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Country Life Winkworth Winter Review 2014

Country retreat in Stanton St John, 
Oxfordshire, priced at £1.495 million through 
Winkworth Oxford (telephone 01865 511333) 

Best buy Dating back to about 1700, this charming six-bedroom cottage in Pewsey, 
Wiltshire, is on the market for £595,000 through Winkworth Ramsbury (01672 552777)

Contributing editors: Carla Passino, 
Holly Kirkwood, Roderick Easdale
Art editor: Patrick Morrissey
Sub-editor: Jane Watkins
Editor-in-chief: Mark Hedges 
Advertising: Nick Poulton  
(020–3148 4232)
COUNTRY LIFE is the iconic, weekly 
magazine of the countryside, with the 
best in property both at home and 
abroad. To subscribe, telephone  
0845 123 1231 www.countrylife.co.uk

A FTER six months of mad growth, the 
London property market has finally 
calmed down—just when the country 
is beginning to pick up. In the capital, 

buyers have become more cautious and this has 
led to more sustainable levels of activity, which 
are likely to remain level next year (p6). At the 
same time, many London property owners have 
realised that the heady growth in values the 
capital experienced in the past few years means they 
can now buy a good-sized house in the country. 
This is fuelling demand for at the lower end of the 
country-house market, particularly in the com-
muter belt within up to an hour’s journey from the 
city (p42). There’s no doubt that good transport 
links play an increasingly important role in shap-
ing the market. In town, areas touched by Crossrail, 
such as Clerkenwell, are seeing a particular 

increase in interest. And in the country, Wink- 
worth’s CEO, Dominic Agace, tips locations 
such as Weybridge, which have frequent, fast 
connections into London, as the markets to 
watch in the near future (p4). 

Another interesting trend this year has been 
the return of the second-home buyer. A drop in prices 
across many traditional Eurozone destinations, 
coupled with a favourable exchange rate, has 
revived British appetite for properties in France, 
Portugal, Italy and Spain, among others (p70). 

It’s a perfect opportunity to invest in a winter 
sunshine escape, but if you’d rather stay in 
Britain, the time is ripe to head to the regions. 
With woods and meadows alive with robins, 
redwings and the marvels of the cold season 
(p54), a house in the country has never looked 
more appealing.

Country-house market

‘Next year is likely to be 
slightly cool, but in 2016, 
we’ll be really motoring’

page 42

International market

‘When it comes to 
second homes across 

Europe, you’re in  
a buyer’s market’

page 70
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Dominic Agace, Winkworth’s CEO, tells  
Roderick Easdale why this an excellent moment to make 

a move to the country

Time to buy

SUBTLE changes are afoot in the 
property market: ‘Some of the zest 
has come off, particularly in London,’ 
says Dominic Agace, Winkworth’s 

CEO. ‘We are seeing the market rebalanc-
ing at below the first half of this year, but 
above last year, both in terms of trans-
actions and prices.’

In London, all the price growth for this year 
had taken place by August. By contrast, 
says Mr Agace, ‘the country market is  
seeing a steadier improvement, because it 
didn’t have the exuberance of the first half 
of the year that London faced. So far, prices 
in the country are 5% up on last year and 
transactions have continued to increase.’

Areas such as the London commuter belt 
are ripe for further rises and currently offer 
a great opportunity to buyers. ‘Places such 
as Weybridge—where people have been 
moving out to but which have not seen 
much price growth in the past four years—
offer the best value,’ continues Mr Agace, 
who predicts that these locations will see 
the fastest growth in the next 12 months. 

Another region to watch, in his opinion, 

is the West Country, particularly Devon and 
Cornwall. Property there hadn’t been mov-
ing for quite a while, but, now, ‘our Exeter 
office’s business is improving rapidly and 
prices in the region are turning upwards’.

He explains that, these days, the UK is 
seeing three different property markets: 
prime London, greater London and the regions. 
‘Prime London is related to Hong Kong and 
New York and these cities have the same 
issues—foreign money has been driving these 
house prices over and above local affordability.’

In greater London, prices have also gone 
up, although not nearly to the extent that 
they have in central London. Some of this 
movement is a by-product of what’s hap-
pening in the prime areas of the capital: 
‘For example, people selling a two-bedroom 
flat in Notting Hill for £2 million are using 
this money to buy in Shepherd’s Bush or 
Crouch End.’ However, Mr Agace adds, 
London’s annual price growth will be slower 
than it has been in the last four years. 

By contrast, the country market hasn’t seen 
price growth outstripping affordability—
values in the country are about the same  

as they were in 2007 and look increasingly 
tempting to Londoners. Plus, as the broader 
economy improves, so will the broader 
housing market in the south of the country.

Looking at all these factors, Mr Agace 
believes that the months from now up until 
next June are a great time to make a move. 

The house market

Best buy Richmond Hill, Richmond. Backing onto Richmond Park, this double-
fronted, five-bedroom house boasts a double garage and an indoor swimming pool and 
is perfect for entertaining. £6.5 million (020–8940 9986)

Best buy Priced at £895,000, this 
Grade II-listed cottage in Exton, Hampshire, 
combines traditional character with 
beautiful garden views (01730 267274)
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There will be limited price growth and more 
properties available. ‘Up until now, there 
has been limited supply, so it’s been diffi-
cult for buyers to find that property they 
really loved and, if they did, there was often 
competition for it. But this is changing:  
it’s becoming easier to buy because there is 
more chance of finding what you want—and 
there will be less fierce competition for it.’

Even the widely expected rise in interest 
rates is unlikely to have a significant effect. 
Mr Agace believes that the Bank of England 
is set to manage a slow increase, rather 
than a dramatic one. Moreover, he adds:  
‘I think this has already been priced into 
the market. It’s cheaper now to get a two-  
or three-year fixed-rate mortgage with  
a 75% loan-to-value than it was in January, 
so people can still be locked in for the next 
three years on an affordable basis, if they 
choose to be.’

Now is also be a good time to sell because 
the current supply levels mean ‘you can  
get on with your next purchase,’ although, 

Mr Agace cautions, ‘if you have to sell to 
buy, you also need to recognise that there 
isn’t the same enthusiasm as there was in 
January or February. Your agent will have 
to work harder, you won’t get the same 
flood of potential buyers and you’ll have to 
be realistic about pricing if you want to 
generate interest.’

The attractive combination of good supply, 
small price rises and affordable financing 
will encourage sales until the general elect-
ion. At that point, says Mr Agace, there will 
invariably be a lull caused by the political 
uncertainty and, in particular, by concerns 
over the ‘mansion tax’ proposals. However, 
he argues: ‘My belief is that is that govern-
ments of whatever party have always 
understood the value of housing, which is 
half the net wealth of the UK, and have 
managed it delicately—because the reper-
cussions of doing otherwise mean that they 
will not get re-elected.’

Looking further ahead, he believes that 
the UK will see a long-term move towards 
renting because fewer people will be able 
to buy, particularly in the capital. ‘There 
aren’t enough properties being built, so 
supply cannot keep up with increasing 
demand,’ he advises. ‘In London, there just 
isn’t enough accommodation for those who 
want to move there, which will drive up 
house prices and rents. The problem is that 
capital values are moving onwards and  
it’s hard to see a scenario whereby they  
will come back to the extent where they will 
improve affordability for people.’

That’s also why he thinks London offers 
the best potential for long-term capital 
appreciation. ‘It is hard to argue against 
London. It generates jobs and is a fashion-
able international city. That appeal is going 
to stay and there just isn’t enough supply 
to meet the demand.’ That said, he notes, 
as transport links open up access, they cre-
ate other potential growth areas. ‘For 
example, the journey from Weybridge into 
London is 45 minutes, which is about the 
same time as it would take you to get from 
Tooting to the City, so these commuter 
areas will see an increase in demand.’ 

Best buy St George’s Hill, Surrey. This 
five-bedroom house offers the best of con-
temporary living, including a pool and a cinema 
room. £8.95 million (01932 854400)

Best buy 
Belsize Park, 
London NW3. 
Currently arranged 
as three separate 
units, this house 
offers the amazing 
potential to create 
a striking seven-
bedroom family 
home in this 
desirable area. 
£6.75 million 
(020– 7586 7001)
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London

OVER the past four years, the white- 
hot market that started in prime 
central London and filtered all the 
way down through residential 

areas such as Kennington and Richmond 
(and taking in many less desirable post-
codes along the way), produced some quite 
extraordinary price growth, particularly in 
comparison with the rest of the country.

Average house prices rose by as much as 
25% year-on-year in the past 12 months alone, 
creating not only an unprecedented gap 
with the country market, but also a feeling 
that this growth wasn’t sustainable. Many 
worried that this would lead to an overheated 
market—and possibly a crash—but, now, 
thankfully, a slight cooling has restored 
some normality for the end of the year.

According to Winkworth, after a frantic first 
six months, which saw many properties 
going under offer in 24 hours and often 
under competition, the summer slowed up 
across the board in the capital, as buyers 
began to exercise more caution. For sellers, 
the message now is that realistic pricing 
will generate the best sales: agents main-
tain that clients won’t even visit properties 
they consider to be overpriced.

