft play room

• Utility room. Two bathrooms. Good sized gardens

• Four double bedrooms. Stylish contemporary Kitchen 

• Downstairs Cloak room/utility room. 23 ft Sitting Room 

• Dining Room. 18 ft Lounge. Gas heating 

• PVC double glazing. Modern white bathroom

• Private level gardens backing onto parkland

Blaen Y Coed, Radyr

Dol Y Felin, Creigiau

£339,950

£ 325,000

EPC = C

EPC = D

Fairwater Grove West, Cardiff £ 649,950

EPC = D
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• Five bedroom detached double fronted residence

• Five reception rooms

• Three bathrooms

• Large level gardens

• Wide private gated entrance drive

• Select Position backing onto open Fields

EPC = D

Mill Lane, Castleton £ 895,000
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• Charming four bedroom residence 

• Elegant hall with separate study and cloak room 

• Stunning lounge with exposed beamed ceiling 

• 26ft stylish fitted kitchen & breakfast room 

EPC = C• Detached three double bedroom bungalow

• Small quiet courtyard close. Backing onto playing fields

• New PVC windows. New gas heating. Stylish new bespoke 

17 ft kitchen, utility room. 32 ft lounge and dining room

• Guide price £400,000 - £425,000 

• Stylish four bedroom detached executive home

• Truly bespoke 37 ft kitchen, Dining room, Snug

•  Bespoke cloak room. Stylish utility room. Study

• South facing gardens

• Detached four bedroom stylish house

• PVC windows, Under floor heating

• New contemporary cloak room

• 21 Ft lounge. 21 ft quality kitchen dining room

• PVC sun lounge conservatory with clear glass roof

• Large luxury family bathroom

Hampton Court Road, Penylan

Wellfield Court, Marshfield

£ 359,950

£475,000

EPC = D

EPC = D

Cambrian Drive, Marshfield

Mill Lane, Castleton

£ 400,000

£ 579,950

EPC = C
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• Five bedroom residence with panoramic views

• 27 Ft kitchen & family room 

• 18 Ft lounge. 14 Ft dining room

• Downstairs cloak room. Utility room

• Showroom plus three bathrooms

• No chain. Large garage

EPC = D

Heol Goch, Pentyrch £ 499,950

• Four bedroom character cottage

• Two acre plot including paddock

• Private gardens and sweeping entrance drive

• Three living rooms, 18 ft kitchen, utility and walk in pantry

EPC = F• Unique detached double fronted property

• Five bedroom modern house, Built circa 1965

• 0.66 acres with large and level lawned gardens

• Overlooking trees and paddocks

EPC = D

• Superior Four bedroom executive residence 

• Large & lovely level landscaped gardens 

• Private gated drive with double garage & studio 

• Magnificent hall plus capacious kitchen/diner 

• Four large reception room 

• Three bespoke bathrooms

EPC = D

Mill Lane, Castleton

Cefnfiodh Home Farm, Cefn Mably

£850,000

£620,000 Began Road, Old St. Mellons £850,000
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• Five bedroom country residence set within  

two acres of gardens & grounds 

• 21ft luxury sun Lounge/conservatory with superb 

outlook across open green fields

• 22ft stunning kitchen & family room

EPC = D

• Very spacious five bedroom family home 

• Four separate living rooms, 20 ft kitchen & breakfast room

• Utility room, downstairs cloak room. 

• PVC double glazing, gas heating, lovely position

• Six bedroom country residence, four reception rooms 

• Handmade bespoke kitchen Luxurious designer bathrooms 

• Large and lovely private gardens grounds

• Quiet country lane location, triple garage

• Five bedroom 2002 executive residence 

• 16Ft x 16ft sigma 3 stylish new kitchen 

• 27Ft lounge, 15ft dining room, bespoke cloak room

• Three stunning new bathrooms. 

• Double garage with electric doors. 

• Beautifully landscaped gardens. Outstanding!

Port Road, Wenvoe

Star Lane, Capel Llanilltern

£ 999,950

£ 985,000

Old Mill Drive, St. Fagans

Cherry Orchard Road, Lisvane

£535,000

£475,000

EPC = C

EPC = E
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• Detached four bedroom residence 4.5 acres of land 

• Country and coastal views 

• 22 Ft new stylish kitchen and breakfast room 

• 24 Ft capacious lounge Formal dining room 

• Two bespoke bathrooms

• Unique top floor (7th) two storey penthouse  

apartment with panoramic views across both Cardiff Bay  

and the City Centre. 