The mood is optimistic and London offices 
are anticipating a level market for 2015. But 
what’s the picture in some key areas across 
the capital? 

For sellers it was a fairytale, for buyers it was a nightmare 
and for those doing both, it was a rollercoaster, but, finally, 

price growth in London is slowing to a sustainable level

Back to reality

West End
Covering Mayfair, Marylebone, Covent Gar-
den, Soho, Fitzrovia and Clerkenwell, the West 
End office is a honeypot for overseas invest- 
ment (more than 50% of its registered buy-
ers are from overseas) as well as those 
buying to rent out to students or for family 
members studying in London.

‘Transactions have been around the same 
level as they were last year, with a good deal 
of activity around buy-to-let in Bloomsbury,’ 
according to West End office Director Charles 
Peerless. Prices in Mayfair are driven almost 
completely by high-net-worth individuals 
from the Far East and CIS countries and 
remain at about £5,000 per square foot. 
Other prices currently sit at about £1,300–
£1,400 per square foot in the West End, 
£1,650–£1,700 in Marylebone and £1,000–
£1,200 in Clerkenwell.

Indeed, demand for Clerkenwell goes 
from strength-to-strength every year, says 
Mr Peerless, and quality period properties 
around Middleton Square and Percy Circus 
generate very strong interest because of 
their fantastic central location. The pro-
gress of Crossrail also stimulates demand; 
by 2018, for instance, Farringdon will be 
the only station to link to both Heathrow and 
Gatwick.

Further west, Marylebone appeals to those 

in their forties with a principal house in the 
country who are looking for a pied-à-terre 
in London. These buyers are attracted to 
the pretty mansion-block properties, which 
are well-cared for and have a porter.

Fulham, Parsons Green, 
Hammersmith  

and Brook Green
As well as servicing many European buyers, 
the Fulham and Parsons Green and the 
Hammersmith and Brook Green offices still 
garner a significant portion of business 
from Britons working in finance and law. 

‘First-time buyers, helped out by a deposit 
from mum and dad, tend to look for two-
bedroom flats near to transport links, 
whereas buyers with young families have 
their main property in Gloucestershire or 
Warwickshire and are looking for the best 
run in and out of town along the A40,’  
says Winkworth Fulham’s Head of Sales 
James Weston.

There’s a huge range of choice for buyers 
around these west London streets, from 
well-built period or new-build one-bedroom 

Best buy Hammersmith W6. This 
Victorian family home sits towards 
the northern end of Hammersmith 
Grove.  £2.75 million (020-7371 4466)

Best buy Hanover Gardens SE11. Located in the up-and-coming Oval in 
one of south London’s premier garden squares, this charming Grade II-listed, 
Georgian house has three bedrooms. £1.425 million (020–7587 0600)
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flats from £400,000 all the way up to period 
town houses that fetch between £1.25 million 
and £2.4 million. Traditionally popular 
areas commanding the best prices include 
Bishops Park and the ‘lion houses’ just off 
the New King’s Road, as well as the lower end 
of the ‘Alphabet Streets’ between Stevenage 
Road and Fulham Palace Road. Brook Green 
has seen a surge in interest in recent years 
thanks to its family-friendly atmosphere 
and excellent schools; they’re experiencing 
a shortage of stock this autumn, according 
to Winkworth Hammersmith Director Ben 
Hunt, who suggests those thinking of sell-
ing now should launch off-market before 
Christmas and then fully in the New Year.

Knightsbridge
Knightsbridge, Chelsea and Belgravia are 
all still areas considered to be a secure 
investment by high-net-worth individuals 
around the world and, as a result, this office 
has continued to do great business all year. 
Prices start at about £2 million for two-
bedroom flats in this super-prime section 
of the London market, which remains domi-
nated by foreign money.

A key factor here is that sellers are never 
motivated by a requirement to part with their 
property, which means they can afford to take 
a long-term view on their asset, explains 
Winkworth Knightsbridge Director Tom 

Dogger. This said, there has been more  
supply than demand in 2014.

About 60% of the buyers registered in 
Knightsbridge are from overseas and the 
majority of these are looking for immaculate, 
knocked-through lateral spaces with modern 
fixtures and fittings, preferably serviced, 
around Eaton Square, Chester Square or in 
some of the new-build blocks in Knights-
bridge. State-of-the-art security is a priority 
and the location of friends or family can be 
a huge influence.

Classic period town houses in Knights-
bridge and Chelsea, previously much in 
demand, need to be priced correctly and tend 
to be bought by the British or Americans.

Kennington,  
Stockwell and Oval

The Kennington office, which covers Oval, 
Stockwell and Waterloo, has a lovely mixture 
of properties, which includes everything 
from period town houses and flats on quiet 
squares to new-builds near the river. With 
this central, but not yet truly fashionable 
location, Director Nigel Field says business 
gets better every year, as buyers come out of 
prime London to discover attractive streets 
just a stone’s throw from the centre of town.

Local agents report ‘huge demand’ from 
young professionals with large cash deposits 
for two-bedroom flats this year. Prices 

range from upwards of £300,000 for a one-
bedroom flat in Stockwell to £500,000– 
£600,000 for a two-bedroom flat around 
Kennington Lane.

Although extremely central locations, 
Oval and Stockwell are still considered by 
many to be ‘up and coming’ and, in fact, 
turn out to be ideal locations for parents 
who want to buy a property for their child-
ren—a period town house sold this year  
for about £1 million to this sort of buyer  
in Oval.

Best buy Gloucester Place W1. 
This luxurious two-bedroom flat enjoys 
a private courtyard. £2,012,500 lease- 
hold (020–7467 5770)

Lettings
The majority of the lettings market in 
London caters for students and young 
professionals, so hotspots centre around 
universities and areas within easy reach 
of the financial and legal centres of the 
city. Students tend to focus their search 
around Bloomsbury, Holborn and Fitz-
rovia, which are ideal for UCL, LSE, and 
Imperial College. Rents tend to hover at 
about £850 per week for a three-bed-
room flat in a good period block. Gone 
are the days of the scruffy student tenant: 
many now come from overseas with 
budgets of £1,000 per week or above and 
are looking for top-of-the-range accom-
modation near amenities. Young prof- 
essionals tend to rent close to where 
they work and areas such as Clerkenwell 
have seen an explosion in interest from 
those drawn to its combination of good 
restaurants and shopping and proximity 
to both the Inns of Court and The City. 
Islington and Shoreditch are also popular.

Overseas professionals with postings 
of a year or two in the capital look in 
the West End or Covent Garden—Wink- 
worth has a particularly appealing 
penthouse on Henrietta Street, which 
is perfect for these clients: according to 
Lettings Director Mark Yelverton, the 
combination of high-end finish, great 
character and a fabulous location makes 
it a highly desirable property. 

Winkworth, Winter 2014 7
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ABERDEEN TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE3 £3,295,000 FREEHOLD 

n  the architect ohn hichcord nr designed e huge semi-detached illas called erdeen Terrace  on the old site of the gardens of The agoda  
purchased y the property de eloper  ewis lenton  s eil hind  lac heath s local historian puts it  they were grand houses for grand people  who 
would pay for ne prospects across the eath to the north and the entish hills to the south  The iews from the house today are as glorious as e er

i e edrooms | two athrooms | three separate WCs | three reception rooms | itchen rea fast room | gas  | utility room | cellar | garage |  
greenhouse and shed | conser ation area | off-street par ing |  s  ft | landscaped south facing garden | stone terraces front and ac  |  rating 

HISTORIC SPLENDOUR WITH 
VIEWS OVER THE HEATH

winkworth.co.uk/blackheath

020 8852 0999 | blackheath@winkworth.co.uk
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CROSS DEEP, TW1 £2,000,000 FREEHOLD 

A Georgian-style home located on the western side of the River Thames offering exceptional views of the river from both the house and the 
garden, which in turn leads down to a private mooring. 

Four bedrooms | three reception rooms | three bathrooms | garden | conservatory | balcony | waterfront | off-street parking | garage |  
good decoration | approx 2242 sq ft | EPC rating D

CLASSIC BEAUTY IN A  
PICTURESQUE RIVERSIDE SETTING

winkworth.co.uk/richmond

020 8940 9986 | richmond@winkworth.co.uk
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MOSTYN ROAD, WIMBLEDON, SW19 PRICE ON APPLICATION FREEHOLD 

A spacious detached home in the highly desirable John Innes conservation area. This house has an extensive garden and roof-mounted solar 
panels providing reduced energy bills. Wimbledon Station is just a short walk away in the town centre and for families this home is well located for 
Merton Park Primary School and Rutlish School.

Two reception rooms | four bedrooms | one bathroom | Smallbone kitchen | cloakroom | greenhouse | solar panels | garden | off street parking | EPC rating: E

A LARGE FAMILY HOME 
WITH A HUGE GARDEN

winkworth.co.uk/wimbledon

020 8946 2930 | wimbledon@winkworth.co.uk

10_Wimbledon.indd   1 01/10/2014   12:31:47



BUCKLAND CRESCENT, NW3 £6,750,000 FREEHOLD

An outstanding stucco-fronted family home conveniently located in this desirable street in Belsize Park. The house, currently arranged as three 
separate units  offers well planned accommodation o er four floors with lots of original features  including high ceilings  cornicing and wor ing 

replaces  The property further ene ts from off-street par ing and a magni cent south-facing rear garden in excess of  ft  This is a 
magni cent opportunity for an incoming purchaser to create a wonderful home su ect to the necessary planning consents  

Please note: one of the apartments is currently tenanted so vacant possession may not be immediately available.

A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO 
CREATE AN ELEGANT FAMILY HOME

winkworth.co.uk/stjohnswood

020 7586 7001 | stjohnswood@winkworth.co.uk

11_Stjohnswood_Buckland.indd   1 01/10/2014   12:32:15



WESTBOURNE GROVE, W11 £3,400,000 FREEHOLD 

A spacious maisonette with its own front door, being sold with the freehold to the building. There is also the possibility of adding further space. 
Westbourne Grove is Notting Hill’s most fashionable street, running through the heart of Notting Hill with many of the area’s most popular 
boutiques, restaurants and delis.

Three bedrooms | two receptions | two bathrooms | maisonette | balcony | approx 2057 sq ft | EPC rating D/E

A STYLISH MAISONETTE  
AT THE HEART OF NOTTING HILL

winkworth.co.uk/nottinghill

020 7727 3227 | nottinghill@winkworth.co.uk
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A FAMILY HOME  
WITH CHARACTER

winkworth.co.uk/crouchend

020 8342 9999 | crouchend@winkworth.co.uk

FAIRFIELD ROAD, CROUCH END N8 £2,100,000 FREEHOLD 

Ideally located in central Crouch End for all the local amenities is this beautifully presented and very well proportioned home. With lots of period 
charm including period replaces  ornate ceilings and tessellated tiled flooring  this is a ery characterful property   side pedestrian access 
route leads to a ery well maintained rear garden  rouch nd s i rant roadway is within  yards for a ast array of shops  ars  caf s and 
restaurants. 

Six bedrooms | three reception rooms | three bathrooms | garden | EPC rating D

13_CrouchEnd_FairfieldRoad.indd   1 01/10/2014   12:33:31



PEMBRIDGE SQUARE, W2 £2,495,000 SHARE OF FREEHOLD 

 particularly ne lateral apartment with expansi e li ing space almost  feet in length  perfect for entertaining  The property features o er  
s  ft of dec ed roof terrace and is in a fantastic position on a eautiful garden s uare right ehind otting ill ate

Three edrooms | two athrooms | one reception room | roof terrace | approx  s  ft |  rating 

IMPOSING BEAUTY WITH 
EXCELLENT OUTDOOR SPACE

winkworth.co.uk/nottinghill

020 7727 3227 | nottinghill@winkworth.co.uk

14_NottingHill_Pembridge.indd   1 01/10/2014   12:33:50



ENNISMORE MEWS, SW7  £4,250,000, STC FREEHOLD 

Located on a quiet cobbled mews, moments from the green and open spaces of Hyde Park; this beautifully refurbished home has been completed 
to maximi e the feeling of space and light throughout   The property is arranged o er four floors  ene ting from in-home entertainment systems 
and featuring bespoke glasswork and modern joinery.  Of particular interest is the plate glass staircase, with an atrium above and internal light 
wells providing illumination beneath. 

Master bedroom suite | two further double rooms | family bathroom | private street entrance | entrance hall | reception room with feature replace | kitchen with 
dining and living areas | laundry room with WC | 2127 sq ft | private balcony | garage | uali cation for ouncil of estminster par ing | EPC rating E

A DECADENT MEWS HOUSE 
WITH STUNNING INTERIORS

winkworth.co.uk/knightsbridge-chelsea

020 7589 6616 | knightsbridge@winkworth.co.uk

15_Knightsbridge_ENNISMOREmews.indd   1 01/10/2014   12:34:11



BECKENHAM, BR3 £1,875,000 FREEHOLD 

This grand home has an abundance of period features throughout and has undergone a recent restoration by the current owners. With its option 
for au-pair accommodation and position within the desirable Balgowan catchment area, this is an excellent prospect for a growing family.

Five bedrooms | three bath/shower rooms | two reception rooms | 27ft kitchen/breakfast room | four-chamber cellar | landscaped garden | off-street parking |  
close proximity to mainline stations | EPC rating E

A BEAUTIFULLY SPACIOUS VICTORIAN 
DETACHED HOUSE BUILT CIRCA 1876

winkworth.co.uk/beckenham

020 8650 1000 | beckenham@winkworth.co.uk
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A SPECTACULARLY GRAND AND SPACIOUS HOME 
WITH ITS OWN PRIVATE ENTRANCE 

winkworth.co.uk/kensington

020 7373 5052 | kensington@winkworth.co.uk

STAFFORD TERRACE, W8 £3,400,000 LEASEHOLD
 magni cent maisonette with its own entrance on the raised ground floor  This spacious home has an imposing south facing reception room with 

high ceilings and dou le doors leading through to a large itchen dining room  n impressi e original staircase leads to a study fourth edroom  This 
idyllic home also has a pri ate secluded garden to the rear  

rincipal edroom with en suite | two further edrooms | study edroom | further en suite and shower room | reception room | itchen dining room |  
cloa room and store room |  ft garden |  s  ft |  rating 

17_Kensington_StaffordTerrace.indd   1 03/10/2014   10:16:15



CORNWALL GARDENS, SW7 £2,950,000 SHARE OF FREEHOLD

 truly exceptional rade  listed flat on the rst floor of this well-maintained  mid-terrace period con ersion situated directly opposite attracti e 
communal gardens to which residents ha e access  The drawing room pro ides grand entertaining space with three floor-to-ceiling sash windows 
opening onto a full-width ortico alcony offering uninterrupted leafy iews into the attracti e s uare gardens

aster edroom with dressing area and ad oining shower room | second edroom with me anine storage | athroom | itchen | reception room | entrance hall | 
alcony | access to communal gardens |  rating 

A SPACE TO ENTERTAIN 
ON A GRAND SCALE

winkworth.co.uk/south-kensington

020 7373 5052 | southkensington@winkworth.co.uk

18_SouthKen_Cornwall.indd   1 01/10/2014   12:35:33



THE COMMON, EALING W5 £1,800,000 FREEHOLD 

erloo ing the common is this elegant house offering charm and character with period details including replaces and ornate cornicing   
The dou le reception on the raised ground floor is eautifully presented and pro ides access to a dec ed area loo ing out across a west-facing 
rear garden

Four bedrooms | two bathrooms | overlooking Ealing Common | period features | two reception rooms | EPC rating F

STYLISH INTERIORS AND GREAT 
VIEWS OF EALING COMMON

winkworth.co.uk/ealing

020 8896 0123 | ealing@winkworth.co.uk

19_Ealing_TheCommon.indd   1 01/10/2014   13:22:33



Deck the halls
A pinch of humour, a touch of glamour and heaps 

of tradition are the key ingredients to dressing your house 
to impress for the season, finds Carla Passino

Festive decorating

www.winkworth.co.uk.co.uk20 Winkworth Winter, 2014

W
E all have an image of the 

perfect winter’s evening. Out-

side, the frost has brought 

a magical shimmer to the 

darkest nights of the year. Inside your house, 

logs crackle in the fireplace, deep piles of 

throws lie ready for snuggling on the sofa 

and a golden, warming brandy fills beauti-

ful crystal glasses with the rich aromas of 

caramel and Christmas pudding.

Along with that image comes the antici-

pation of three of the most cherished holi-

days of the year: Halloween, Christmas and 

New Year’s Eve. And for the hostess, the 

preparations can be as enjoyable as the 

holiday itself. A palpable sense of excite-

ment builds up every day as you choose the 

sparkly ornaments, twinkling lights and 

sweetly scented berries that, little by little, 

will transform your rooms into a winter 

wonderland. Perfect presents are selected 

and the finest foods await your guests.

So, as you begin to think about decorating 

your house for the holidays, our first—and 

best—tip is to let go of your party-planning 

stress, gather your family around you and 

savour every moment.

Halloween fun

’Tis definitely the season to be jolly, so, says 

ornament designer Gisela Graham, it’s best 

to have a light-hearted approach to decorat-

ing, especially at Halloween, when it’s all 

too easy to veer towards the gruesome: ‘I’m 

not one for severed fingers and “realistic” 

ghoulishness.’ Instead, she recommends 

upping the fun factor with ‘big fake spiders’ 

webs, orange candles, hanging broomsticks, 

black cats and hanging bats—lots of them 

and in different sizes. Add in a wild, exotic 

door wreath, with silver-glittered skulls and 

purple ribbon’.