• 32 Ft lounge and sitting room. 25 ft bespoke kitchen/diner, 

two stylish bathrooms, three large bedrooms, two large roof 

gardens, private hall, simply stunning.

King George V Drive West Pickwick Close, Thornhill Rhydypenau Road, Cyncoed

£515,000

• Four bedroom bungalow of character

• 30Ft kitchen & breakfast room

• 19Ft Lounge. 16Ft dining room

• PVC double glazing. Gas CHR

• Two Bathrooms

• Private corner gardens

• 50Ft Tandem Garage. 19ft workshop

• Overlooking Heath Park Playing Fields

EPC = D £399,950

• Delightful four bedroom 

• Detached double garage 

• Driveway 

• Beautiful orangery sunny aspect 

• Private rear garden 

• Master ensuite bathroom 

• Immaculate condition throughout 

• Pvc double glazing gas central heating 

• Must be viewed to be appreciated

EPC = E £ 399,950

• Four bedroom semi-detached house, 

backing onto woodland

• Downstairs cloak room

• PVC double glazing, Gas heating

• 18 Ft Lounge. 18 Ft fitted kitchen and 

dining room

• Three bathrooms two ensuite

• Cardiff High School catchments

EPC = B

Llansannor Drive, Cardiff Bay £499,950

EPC = E

Woodland Lane, Leckwith £799,950

EPC = D
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EPC = D

Llanbadoc,  
Usk

£3,250,000

One of the Usk Valley’s finest homes  

in undoubtedly a truly inspirational  

setting. Accessed via a magnificent  

tree-lined approach with circa 17 acres  

of professionally planned gardens,  

private lake, swimming pool and pool 

house, all possessing outstanding 

panoramic views over the renowned valley. 

The six double bedroom main residence is believed to date back 

to the Victorian era and it is situated in the centre of the manicured 

grounds to take full advantage of the beautiful surroundings and the 

panoramic views across the valley.

 It should be noted the main house has recently been extended and 

undergone an extensive renovation programme in order to provide 

the classic features of a period property with the high expectations 

of a modern family. Within the grounds there’s an additional three 

bedroom detached coach house which itself offers modern and 

spacious living accommodation. The Coach House could be utilised 

in a number of ways to suit the needs of the new owner. It could 

be for multi generation living, staff quarters, an office and business 

centre, or it could be converted to make a large multi vehicle garage 

block. Close to the house is a very well maintained stable block 

with six stables and a tack room. With this in mind the top meadow 

could easily be made into a paddock for several horses or ponies. 

Again, for recreation there is a superb swimming pool adjacent to 

the house with it’s own pool house which boasts a kitchen area and 

a shower room. The pool house is used occasionally as additional 

guest accommodation.
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EPC = D

Hillersland,  
Coleford

£925,000

An opportunity to acquire a large family home with a holiday 

business that has been nurtured and expanded by the present 

owners who are now looking forward to retirement. The 

property in total covers just under two acres of formal gardens 

and paddock and enjoys outstanding views across open 

countryside towards the Malvern Hills. The property is situated 

in the hamlet of Hillersland, an area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty close to Symonds Yat and the Wye River.

The family accommodation to the ground floor briefly 

comprises an entrance hall, an ‘L’ shaped lounge, a separate 

dining room, a sitting room, a refitted kitchen, study and a 

downstairs wc. 
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EPC = E

The Narth,  
Monmouth

£595,000

Approached via a private lane, this four double bedroom family 

home sits on a plot of just under an acre in a rural location, 

overlooking fields and woodland within the Wye Valley which has 

been designated as an ‘Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty’. The 

property has been extended over the years but was originally a 

stone built cottage dating back to the mid 1800’s and the original 

stone walls are exposed internally to a number of the rooms and 

externally to the rear. The present owners, who have lived there 

for nearly 20 years, have made improvements to the house in 

order to provide a spacious modern home yet retaining a lot of the 

original character. 
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EPC = C

The Alders, Llanyravon,  
Cwmbran

£565,000

Offered for sale for the first time, and with no onward chain, an 

outstanding and award nominated Eco house which provides 

exceptional family sized accommodation and features a 

leisure/pool complex. Built by the present owners, a lot of 

consideration has gone into this beautifully presented home in 

order to reduce it’s carbon footprint and to increase it’s overall 

efficiency to provide much reduced running costs for such a 

large property. No expense was spared and a great deal of 

thought was put into the design and construction to make this 

a home for the 21st century.
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• Large and versatile chalet style bungalow 