Your decorative skulls should never be 

too lifelike and you should make ample use of 

glitter—black on broomsticks, silver every-

where else. And, of course, your focal point 

should be an arrangement of carved pump-

kins—Mrs Graham likes to have grinning, 

candlelit Jack o’Lanterns everywhere, esp-

ecially at windows.

Christmas traditions

The holiday season is also the time when 

family traditions are rediscovered, nurtured 

and sometimes reinvented to give fresh life 

to old favourites. When it comes to dressing 

up your rooms, ‘traditional decor can be 

reinterpreted with the help of unexpected 

materials and slick finishes,’ according to 

Linda Holmes of interiors boutique LuxDeco. 

For example, at Christmas, she suggests, 

‘you can replace wreaths with a cone of 

winter foliage, patterns with sumptuous 

materials in solid colours and modern tree 

decorations’.

When choosing her colour palette, how-

ever, she prefers to stick with the classics: 

‘Red and green is a timeless combination. 

Keep both colours rich—a deep carmine 

red combined with forest green is beautiful. 

If you’re not a traditionalist, a rustic cock-

tail of green and brown, or a vibrant red 

and cream, might be a little less daunting, 

but still season-appropriate.’

Mrs Graham recommends updating the 

classic scheme with a third hue, as she’s 

done with her Christmas range this year. 

Add a touch of humour: among the more 

traditional robins, Charlie can add a fun 

country twist to the traditional woodland 

theme. Fox decorations, £44.99 each, 

The Chelsea Gardener (020–7352 5656; 

www.chelseagardener.com)

Celebrate with pumpkins: these cheerful 

ceramic lanterns inject a sense of fun into 

Halloween, taking the ghoulish edge off 

the holiday. Lanterns, £24 for a set of 

two, and faux oakleaf wreath, £30, Gisela 

Graham—all available through The Con-

temporary Home (0845 130 8229; www.

tch.net)
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Give a stylish welcome: Dress your door 

in style with this pared-down, elegant 

wreath. £35, Nina Campbell (020–7225 

1011; http://shop.ninacampbell.com)
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‘Our colourway is a warm orange, yellow, 

cherry red and emerald green. We took fir 

garlands and attached fake, glittered fruit 

—oranges, pears and lemons—in these 

Use scented candles to give your house 

a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Tiziana 

Terenzi spicy snow candle, from £55, 

Fortnum & Mason (0845 300 1707; www.

fortnumandmason.com)

colours and it really looks opulent, but 

modern at the same time.’ As an alternative, 

she likes ‘the plainness of the Scandinavian 

style’ in which red and white are high-

lighted by a little green and a very small 

touch of blue.

You can also refresh your existing 

Christmas theme simply by adding a few 

thoughtful touches—a new set of orna-

ments or soft furnishings in colours and 

textures that complement your chosen 

style. ‘Traditional schemes suit wooden 

finishes, tartans and quaint motifs like 

those found at the famed German markets,’ 

says Mrs Holmes. ‘Contemporary ones will 

be enhanced by additions such as crystal 

ornaments, elegant lanterns and sprigs 

sprayed in a metallic finish.’

Mrs Graham likes to feature a 2ft tree 

with mini decorations on a table as well as 

decorating both mantelpieces and banisters 

with garlands and placing a kissing ball in 

the hall: ‘You make a fir or vine openwork 

ball of about 15in diameter on a wire frame, 

with an apple in the middle—it’s ancient, 

pagan and pretty.’

However, regardless of whether you go 

for full-on tradition or give it a contem-

porary spin, you should always keep your 

touch light, according to Mrs Holmes. 

‘Christmas overkill is a real danger and 

would definitely happen if every square 

inch of your house was decorated in baubles 

and lights. It cheapens the magic of the 

well-designed spaces elsewhere in your 

house and causes Christmas ennui.’

Above all, avoid going overboard in the 

garden or ‘you’ll run the risk of your house 

looking like an overdone grotto’. Mrs 

Holmes recommends people steer clear of 

inflatables and over-used images such as 

Inspired by Christmas in the countryside, 

interior designer Sophie Paterson wanted 

to re-create the atmosphere of a Scottish 

hunting lodge in the traditional collection 

she’s curated for LuxDeco. She chose tweed, 

leather, pheasant feathers, horn and dark 

wood as the backdrop for a classic Christ-

mas scheme. Cable-knit cashmere cushion 

in light grey, £129, Johnstons of Elgin; 

herringbone throw in driftwood, £125, 

also Johnstons of Elgin; karoo buckle 

cushion in stone, £230, De Le Cuona; 

backgammon set in dark ebony, £1,500, 

iWoodesign—all available through Lux-

Deco (020–3586 1536; www.luxdeco.com)
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presents, snowmen or trains, opting instead 
for natural materials. ‘A large evergreen 
conifer—bedecked in twinkling lights—
looks spectacular and makes a statement.’

Mrs Graham believes ‘you can do some-
thing really pretty’ by simply decorating 
a tree, bush or hedge outside your house 
with a lot of very small, plain white LED 
lights. Smaller trees, adds Mrs Holmes, can 
also be carefully placed to create a pathway 
that will lead guests to your front door. 

Count down to Christmas: build a sense 
of anticipation with this wooden Advent 
calendar, which doubles up as a decor-
ation. From £95, Fortnum & Mason (0845 
300 1707; www.fortnumandmason.com)

‘For your door or porch, lush wreaths and 
hanging garlands hint at the magic inside.’

New Year glamour
If Christmas is all about tradition, New 
Year’s Eve is a celebration of change and, 
as such, it lends itself to experimenting 
with different decorative schemes. Accord-
ing to Mrs Holmes, the evening ‘is best 
served sophisticated’. With just one week 
between the two holidays, she advises 
avoiding a massive redecorating pro-
ject. Instead, choose an attractive 
clock as your visual focus—after 
all, New Year’s Eve is all about the 
passage of time—and refresh your 
tree with a different colour palette. 
‘Try swapping out the red in 
favour of something with a less 
obvious connection to the previous 
week. A classic black, offset with 
glamorous golden touches, sets the 
mood for an elegant start to the year.’

Here, too, a light decorative hand is best: 
‘Use motifs cautiously—often one focal 
point done well can make more of a state-
ment than many,’ advises Mrs Holmes.

Mrs Graham prefers to use silver, a colour 
she feels is bright and hopeful, adding silver 
ribbons to the Christmas tree, silver bows 
to the door wreath and silver candles every-
where. ‘I’ve also used a huge bunch of silver 
twigs in a vase, with a few clear glass balls 
hanging from some of the twigs. It can look 
spectacular on a table.’ 

Above Don’t forget the bubbly: toast the 
New Year with Nina Campbell’s striking 
Champagne flutes in jewel tones. Antique 
Champagne bottle holder, £285, and flutes, 
from £20, both Nina Campbell (020–7225 
1011; http://shop.ninacampbell.com)

Mark time: a statement wall clock such 
as this one, which is inspired by vintage 
British railway-station clocks, is the 
perfect the focal point for any New Year’s 
Eve decoration scheme. King’s Cross 
wall clock, £135, Newgate Clocks (01691 
679994; www.newgateclocks.com)

Up the glamour: swap your red-and-green palette for a chic silver, grey and white scheme 
to make the transition from Christmas to New Year. Peacock sculpture, £100; stag 
ornament, £64; Baobab white pearls candle, £89—all available through LuxDeco (020–
3586 1536; www.luxdeco.com)
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See things differently.

Looking to buy, sell, rent or let?
Connect to London’s largest agency.
Visit us at: winkworth.co.uk
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HIGHBURY HILL, N5  £1,999,995  FREEHOLD  

n exceptional family home set in the heart of igh ury ust moments from igh ury arn and the elds  This stunning house is located on a 
peaceful tree lined street and has een nished to the highest standards throughout y the current owners  igh ury ill is well renowed as one 
of the most sought after addresses in  The property is perfectly situated for a multitude of transport lin s pro iding easy access across ondon

i e edrooms | reception rooms | bathroom | roof terrace | solid wooden floors | 64 sq ft landscaped garden | EPC rating D

AN EXCELLENT FAMILY HOME 
IN HIGHBURY HILL

winkworth.co.uk/highbury

020 7989 7000 | highbury@winkworth.co.uk
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ST PAULS PLACE, ISLINGTON, N1 £1,900,000 FREEHOLD 

n elegant mix of period charm and contemporary design feature throughout the property with wor ing feature replaces  wooden floors  and 
original cornicing   This is com ined with modern elements such as under-floor heating and the addition of a designer itchen with a stunning 
glass extension leading to a beautifully landscaped garden. St Pauls Place is situated on a peaceful cul-de-sac just off Northampton Park with an 
array of local shops  cafes and restaurants situated near y on ewington reen which is well nown for its illage atmosphere

Four bedrooms | two bathrooms | two reception rooms | landscaped garden | residents parking | under-floor heating | wooden flooring |  
wor ing feature replace | EPC rating D

PERIOD CHARM MEETS 
CONTEMPORARY DESIGN

winkworth.co.uk/islington

020 7354 2480 | islington@winkworth.co.uk
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PARTHENIA ROAD, SW6 £2,200,000 FREEHOLD 

Set on a small residential street between Parsons Green and Eel Brook Common is this charming family home with a wealth of period features and 
well-planned storage throughout the house. Downstairs there is currently an exceptionally welcoming double reception room with a west-facing 

ay window and mar le replace  This property pro ides a good space for entertaining and family life with a conser atory dining room leading 
through to a well-maintained garden  There s also potential to extend the property further y digging out the asement

Four bedrooms | three bathrooms | two en suites | hall | double reception room | itchen rea fast room | conser atory dining room | cellar | garden | 
potential for asement con ersion | EPC rating E

A WELCOMING SPACE  
TO ENTERTAIN FRIENDS

w|nkworth.co.uk/fulham

020 7731 3388 | fulham@winkworth.co.uk
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RAVENSCOURT GARDENS, HAMMERSMITH W6 £980,000 LEASEHOLD 

omprising an entrance hall and two edrooms one with en suite athroom  on the third floor with a further edroom and athroom and an 
open-plan itchen dining li ing space on the fourth floor  this is a wonderfully spacious apartment  There s also access to communal gardens and 
an allocated par ing space

Three edrooms | open-plan kitchen/living/dining space | bathroom | en suite bathroom | lift | communal gardens | allocated parking space | EPC rating C

A FABULOUS DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE NEWLY 
RENOVATED, GRADE II LISTED ASHLAR COURT

winkworth.co.uk/hammersmith

020 7371 4466 | hammersmith@winkworth.co.uk
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UPLAND ROAD, EAST DULWICH SE22 £1,100,000 FREEHOLD 

A charming and well presented Victorian house which combines period elegance with modern design. The property is in a good catchment area 
for local primary schools  as well as the shops, bars, restaurants and amenities of Lordship Lane.  The green open spaces of Peckham Rye Park and 
Dulwich Park are also nearby.  Transport links are provided by East or North Dulwich station, with connections into London Bridge as well as the 
overground links from Forest Hill Station.

Two receptions | four bedrooms | two bathrooms | off-street parking | garden | EPC rating E

A PRETTY  
URBAN RETREAT

winkworth.co.uk/dulwich

020 8299 2722 | dulwich@winkworth.co.uk
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CAMBERWELL GROVE, SE5 £799,950 SHARE OF FREEHOLD

 truly magni cent  three edroom lower ground floor maisonette  situated in this impressi e rade  listed egency uilding  This is a wonderful 
location on one of outh ondon s most desira le roads and has easy access into central ondon ia enmar  ill and ec ham ye stations oth 
offering the new ast ondon ine   ordship ane with its many ars and eateries is ust a short wal  away as are the restaurants and local shops 
of am erwell  This is a wonderful flat worthy of early iewing

Three edrooms | two athrooms | one reception rooms | itchen rea fast room |  ft rear garden | off-street par ing |  rating 

CLASSIC ELEGANCE MEETS  
MODERN DESIGN

winkworth.co.uk/dulwich

020 8299 2722 | dulwich@winkworth.co.uk
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CROUCH HILL, CROUCH END N8 £2,000,000 FREEHOLD 

A great family home with extensive space, a fantastic location and plenty of room for a growing family.  Only 400 yards from Crouch End 
Broadway, this property is convenient for access to a vast variety of shops, cafes and restaurants.

 Five bedrooms | four reception rooms | two bathrooms | 52 ft garden | EPC rating E

A BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED VICTORIAN FAMILY 
HOUSE WITH CHARM AND CHARACTER

winkworth.co.uk/crouchend

020 8342 9999 | crouchend@winkworth.co.uk
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SCHOOL ROAD, CHISLEHURST, KENT BR7 £1,500,000 FREEHOLD

Set on one of Chislehurst’s most enviable positions is this impressive locally listed home. The White House as it is now known can be seen on 
maps of Chislehurst Common dating back to circa 1680. The property has been extensively remodelled throughout the 18th and 19th centuries 
and today offers substantial accommodation which is arranged between two dwellings. 

Eight bedrooms | four bathrooms | four reception rooms | conservatory | off-street parking | double garage | locally listed | overlooking Chislehurst Common |  
chain free | two bedroom annex | large garden | EPC rating E

A VAST LIVING SPACE 
WITH FANTASTIC VIEWS 

winkworth.co.uk/chislehurst

020 8285 5099 | chislehurst@winkworth.co.uk
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winkworth.co.uk/chiswick

020 8994 7096 | chiswick@winkworth.co.uk

CHURCH STREET, TW7 £2,850,000 FREEHOLD

This lovely Queen Anne house in Chiswick must be seen to be appreciated. Built in 1710, this elegant home is rich with period details including 
window shutters  cornicing and classic replaces  The mature rear garden is one of the largest in the area and the house itself is e ually spacious  
spanning o er  s  ft  ithin  minutes wal  of the ri er an  this home is excellently located

Five bedrooms | three bathrooms | four reception rooms | walled garden | o er  s  ft | Grade || listed | off-street par ing 

A BEAUTIFUL PERIOD HOME 
NEAR THE RIVER THAMES
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CASTELNAU, LONDON SW13 £4,100,000 FREEHOLD 

A Grade II listed Regency-style house on the highly sought-after Castelnau, providing wonderful views over the famous London Wetlands Nature 
Reserve. With space for up to four cars and six bedrooms, it’s an ideal London residence.

Six bedrooms | three reception rooms | three bathrooms | large garden | off street parking | EPC rating E

A REGENCY HOME WITH VIEWS OF  
THE WETLANDS NATURE RESERVE

winkworth.co.uk/barnes

020 8255 0088 | barnes@winkworth.co.uk
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SPANISH PLACE, MARYLEBONE, W1 £7,000,000 FREEHOLD 

Spread over six storeys, this Marylebone townhouse combines Georgian, late Victorian and contemporary interiors to make a truly elegant home. 
Period features run through the house creating a charming space to entertain and host guests.

 Three bedrooms with en suite bathrooms | guest room/childrens room | dining room | kitchen | second kitchen/family room | study with bathroom | roof terrace

AN EXQUISITELY DESIGNED GEORGIAN  
TOWN HOUSE IN PRIME MARYLEBONE

winkworth.co.uk/marylebone

020 7467 5770 | marylebone@winkworth.co.uk
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ELM TREE ROAD, ST JOHN’S WOOD NW8 £7,500,000 FREEHOLD JOINT SOLE AGENT 

n uni ue low- uild family home  uietly located in one of t ohn s ood s nest streets  This elegant house is arranged o er ust two floors 
and offers a eautiful li ing space enclosed ehind electric gates with off-street par ing  There is also a separate staff annexe comprising an 
open-plan reception room and a edroom with en-suite shower room  lm Tree oad is ideally situated within half a mile of all the shopping and 
transport facilities of t ohn s ood high street

our edrooms with en suite shower rooms | a further fth edroom with en suite athroom | two reception rooms | itchen dining room | study | utility room | 
entrance hall | lift | off-street par ing for two cars

AN EXCEPTIONAL  
FAMILY RESIDENCE

winkworth.co.uk/stjohnswood

020 7586 7001 | stjohnswood@winkworth.co.uk
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BLENHEIM TERRACE, NW8 £2,395 PW 
A bright and spacious four bedroom period house, located off the 
famous Abbey Road and within walking distance to the American School 
of London and St John’s Wood tube station. 

Master bedroom with dressing area and en suite bathroom | three further 
bedrooms | family bathroom | double reception room leading to a conservatory 

| fully tted itchen | garden | EPC rating C

EGERTON GARDENS, SW3 £1,950 PW
A stunning three bedroom penthouse within a period red-brick building, 
in a prestigious garden s uare  The flat is entered on the fourth floor ia 
a lift and smart common parts  ene ting from a roof-terrace with room 
for outdoor dining, and balcony with views across to the London eye.

Three bedrooms | three receptions | three bathrooms | period flat | lift | roof 
terrace | balcony | communal gardens | resident parking | approx 1697 sq ft

CHAPEL STREET, SW1X £3,250 PW
A substantial family house available for rent in Belgravia. The property 
has e edrooms  a grand entrance hall  extensi e reception rooms 
and ene ts from a pri ate patio garden and access to elgra e uare 
Gardens and membership to the tennis club.

Five bedrooms | two receptions | e athrooms | terraced  | period house | 
patio | communal gardens | resident parking | approx 3931 sq ft

ELGIN CRESCENT, W11 £650 PW
A wonderfully spacious and very bright two bedroom (one double one 
single  flat on the second floor of this period uilding which has een 
refur ished throughout and further ene ts from direct access from the 
hallway to stunning communal gardens behind.