• Six bedrooms and three bathrooms 

• Four well proportioned reception rooms 

• Standing on a large plot of approx 1 acre 

EPC = C£450,000 EPC = D

• Stunning 4 bed converted church

• 78ft lounge/sitting room/family room

• Two magnificent atrium style ceilings

• Bespoke Kitchen with stylish appliance

EPC = D• Period detached character cottage 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• Country style kitchen/dining room 

• Sitting in a plot of approximately 1 acre 

• Idyllic edge of forest location 

• Orchard, vegetable plots, rose garden

EPC = E

The Hudnalls, St. Briavels Waterloo Place, Nr Rudry Viaduct Close, Bassaleg

£885,000

• 9 Acres (stsm) of gardens, orchards  

and woodland 

• Full size tennis court 

• Chalet style detached house 

• Flexible accommodation over 3 floors 

• Large detached garage with potential  

to convert

EPC = D £425,000

• Detached family home 

• 5 Bedrooms with 2 en-suites 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• 4 Car driveway and double garage 

• South facing garden 

• River views to the front 

Barn Hill, Broadwell, Coleford £475,000 Crumlin Road, Crumlin £385,000
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• Breathtaking country views  

• Stylish fitted kitchen/breakfast room 

• Nearby links onto the M4 

• An individual detached five bedroom 

cottage style property

• Excellent school catchments for both 

secondary and primary children

• Idyllic setting with fabulous view 

• 4 Bedroom 

• Heat exchange system 

• Rental potential 

• New Kitchen Electric 

• Entrance gates

Whitchurch, Ross-On-Wye Church Lane, Coedkernew Parkwood Close, Caerleon

£600,000

• Impressive Grade II listed Georgian 

property Centrally located in the village

• Currently used as a successful holiday 

let, sleeping 22 people 

• Offered with no onward chain 

• Seven bedroom, six with  

en suite bathrooms 

• Disabled friendly with a potential 

downstairs bedroom and existing  

ground floor wet room

EPC = D £395,000 EPC = TBC £465,000

• Fantastic 5/6 bedroom family home

• Well-presented three storey  

detached property

• Highly sought after location

• Stunning views to the rear

• Driveway and double garage

EPC = D

Severn Quay, Chepstow From £190,000 Station House, Tintern, Chepstow £525,000

EPC = D
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• New waterfront development on the River Wye

• Luxury riverside apartments

• Spacious townhouses

• Engaging mews houses

• Great transport connections

• Breath-taking and desirable location

Delivering a distinctive service  
for distinctive homes
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• Stunning, executive residence 

• Approximately 1 acre plot

•  Kitchen/breakfast room with Aga 

• 4 Double bedrooms plus 1st floor sitting/study room 

• Bathroom, en-suite & cloak room 

• Parking for 8 cars

Tintern Heights, Catbrook Fields Park Avenue, Newport Allt Yr Yn Road, Newport

£575,000

• Immaculately presented executive 

detached residence 

• 3/4 of an acre plot 

• Village location 

• Refurbished by current owners 

• Private garden with raised decked terrace 

• Double garage 

• Parking for 6 cars

EPC = E £425,000

• 5 Bedroom semi detached 

• Period property stylish throughout 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• Beautiful fitted kitchen 

• Amdega conservatory 

• Master bedroom with feature en-suite

EPC = E £399,000

• Extended and detached family home 

• Outstanding views 

• 4 Bedrooms 

• High quality kitchen/breakfast room 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• Summer house and large deck

EPC = D

Tintern Heights, Catbrook £639,000

EPC = E

Coed Y Caerau Lane, Langstone £1,795,000
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• Featured on Channel 4’s ‘Grand Designs’ 

• Grade ll Listed 1720’s Hunting Lodge with tower 

Sympathetically restored 

• 24 Acres of woodland, paddocks, gardens and grounds 

• Pool house & stables

EPC = E

SALE
AG

REED

77

Delivering a distinctive service  
for distinctive homes



• Semi rural setting

• Probably one of the best views in Abergavenny 

• Large garden (approx 1 acre) 

• Tranquil outhouse 

• Parking and driveway 

• Vegetable plots

Cornford Close, Osbaston Dixton Close, Monmouth Mitchel Troy, Monmouth

£375,000

• Detached four bedroom home 

• Far reaching views to the Black Mountains 

• Three reception rooms 

• Recently refurbished shower room 

• Dining kitchen with separate utility room 

• Garage with driveway providing off road 

parking for 2-3 vehicles

• Established landscaped garden

EPC = C £350,000

• Offered with no onward chain 

• Stunning fitted kitchen with double oven 

• Four double bedrooms (master en suite) 

• Bi-Fold doors from the living room 

leading on to the garden 

• Downstairs shower room 

• Popular Location within close proximity of 

the town centre 

• Fully modernised throughout

EPC = C £499,000

• Extended and refurbished cottage 

• Contemporary style kitchen

• 2 Reception rooms 

• Stunning views across to the  

Brecon Beacons 

• Sought after area - approximately  

4 miles from Monmnouth 

• Double detached garage 

• Ample parking

EPC = E

Llanellen, Abergavenny £450,000

EPC = F

Merthyr Road, Abergavenny From £366,500
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• New build development

• Detached Executive homes

• Exceptional specification 

• Stunning kitchen/dining /family room 

• 2 Reception rooms 

• En-suite to master bedroom 

EPC = TBC

Delivering a distinctive service  
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• Detached three double bedroom  

barn conversion

• 19 ft stunning kitchen and breakfast room

• Two luxury bathrooms

• Idyllic rural location with charming views

• Extended character cottage 

• Stunning elevated position 

• 2 Receptions 

• Handmade kitchen 

• 4 Bedrooms/2 en-suites 

• 0.75 Acre landscaped garden

EPC = D• Contemporary detached house 

• Versatile living arrangements 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• Plot of approximately 0.7 of an acre 

• Garage/workshop/storage room 

• Potential to convert Garage (STPP)

EPC = F

Tower View, Monmouth Bluebell Court, Ty Canol Pentre Lane, Llantarnam

£400,000

• Walking distance to the town centre 

• Garage and bloc paved driveway 

• Immaculately presented accommodation 

• Four bedrooms (one en suite) 

• Large rear garden with patio area 

• Quiet end of cul de sac location 

• Annexe providing additional 

accommodation

EPC = C £420,000

• 5 Bedroom detached family home 

• Generous plot size in elevated position 

• 3 Large reception rooms 

• Kitchen with integrated appliances 

• Integral garage south 

• Westerly facing garden

EPC = D £445,000 EPC = F

Penallt, Monmouth £500,000 Misty Cottage, Llandogo £420,000
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EPC = E

The Cot, Talygarn, 
Pontyclun

£1,100,000

The Cot offers a unique opportunity to 

acquire a circa 55 acre mini country estate 

situated on the north western fringes of the 

Vale of Glamorgan. 

The Cot’s origins date back to Victorian times, built for the  

game keeper to Talygarn Manor. Today the property offers family 

accommodation with two/three bedrooms, three/four reception 

rooms set in landscaped country gardens. There are excellent 

equestrian facilities with a purpose built four stable yard,  

outdoor manège, about 12 acres of well managed grazing in 

three paddocks.

The property is situated in its own unique secluded woodland 

environment, a conservation area. There are private walking/

riding tracks through well managed award winning woodland, an 

eight acre lake and a Grade II listed well. 

Peacefully situated on the fringes of the Vale of Glamorgan within 

easy reach of the major conurbations the property is a perfect 

rural retreat, an opportunity seldom found to acquire a part of 

Glamorgan Heritage. 
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• Stunning 7 Bedroom contemporary country property 

• 6 Reception rooms 

• 45ft Reception hall with vaulted ceiling 

• Original features including exposed stone walls  

and inglenook fireplace 

• Set in 13 acres Viewing is highly recommended

Penycoedcae Road, 
Penycoedcae, Pontypridd

Rock Cottages, Graigwen, 
Pontypridd

Darren Ddu Road,  
Ynysybwl, Pontypridd

£650,000

• A detached house set in about 14.5 acres 

• 3 double bedrooms 

• Elevated far reaching views 

• 13 stables in three blocks 

• Well managed paddocks 

• Planning permission to extend the house

EPC = D £325,000

• Detached three double bedroom cottage 

• Magnificent panoramic views 

• 24 ft lounge

• 14 Ft kitchen breakfast room 

• Formal dining room. Study

• Utility room two bathrooms. 