Two bedrooms | one reception room | one bathroom | period |  
communal gardens

winkworth.co.uk

020 7586 7001 | stjohnswood@winkworth.co.uk

020 7589 6616 | knightsbridge@winkworth.co.uk

020 7589 6616 | knightsbridge@winkworth.co.uk

020 7727 3227 | nottinghill@winkworth.co.uk
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KENSINGTON PARK ROAD, W1 £3,500 PW
 stunning and eautifully presented four e edroom  four athroom 

family house approx  s  ft  laid out o er e floors  aila le 
unfurnished immediately

i e edrooms | two reception rooms | three athrooms | garden | house

PALACE COURT, W2 £2,500 PW
n impressi e  four edroom lateral apartment of approximately  

s  ft  refur ished to the highest standard in a light contemporary style 
and located in this sought-after otting ill address

our edrooms | one reception | itchen dining room | two athrooms | patio

PERCY ROAD, W12 £850 PW
 wonderful four e edroom family home  eautifully presented  this 

remodelled ictorian house offers e erything the modern family could 
need  

our dou le edrooms  | dou le reception room  | two athrooms  | study room  

| garden  | cellar  | nearest underground stations are a enscourt ar  district 
line  and oldhaw  road ircle and ammersmith  ity   |  rating 

TATHAM PLACE, NW8 £2,950 PW
 contemporary four edroom town house set within this highly sought-

after co led mews de elopment  located on the fa oured ast side of 
t ohn s ood  ust off cacia oad  

aster edroom with en suite athrooms | three further edrooms | two further 
athrooms one en suite  | reception room | dining room | fully tted itchen | 

utility room | rear garden | underground parking for two cars |  rating 

winkworth.co.uk

020 7727 3227 | nottinghill@winkworth.co.uk

 020 8735 3255 | shepherdsbush@winkworth.co.uk

020 7727 3227 | nottinghill@winkworth.co.uk

020 7586 7001 | stjohnswood@winkworth.co.uk
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Festive entertaining

Janine Stone believes that your entertaining space sets the tone for your dinner parties 
and your decorations should take their cues from the art and furniture

I T’S that time of the year again. Shop 
windows overflow with baubles, streets 
twinkle with Christmas lights and 
houses fill up with guests, music and 

chatter. Parties are a cornerstone of the 
festive season, but, when you’re hosting one, 
your enjoyment can easily be overcome by 
the stress involved.

However, if you follow a few simple rules, 
throwing the perfect party can be a breeze. 
Ask interior designer and hostess with the 
mostest Janine Stone and she’ll tell you that 
‘the best dinner parties have three key 
ingredients: a comfortable and welcoming 
atmosphere, great food and wine and, of course, 
good conversation.’ Get these right and 
your party will be a real Christmas cracker.

Party people
The right mix of people is absolutely key to 
the success of your party, so begin early 
and give your guest list some careful con-
sideration. Miss Stone suggests keeping 
numbers down, which will help you look 
after each guest properly: ‘I tend to have 
small gatherings of six to eight people.’

Try and pick a group that will get along 
well, but aren’t too alike. Choosing guests 

that share similar interests can make it easier 
to get the conversation going, but a little variety 
is what gives the evening a memorable touch 
of spice. You should also strive for a balance 
of ages and personalities. Says interior des-
igner Nina Campbell, ‘the most important 
part of entertaining for me is having family 
and friends, with a good mix of ages’.

Always send out invitations well ahead of 
the date and make sure you word them 
clearly: your guests need to know whether 
it’s an informal party or a formal dinner 
and what the dress code is.

Dress to impress
‘The space in which you entertain really 
sets the tone for your dinner parties,’ says Miss 
Stone. Country houses have an advantage 
in that they naturally provide ‘a magical 
setting for seamless entertaining at any 
time of year, but are particularly spectacu-
lar at Christmas’. An elegant entrance to 
the dining room, an amazing stone floor 
and great art and furniture will enhance 
the drama of your house’s architectural 
details and the windows’ panoramic vistas.

Obviously, the bare bones of your enter-
taining and dining spaces then need to be 

suitably decorated for the event. Mrs Camp-
bell likes to make the most of the season 
when she dresses up her rooms: ‘For me, 
Christmas has to be festive.’ As an example 
of a style she particularly likes, she mentions 
the ‘very modernised, classic look’ she created 
for her Christmas range this year, which 
features a mix of silver and glitter against 
the backdrop of an elegant tree—with the 
addition of a little owl on the table to pro-
vide a quirky accent (and a charming way 
to get a conversation started).

As an alternative, Miss Stone suggests 
dark, jewel-like settings, which are her 
favourite option for dinner parties: ‘The 
space envelops guests into a warm, convivial 
atmosphere.’ Often overlooked, lighting is 
crucial in achieving the right ambience: ‘My 
dining room is lit by candlelight and very 

Nina Campbell’s elegant white and silver 
Christmas collection will add a timeless 
quality to your Christmas decor—and the 
little owl will get the conversation started 

Eat, drink 
and be merry 

With the party season upon us, Carla Passino gathers tips 
and ideas for mellow festive entertaining
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low-level lighting, providing a subtle back-
drop to the food and conversation.’

She also likes to enhance the setting with 
a selection of flowers and plants in hues 
that complement the decor. ‘I ask my florist 
to create a low-level arrangement of small-
bloom flowers in gemstone tones with rich, 
emerald foliage.’

Nikki Tibbles of florists Wild at Heart 
often takes inspiration from the garden to 
create her seasonal arrangements: ‘Look 
outside your window: anything such as  
pine cones, lichen-covered twigs, branches  
and seasonal berries are perfect for festive 
decorations. You can also use bundles of 
dried lavender, dried oranges and eucalyp-
tus. Not only do these look beautiful, they’re 
also wonderfully scented and will give your 
home a festive fragrance.’

A final decorating tip comes from Miss 
Stone and is all about line of sight: make 
sure you can see every guest and they can 
easily see one another—that way, the con-
versation flows more easily.

Sit down to a relaxed feast
Experienced party-throwers all agree that 
it’s essential to keep the cooking manage-
able—after all, a relaxed host is invariably 
a better host. 

‘Don’t make complicated things,’ urges 
Angela Hartnett MBE, the Michelin-starred 
chef patron of Murano, in London, and joint 
head chef of Hartnett Holder & Co, the cele-
brated restaurant of the Lime Wood Hotel 
in Lyndhurst, Hampshire. She recommends 
choosing dishes you’re familiar with and 

names Delia Smith’s unfussy Parmesan-
baked parsnips—which can conveniently 
be prepared ahead of time—as one of her 
favourite festive recipes.

Opting for a cold starter will help  
simplify your life, according to Miss Hart-
nett, as will having some sharing dishes: 
‘These can be served at the centre of the 
table, making it easy for guests to help 
themselves.’

Miss Stone also suggests you consider 
veering away from the traditional but  

This selection of 
award-winning 
cheeses by Paxton 
& Whitfield (020–
7930 0259; www.
paxtonandwhitfield.
co.uk) makes a fuss-
free dessert course
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laborious three-course dinner. ‘I would 
rather serve one delicious course and end with 
fruit and very good cheese. If I’m entertain-
ing friends during the festive season, I’ll 
serve fish—simple sea bass with fresh fennel 
and dill sprigs works well. I also make 
a rich chocolate mousse, which is easy to 
prepare the day before and chill, and add 
to this a great selection of British and 
European cheeses served with fabulous 
Lebanese figs—always a winner.’

Looking specifically at cheese, Hero 
Hirsh, manager of cheesemonger Paxton & 
Whitfield in Jermyn Street, recommends 
creating a varied board that offers a range 
of flavours, textures and styles that, ideally, 
complement the rest of your meal. She sug-
gests updating the classic trio of Brie, 
Cheddar and Stilton with similar but more 

Bouquets of small-bloom flowers, such 
as this one by Wild at Heart, add charm

unusual artisan cheeses such as a Tunworth 
or Morangie Brie, Lincolnshire Poacher or 
Kirkham’s Lancashire and Barkham Blue 
or Devon Blue.

At home, Miss Hirsh also likes to serve 
a Coulommiers, to which she adds truffles, 
on Christmas Day, and Windrush, a fresh 
goat’s-milk cheese from Oxfordshire that’s 
perfect with smoked fish, on Boxing Day.

Of course, festive entertaining is as much 

about fine drinking as it is about fine dining. 
Vicky Williams of wine merchant Berry 
Bros. & Rudd recommends the interesting 
Pierre Peters Extra Brut as the ideal Cham-
pagne to serve during the party season and 
on Christmas morning: ‘Pierre Peters is one of 
the most highly respected houses,’ she explains. 
‘This a special Champagne to enjoy with 
smoked salmon and scrambled eggs, as an 
aperitif or on its own.’ Another option, which 
she suggests for New Year’s Eve, is Jacques-
son Cuvée 737 Extra Brut. ‘It’s perfect for 
a special occasion and will work well with 
delicious canapés—such as smoked-salmon 
blinis—and salted almonds.’

Serve Port with Christmas pudding and 
mince pies—Miss Williams’ choice is the 
nutty William Pickering 20-year-old Tawny: 
‘A fabulous festive treat.’ However, Christ-
mas wouldn’t be Christmas without claret, 
so crack open a magnum—ideally of a com-
plex, rich 2004 Château Potensac from 
Médoc, says Miss Williams—and celebrate 
in style. 