• Private parking 

• Woodland & grotto

EPC = D £425,000

• 5 bedroomed detached family house 

• 3 reception rooms 

• Kitchen/dining room 

• Set on elevated plot with  

panoramic views 

• Versatile family accommodation

EPC = D

Heol Creigiau, Efail Isaf £699,950 Castellau, Llantrisant £849,950

EPC = E
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• Eight bedroom residence

• Stunning new 22ft kitchen

• 32ft lounge with Inglenook fireplace

• 27ft sitting room

• Four bathrooms

• 4625 square feet

EPC = C

Delivering a distinctive service  
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• A fully heated indoor swimming pool with sauna

• A unique detached double fronted five bedroom modern residence 

• A detached quality built five loose box stable block and a  

0.7 acre paddock 

• Gated entrance drive

EPC = D • Generous and flexible accommodation 

• Six bedrooms (bedroom 6 is currently a study) 

• A lounge with a wood burner 

• A family room, a dining room and a kitchen/breakfast room 

• Well proprtioned front and rear gardens with parking for 

several vehicles

Pencoed Avenue, Pontypridd Nile Road, Tonypandy The Avenue, Merthyr Tydfil

£325,000

• Unique split level design detached  

family house 

• 4 bedrooms with one en suite shower room 

• 3 reception rooms 

• South facing panoramic views 

• Versatile living space

EPC = D £398,500

• Impeccably presented 4 bedroom 

family house with a self contained one 

bedroom annexe 

• 3 reception rooms all with a south  

facing aspect 

• Luxury kitchen/breakfast room 

• En suite to principal bedroom 

• Elevated panoramic views 

• Landscaped garden

EPC = E £325,000

• Impressive period detached residence

• Four Bedrooms 

• Two Bathrooms 

• Four Reception Rooms 

• Loft Suite 

• Renovated to a very high standard

EPC = D 

Dynea Lane, Rhydyfelin £530,000 Cowbridge Road, Talygarn £635,000

EPC = D
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EPC = TBC

Heol Adam, Gelligaer,  
Hengoed

£725,000

Being sold due to the retirement of the present owners after 

many years, the property could be purchased either as a 

going concern or it could be used for many uses subject to the 

necessary planning consents being obtained. The property 

might also be of interest to buyers with an equestrian interest 

as the farmhouse comes with a 4.5 acre (approx.) field and 

outbuildings that could easily be converted to stables.

The farmhouse, which dates back to the 19th century, offers 

a modern and comfortable living standard, having been 

extensively updated over the years.
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• Development potential for apartments 

• Could possibly provide 18 to 26, 1 and 2 bed apartments

• Approximately 1 acre plot 

• Two large work shop areas and reception 

• Extensive parking

EPC = E

• Unique Eight bedroom detached residence

• Magnificent panoramic country views. 21 ft sun lounge

• 22 ft sittingroom. formal dining room. Separate family room

• Quality Kitchen & breakfast room. Two impressive bathrooms

• Five bedroom detached property

• Set within generous size mature grounds

• Four reception rooms

• Finished to a high standard throughout

• Wonderful rural location. Five bedrooms

• Five living rooms. Four bathrooms

• Large and lovely gardens

• Detached stables

• Out door swimming pool 

• Easy driving distance to Thornhill 

Penallta Road, Ystrad Mynach

Old Bedwas Road, Porset, Caerphilly

£ 595,000

£550,000

EPC = TBC

Thornhill, Caerphilly, Nr Cardiff

Cilgerran Way, Grove Park

£560,000

£459,950

EPC = E

EPC = C
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EPC = F

Castle Upon Alun,  
Vale Of Glamorgan

£1,650,000

Castle upon Alun House is set in a 

peaceful and private location in the 

hamlet of Castle Upon Alun, a picturesque 

part of the Vale of Glamorgan. The village 

of St Brides Major is a short drive  

away. The Glamorgan Heritage Coast  

is also close by with beaches at  

Ogmore-by-Sea and Dunraven Bay, 

Southerndown. Good road connections 

provide quick access to neighbouring 

towns and cities including Bridgend, the 

renowned Vale of Glamorgan market town 

of Cowbridge is about 8 miles to the east 

and the city of Cardiff about 20 miles with 

good connections to the M4 motorway, 

the Severn Bridge and beyond. 

Castle upon Alun House is a spectacular seven bedroom, Grade 

II listed country house set in exceptional gardens, re-planned and 

landscaped in 1998 together with a detached Bothy, swimming pool 

and tennis court. The grounds extend to approximately 7.5 acres. 

The elegant accommodation offers five reception rooms, a 

bespoke kitchen and large ancilliary rooms. The principal 

reception rooms have a south facing aspect over the formal 

gardens. There are six bedrooms and five bathrooms on the first 

floor and a suite of rooms on the second floor with a bathroom. 

Further land and buildings are available by separate negotiation. 
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EPC = D

The Paddock, Hensol,
The Vale

£1,250,000

Occupying an idyllic position, set back 

within a private select hamlet comprising 

just four distinctive houses of character. 

This charming detached stone built 

Barn conversion has been extensively 

renovated and modernised to a very 

high specification and commands a truly 

picturesque position fronting its own 

paddock, approximately 2/3 of an acre, 

with lawned surrounding gardens and a 

secluded courtyard with stone walls and a 

private sun terrace. 
 

The property consists of two barns, both having been 

sympathetically converted. There are a total of six bedrooms 

with four in the main barn and two in what is currently used as a 

leisure complex but could equally be used as a “granny annex” 

or additional guest accommodation as it also includes a separate 

shower room/WC. The location would be ideal for those looking 

for tranquillity yet with a range of available leisure facilities as the 

property lies adjacent to the 4 star Vale Resort and golf complex 

where you can find a full leisure complex, two golf courses including 

the “Wales National” championship course as well as a variety of 

restaurants/bars and other facilities. 

This magnificent Barn conversion retains considerable character 

with many charming features including three log burners, all 

supplied and fitted by Topstak, a highly renowned firm based in 

Cowbridge. It also includes solid oak floors, solid hardwood sealed 

double glazed windows with oak sills, traditional panel internal 

doors with brass door furniture, pine wood door architraves and 

skirtings, oak floors throughout the first floor, high atrium style 

ceilings with natural exposed beam ceilings, two pretty Juliet 

balconies with inner opening french doors in oak frames, under floor 

heating within the master bedroom ensuite and the family bathroom, 

full CCTV System which records to a hard drive and over writes 

every 30 days and a full burglar alarm with each barn covered by its 

own system. 
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• Well presented 4 bedroom detached property 