’Tis the season to forget the diet and 
indulge yourself with Fortnum & Mason’s 
luxurious Nuts About Christmas pudding 
or the company’s Traditional Mince Pies. 
Serve with a nutty Tawny Port for the 
perfect finale

Fortnum & Mason’s Winter berries 
crackers can make things go with a bang 

Berry Bros & Rudd can help you choose the perfect tipple, such as this 2004 Château Potensac claret with lunch, a Champagne such 
as Jacquesson Cuvée 737 or Pierre Peters, both Extra Brut, with festive appetisers, rounded off with William Pickering Port
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The country-house market

Best buy Weybridge, Surrey. Set in an exclusive gated community, this six-bedroom 
family home includes a separate two-bedroom annexe. £6.25 million (01932 854400)

‘Next year is likely  
to be slightly cool, 

but in 2016, we’ll be 
really motoring’

WITH pressure steadily mount-
ing on London’s property 
prices, a growing number of 
house buyers is breathing 

new life into the country property market 
as they move to the regions in search of 
bigger homes and better value.

But who is driving this new market? ‘It’s  
a mixture of people,’ says George Amor, head 
of the country house department at Wink-
worth’s London headquarters. ‘On the one 
hand, the market in London has risen so much 
that owners of two- to three- bedroom flats 
in Fulham are suddenly realising they’re 
sitting on a million-pound property. Then, 
they read in COUNTRY LIFE how much more 
property they could get in the country if 
they’re prepared to take a train for an hour 
or so every day. On the other hand, some 
people are simply getting priced out of the 
capital, so they have to look further out.’

He explains that action in the country house 
property market is currently concentrated 
in the price bracket up to £1 million. ‘I had 
been hoping that the waves would be spread- 
ing a little more than they have. Properties 

priced up to £1 million or just above it have 
been doing very well, but the market for the 
£1.5 million mark and above has been  quiet.’

Another key driver of activity is location. 

Because most of the country house demand 
comes from commuters, house prices drop 
substantially beyond the last station with  
a one-hour journey time to London. The 
Surrey town of Haslemere is emblematic: it 
has the largest number of first-class season 
tickets on the entire rail network.

‘Being within striking distance of a train 
station is very important at the moment,’ 
Mr Amor says. Predictably, in towns with  
a good rail service, property prices are at 

their highest close to the station, especially 
those with plenty of affordable parking.

Oxford, from where the fastest train to 
Paddington takes 58 minutes, is a classic 
example of the influence of the commuter 
on property prices. ‘London always propels 
the market in Oxford because of the rail 
links,’ says Glyn Buckley of Winkworth 
Oxford. He reports that, generally, buyers 
in the Oxford area are looking for value: ‘As 
long as properties are priced realistically, 
they are selling. Purchasers are not pre-
pared to pay over the odds and properties 
must be priced accurately—getting  
it wrong by as little as 5% can make the 
difference between selling and not selling.’

However, country-house buyers tend to be 
moving up the property ladder and are less 
affected by the mortgage market. ‘They 
have bigger deposits, so, once the price is 
agreed, sales go through relatively quickly,’ 
Mr Buckley says. These more affluent buyers 
want houses that are as individual as they 
are. ‘The best-selling properties at the 
moment are converted buildings such as 
old pubs or barns, which have a bit of char-
acter and interest. Having an acre or so of 
land helps. Bog-standard boxes in villages 
are struggling.’

Across the county border in Berkshire, 
Ian Haines of Winkworth Newbury is also 
seeing the greatest amount of activity in the 
£1 million price bracket. ‘We’ve just sold  
a period farmhouse with nine acres for  
£1.5 million—that’s our most sought-after 
type of property.’ 

Much of the demand comes, of course, 
from London, but Mr Haines also has buy-
ers who are upsizing from properties just 
a few miles up the M4. ‘Junction 13 is the 
first properly rural junction on the M4 and 
we get a lot of people from Reading and 
Maidenhead who are looking for a bit more 
space around them, as well as better value.’

The countryside isn’t entirely populated 
by commuters, however. Many people still 
work the land and the agricultural market 
has remained strong, according to Ben 
Hamilton, Head of a new operation, 
Winkworth Rural, based in Devizes. ‘The 
farm and land markets haven’t really been 
hit at all over the recession,’ he notes. 
‘Prices have steadily risen because both 
people and institutions regard acreage as 
a safe bet. The returns aren’t huge, but 
they’re not going to lose money.’

Prices have now reached heady heights, 
according to Mr Hamilton: ‘Top-quality 
agricultural land is fetching £10,000 or 
more per acre, which is a large sum of 
money for farmland.’ However, he believes 
this is a plateau on which values will stay 
for a time.

The countryside 
revisited

With buyers starting to flow from London into the regions, 
the long-term prospects for the country-house market  

are good, finds Chris Partridge
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Apart from investors, much of the demand 
for land is fuelled by consolidation in the 
farming industry. Farmers can save huge 
sums of money by investing in ever-bigger 
and faster machinery, but the cost of the 
latest technology requires a larger acreage. 
‘There are farmers who can afford to buy 
neighbouring farms to get economies of 
scale,’ Mr Hamilton explains. ‘People travel 
a fair distance now between parcels of land 
—some fields may be 5–10 miles away.’

Winkworth Rural is a land-agency business, 
a new departure for a firm that has previ-

ously concentrated on the high street, but, at 
a time when land is in demand, it’s a move 
that makes a great deal of sense. ‘If a 
Winkworth office is selling a country house 
with a bit of land, rather than going outside 
for the land-management aspects, they can 
say they have a Winkworth expert who can 
come out and see you,’ advises Mr Hamilton. 

‘We will work on individual properties, 
farms and estates, offering expertise in 
landlord-and-tenant issues, rent collection, 
repairs, maintenance, project management, 
woodland and forestry advice, redevelop-

ment, planning permissions and all other 
aspects of making an estate work.’

And the company fully expects the country- 
house market to pick up in the future. 
Although the immediate prospects are quiet, 
the longer-term forecast looks excellent. 
‘There is a lot of uncertainty at the moment, 
with the proposed “mansion tax” and inter-
est rates will be very important,’ concludes 
Mr Amor. 

‘Next year is likely to be slightly cool 
because of the looming election, but, in 
2016, we’ll be really motoring.’ 

Best buy Long Wittenham, Oxford-
shire. This five-bedroom property enjoys 
excellent  transport links and access to the 
county’s schools. £750,000 (01865 511333)

Best buy Farnham, Surrey. Situated in 
the exclusive Moor Park area of Farnham, 
this six-bedroom house has a swimming-
pool complex. £2.5 million (01252 733042)

Best buy Burghclere, Hampshire. This 
attractive 1930s house boasts its own lake 
with lovely views to the North Hampshire 
Downs. £2.4 million (01635 552552)

Best buy Romsey, Hampshire. Who couldn’t imagine living in this beautiful four-bedroom property surrounded by lush gardens in 
a much sought-after area on the edge of the New Forest? Believed to date from 1823, the house has been expertly renovated while still 
retaining its original character. It also benefits from a detached one-bedroom annexe. £850,000 (01794 511911)
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DEANE, BASINGSTOKE £625,000 FREEHOLD 

This converted school building is impressive from every angle. It combines the old hall with the master’s cottage and subsequent extensions to 
provide a spacious house with striking architectural features that create a wonderfully atmospheric home. Set on the main road between Basingstoke 
and Overton, in the small hamlet of Deane, it’s surrounded on three sides by good-sized gardens and open farmland to the rear.

Three bedrooms | living/dining room | sitting room | kitchen/breakfast room | study/bedroom | shower room | bathroom | double garage | EPC rating F       

A CONVERTED SCHOOL 
WITH CHARACTER

winkworth.co.uk/basingstoke

01256 811730 | basingstoke@winkworth.co.uk
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HOCKLEY HOUSE, FAVERSHAM £800,000 FREEHOLD 

A complete departure from the daily grind, this magical 16th century home and its idyllic gardens lie off the beaten track, but remain within easy 
reach of Faversham and nearby amenities; tranquillity and convenience in equal measure. Sat in 0.75 acres of beautifully established gardens and 
with views across farmland, this three or four bedroom home has bright and open living spaces, scores of intriguing features and a garden studio.

Three or four bedrooms | four reception rooms | large kitchen/breakfast room | conservatory | garden | studio | 0.75 acres | beautiful views | area of outstanding 
natural beauty | Grade II listed | easy access to mainline station & A2/M2 corridor

AN HISTORIC GEM IN AN AREA  
OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY

winkworth.co.uk/canterbury

01227 456645 | canterbury@winkworth.co.uk

45_Canterbury_HarcourtHouse.indd   1 01/10/2014   17:04:20



020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

winkworth.co.uk/guildford

01483 339977 | guildford@winkworth.co.uk

HASCOMBE, SURREY, GU8 GUIDE PRICE £2,000,000 FREEHOLD

This secluded property, set in two acres, looks out across the rolling Surrey countryside, providing enviable views of the surrounding area. With 
planning permission in place to add a signi cant rear extension and expansi e gardens this is an excellent family home  nly a  minute dri e 
from Guildford, this house is easily within commuting distance of London.                            