• Large kitchen/dining room 

• Sitting room with stone feature fire place 

• Conservatory leading to large garden

• 5 bedroom country residence 

• Lounge, dining room, kitchen-breakfast room, utility room, 

• Five bedrooms, two of which are ensuite

• Large driveway with double garage

• A highly versatile modern detached family house 

• Principal self-contained bedroom suite with en suite bathroom, 

dressing room and kitchenette 

• 5 bedrooms

• 4/5 reception rooms 

• Large kitchen/Dining room

• Detached family sized bungalow

• Four bedrooms. Two Bathrooms

• Kitchen / Dining Room Lounge 

• Large Plot, garage, out buildings 

• Multiple off road parking

Boverton Road, Boverton

Llanmaes, Llantwit Major

£399,950

£475,000

EPC = D

Boverton Road, Llantwit Major

Orchard House, St. Donats

£450,000

£585,000

EPC = D

EPC = E

EPC = F
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• Five/Six bedrooms 

• Four en-suite bathrooms 

• Four/five reception rooms 

• Extensive level gardens of approx 1 acre 

• Garden room overlooking south facing courtyard 

• Self contained annexe 

EPC = D

• Five reception rooms Four bedrooms 

• Large private drive providing ample parking 

• Mature well tended gardens, swimming pool 

• Woodland backdrop In about 1.4 acres

• 4 bedroom extended detached family home 

• Three reception rooms, kitchen / breakfast room

• Convervatory opening to mature gardens 

• Quite location in a sought after village

• Versatile four bedroom detached bungalow 

• Attractive coastal village location opposite Church and Village Hall 

• 2 bedrooms on the ground floor and two on the first floor 

• Large Kitchen/Breakfast room 

• Contemporary bathroom suites 

• Large south/south east facing rear garden

Flemingston, Near Cowbridge

Prisk Road, Maendy, Cowbridge

£650,000

£465,000

EPC = D

Church Road, Wick, Nr Cowbridge

Tair Onen, Cowbridge

£335,000

£500,000

EPC = D
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EPC = TBC

Abbey Road,
Corntown

£795,000

Originally dating back to the 1750s, Mill Farm House is 

a characterful stone-built farmhouse which has been 

sympathetically modernised by the current owners. It is 

situated in the heart of the village but enjoys privacy through a 

walled courtyard garden to the front and an enclosed garden 

onto open fields and river to the rear; the property has riparian 

fishing rights on the river Ewenny. The front gate opens on to 

historic Abbey Road, leading to the 12th century Priory and 

river walks and public footpaths. The new architect-designed 

double extension fills the house with natural light and allows 

for highly flexible accommodation perfect for family life, 

entertaining and home working. Ample storage has been  

built in throughout.
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• A charming detached three bedroom country cottage

• Outstanding panoramic views across Vale of Glamorgan 

meadows to the Bristol Channel 

• Potential for extending the property to a four bedroom family home

EPC = E

• Substantial Stone Built character Barn Conversion  

set in about 2 acres 

• 6 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms

• 3 reception rooms, kitchen/breakfast room, conservatory 

• Private circular drive with extensive parking.

• Mature garden orchard with stone wall boundaries

• 3 bedrooms principal with en suite bathroom

• 2 large reception rooms

• Well appointed kitchen

• Large gardens

• Double garage

• Private drive

Wick Road, Ewenny £420,000

EPC = F

St Mary’s Hill, Nr Cowbridge £760,000

EPC = F

• Beautifully presented detached residence

• Three reception rooms, Modern fitted kitchen / breakfast room

• Four bedrooms with en-suite to bedroom one

• Family bathroom. Garage and driveway

Tair Croes, Ewenny £425,000 Corntown, Nr Cowbridge £435,000

EPC = C
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• Four bedrooms & five receptions 

• Detached family home with views across fields toward Rest Bay

• Conservatory & first floor sitting room

• Gated driveway & landscaped gardens

EPC = D• Traditional Semi Detached Property

• Three Receptions- Two Bathrooms 

• Five Bedrooms - Games Room - Study Enclosed Gardens

• Partial Sea Views Gated Driveway - Garage

• Detached four bedroom house with stunning views

• Magnificent indoor swimming pool

• 17Ft kitchen. 19Ft lounge. 21Ft Dining Room

• 42Ft x 31Ft pool room

• 19Ft luxury family bathroom. Stunning 15Ft ensuite bathroom 

• Conservatory. Landscaped rear gardens.

Lougher Gardens, Porthcawl £415,000

EPC = F

Glynogwr, Blackmill, Bridgend

West Road, Nottage

£535,000

£525,000

EPC = D
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• Coastal location with spectacular sea views 

• 5 double bedrooms 

• 3 reception rooms plus garden room 

• Double garage 

Somerset View, Ogmore-By-Sea £465,000

EPC = D

Delivering a distinctive service  
for distinctive homes
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• Two bedroom ground floor apartment adjacent  

to seafront

• Character home

• Enclosed rear garden

• Viewing is essential to appreciate the high standard of  

this property

• Unique four bedroom bespoke detached homes

•  Adjacent to an 88 acre nature reserve, becoming your  

own back garden 

• Stunning properties are being built to  

uncompromising standards

Naturally Woodlands, Brynna £464,950

EPC = TBC

Lougher Gardens, Porthcawl £330,000

EPC = C
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West Road, Nottage Village Westward Ho, Porthcawl Mole End, Brynmenyn

£384,950

• Versatile Flexible Accommodation 

• Located in Nottage Village 

• Four Reception Rooms

• Four Double Bedrooms

• Bathroom

• En-Suite

• Ground Floor Shower Room

EPC = E £325,000

• First floor apartment 

• Sought after seafront location 

• Balcony with coastal views 

• Three bedrooms

• Off road parking

EPC = D £450,000

• Former game-keepers cottage and barn

• Four double bedrooms

• Two bathrooms 

• Secluded private location

• Characterful features

EPC = D
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EPC = F

Gower Road,  
Upper Killay

£595,000

Outstanding detached home located at the entrance of the 

Gower Peninsula with its award winning Gower beaches.  

A lovely swimming pool and outbuilding (currently utilised as 

an office space) complete this property. The accommodation 

comprises: Entrance porch, hallway, three reception rooms, 

kitchen/breakfast room, rear hall leading to the garden and WC. 

First floor landing: Four double bedrooms and bathroom with 

four piece suite and Versace tiling. The outbuilding contains 

three separate office rooms and two cloakrooms, this could be 

utilised for a variety of uses. There is a driveway to the front 

with ample space for several cars. The rear garden is made 

up off three areas including a decked seating area, pool and 

lawned garden. Viewing is highly recommended to appreciate 

the superb condition and size of the accommodation. 
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• A fine Edwardian bay fronted Gentleman’s residence 

• Set in about one acre of landscaped gardens 

• Five bedrooms 2 bathrooms 

• Four reception rooms, kitchen, lobby, vestibule 

• Self contained annexe 

• Double garage with first floor workshop

• Spacious 5 bed detached family home 

• Set within a small gated development 

• Excellent views over the Uplands area and partial sea views 

• Convenient for the popular village of Uplands with its  

bars and restaurants 

• Outstanding kitchen/family room overlooking the rear garden  

Dylans View, Uplands, Swansea £450,000

EPC = C

Colonel Road, Betws £529,950

EPC = D
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The Beeches Close, Sketty Gower Road, Sketty Black Lion Road, Gorslas

£525,000

• Four double bedrooms 

• Easy access to Singleton Hospital and 

Swansea University 

• Nestled in private grounds which is 

protected by mature trees

• Driveway for several vehicles and leads 

to an attached garage 

EPC = F £395,000

• Spacious detached family home 

• Conveniently positioned for Sketty Sq 

and Singleton Hospital

• Six bedrooms Superb sea views  

from upper levels 

• Garage an driveway

EPC = F £388,000

• Immaculately presented 4 bedroom 

detached bungalow

• Set in about 3 acres

• Large Living Room with a triple aspect

• Detached double garage with a hobby 

room and workshop

• Very large basement

EPC = E
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• An impeccably well-presented six bedroom family house

• 3 reception rooms

• Very large open plan kitchen/dining/living room

• Landscaped gardens

• Garage and parking for several cars

• Views across woodland to the Loughor Estuary

• Detached, spacious bungalow

• Three double bedrooms

• En-suite and family bathroom

• Sea Views

• Approximately a third of an acre

The Orchard, Leason, Gower £475,000

EPC = E

Aber Llwchwr, Llangennech £475,000

EPC = C
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Culfor Road, Loughor St Annes, Mumbles Hillcrest, Llanmadoc

£625,000

• Five bedrooms 

• 12 Acres of land 

• Heated outdoor swimming pool 

• Separate barn conversion

• Unique characteristic farm house

• Traditional beamed ceilings, spiral 

staircase and feature stone fireplace

• Two industrial units with light industrial 

planning consent

EPC = E £345,000

• Two double bedrooms 

• En suite open plan living area 

• High quality finish 

• Allocated parking

• Solid wood flooring

• Granite work tops

• Communal garden with shrubs and  

a lovely patio space

EPC = C £499,950

• Detached house with magnificent views

• Original features

• Formal gardens and large kitchen garden

• Garage and stores

• Three bedrooms

• Three reception rooms

• Conservatory

EPC = F

Delivering a distinctive service  
for distinctive homes
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Albany Road 
02920 462 246  

Barry 
01446 733 224  

Blackwood 
01495 231 199

Bridgend 
01656 657 201  

Caerphilly  
02920 867 611  

Canton 
02920 397 171  

Cowbridge 
01446 772 857

Cwmbran
01633 484855

Dinas Powys
02920 513151  

Gorseinon 
01792 894 422  

Heath 
02920 231 670  

Llanishen 
02920 618 552

Maesteg
01656 736136

Marina Quay
01792 463780 

Merthyr Tydfil
01685 722223 

Monmouth 
01600 714 355

Morriston
01792 798201 

Neath
01639 635115  

Newport 
01633 221 892  

Penarth 
02920 703 799

Pontypridd
  01443 485 600

Porthcawl 
01656 771 600  

Rumney 
02920 792 888  

Swansea 
01792 641 481  

Talbot Green 
01443 222 851

Victoria Park 
02920 397 077  

Whitchurch 
02920 612 328

www.pablack.co.uk

If you would like to discuss our services further,  

or would like to arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal  

then please email distinctive@pablack.co.uk or call 0845 3402911



Delivering distinctive service  

for distinctive homes

www.pablack.co.uk 