Four bedrooms | two bathrooms | three reception rooms | kitchen | dining room | large garden | planning permission for rear extension  including games room and 
indoor swimming pool and additional bedrooms | EPC rating D

AN IDYLLIC HOME ON TWO ACRES 
WITH PERMISSION TO EXTEND
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CROOKHAM COMMON, BERKSHIRE RG19  £1,500,000 FREEHOLD 

Believed to date from around 1750; with later additions, the house is understood to have been used by the US military when planning the D Day 
landings. Now it’s a well loved family home with well proportioned rooms and high ceilings. The house sits privately in grounds of around 9.5 acres 
and is approached via a gravelled courtyard with a detached one bedroom annex, a large party barn with adjoining store rooms and two stables.

Five bedrooms | two bathrooms | drawing room | dining room | sitting room | snug/study | kitchen/breakfast room with AGA | boot room/utility | party barn |  
stables | one bedroom annex | 2.8 acre paddock | woodland | gardens | tennis court | in all around 9.5 acres | EPC rating E

A PRETTY PERIOD FARMHOUSE IN A PRIVATE 
YET ACCESSIBLE RURAL SETTING

winkworth.co.uk/newbury

01635 552552 | newbury@winkworth.co.uk
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KNIGHTS HILL, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE £824,990 FREEHOLD 

igni cantly impro ed y the current owners with no expense spared  this is one of those rare houses that is a genuine mo e in  en oy  
proposition yet retains scope to personalise to your own taste  et on an exclusi e de elopment of e indi idual properties  with iews across the 

orthamptonshire countryside and easy access to ma or transport routes  

i e dou le edrooms | master  guest suites air conditioned | sitting room | drawing room | morning room | study | itchen rea fast | three athrooms  incl  
sauna  wet room  acu i | utility | central acuum  multimedia systems | dou le garage with electric doors | landscaped grounds | countryside iews |  
peaceful location  |  rating  

AN IMMACULATE FAMILY HOME

winkworth.co.uk/northampton

01604 824854 | northampton@winkworth.co.uk
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winkworth.co.uk/oxford

01865 511333 | oxford@winkworth.co.uk

EAST HANNEY, OXFORDSHIRE £1,995,000 FREEHOLD

Situated at the edge of a thriving village within ideal commuting distance of both Oxford and London is this stylish Arts & Craft house built by 
Herring Homes. With a fantastic leisure complex, large garden and spacious interior, this property is ideal for entertaining both inside and out.                                                                                     

Five bedrooms | four reception rooms | four bathrooms | 6,936 sq ft in total | landscaped gardens | two annexes with en suites | swimming pool | spa complex | 
tennis court | off-street parking | double garage | in all approx 1.5 acres | EPC rating D

UNIQUE ARTS & CRAFTS  
INSPIRED HOUSE
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SEER GREEN, BEACONSFIELD £3,500,000 FREEHOLD 

pproached through a pri ate gated entrance  this contemporary home with e reception rooms offers ersatile li ing space perfect for entertaining  
ight floods into the grand reception hall through a central roof lantern and a sweeping staircase leads to the generous edrooms situated o er two 

floors  The property also oasts a separate detached staff annexe and triple garaging

Five reception rooms | itchen rea fast room | split-le el master edroom suite with twin dressing rooms and en suite athroom | e further edrooms three with 
en suites | family athroom | separate annexe accommodation | triple garage | grounds of approximately  acres | EPC rating B

DISTINCTIVE DOUBLE-FRONTED NEW  
HOME SET IN PRIVATE GARDENS

winkworth.co.uk/ e consfield

01494 677978 | e consfield@winkworth.co.uk
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OLD BASING, NR BASINGSTOKE £830,000 FREEHOLD 

This house is set on an ele ated site  e tting its position ad oining the th century arrison ateway to the ruins of asing ouse  xcellently 
positioned  it sits right in the heart of ld asing illage  which has an attracti e core of historical uildings and a range of small shops  three pu s 
and two schools oth rated as outstanding in their latest fsted reports

our edrooms | fth edroom nursery | family athroom  | ground floor shower | drawing room | sitting room | dining room | study  | itchen  | gardens |  
dri eway par ing |  rating 

SIGNIFICANT, HISTORIC, IMPOSING

winkworth.co.uk/basingstoke

01256 811730 | basingstoke@winkworth.co.uk
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BURBAGE, WILTSHIRE, SN8 £995,000 FREEHOLD 

This modern country house has een indi idually designed in a period style and arranged o er three floors  inished to a high speci cation  

this light and spacious family home is ust ten minutes from a mainline station  the town of arl orough and rst-class schooling for all ages

aster edroom with athroom and dressing room | three further bedrooms | family bathroom | guest bedroom suite | kitchen/breakfast room | drawing room | 
dining room | utility | family room | cloakroom | basement screening/play room | large green oa  arn with garaging and par ing for se eral ehicles and a large 
room above | oa  gated dri eway | gardens of circa one acre | EPC rating C

RURAL STYLE, 
MODERN COMFORT

winkworth.co.uk/devizes

01380 729777 | devizes@winkworth.co.uk
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PITT FARM, DEVON £1,500,000 FREEHOLD 

A south-facing 60 acre property in the Exe Valley, with panoramic views over rolling countryside, the River Exe and all the way to the Sidmouth Gap. 
ecently reno ated to pro ide spacious accommodation at ground and rst floor le el  and to ta e ad antage of the magni cent iews o er the xe 

Valley. The property has a comprehensive range of former barns and agricultural buildings, some of which have been extensively modernised and 
pro ide potential for a num er of uses  including e uestrian  of ce or ancillary accommodation  su ect to planning

Four double bedrooms | three large reception rooms | itchen with cream  | utility room and pantry | extensive loft space | 3252 sq ft |  
barns and garages | about 60 acres (24.3 hectares) | ring fenced land | privately situated | panoramic views of the Exe Valley  | EPC rating F

A SIXTY ACRE FARM IN THE EXE VALLEY

winkworth.co.uk/exeter

01392 271177 | exeter@winkworth.co.uk
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From shooting to geocaching, Lucy Higginson, 
the former editor of Horse & Hound magazine, revels 

in the many ways to enjoy the season outdoors

Winter in the country

S UMMER? It’s overrated. Honestly. 
The ground is too firm for canter-
ing, the dogs are beside themselves 
searching for shade after every 

walk, you’re barely allowed to shoot any-
thing and, instead of wearing figure-improv-
ing tweed, one is expected to come over all 
body conscious and wear short sleeves.

Roll on October, I say. Despite the fact 
that most properties for sale are photo-
graphed (for understandable reasons) in 
spring or summer, it really pays to con-
sider what winter will hold for you in 
a country house—after all, it can last a 
good seven months.

To answer this, you must of course con-
sider what different members of your family 
like to do. Enjoy shooting, beating or work-
ing a gundog? You’ll need a county peppered 
with shoots, which means it’s most likely 
hilly. Does someone in the family hunt? If 
so, how big and brave are they? Hunting 
has changed, and not just because of the 
new laws—these days, most hunts have 
a ‘mounted nanny’ to chaperone those who’d 
rather not jump anything too monstrous (or 
indeed, who’d rather not jump at all), 
although there isn’t much point in paying 
handsomely to follow a Formula 1 pack if 
you don’t want to put your foot to the floor.

That said, it isn’t essential to take up field 
sports to enjoy a rural winter. Ask me to 
choose between entertaining children in 
a cinema or leisure centre on a winter 
Saturday afternoon or going to gather and 
roast chestnuts (last winter’s crop was 
exceptional), and I know which I’d plump 

for. Ancient woodland is great for chest-
nuts—Stour Wood, in Manningtree, Essex, 
is a particularly good place to go foraging 
and, while you’re there, you can also enjoy 
a spot of bird watching.

The National Trust is also slowly growing 
wiser to the fact that we enjoy visiting coun-
try houses and estates in winter, too, and 
mothballing fewer properties, which is wel-
come news. Some of the Trust’s best 
gardens really come alive in frosty weather 
—Anglesey Abbey in Cambridgeshire, 
Stowe in Buckinghamshire and Mottisfont 
in Hampshire spring to mind—and are the 
perfect place to enjoy a bracing walk, after 
which you will want to head straight for 
a cup of tea and a good meal.

I can vouch from long personal experi-
ence that even the most vile winter 
weather can be survived if there’s a good 
place to eat nearby to reward the hardy 
after a cold, wet walk or ride. A good array 
of pubs, independent cafes and farmshops-
cum-tea shops can really help make those 
Sundays special when houselights (or 
waterproofs) are required pretty much all 
day. It’s a brilliant—and valid—excuse to 
eat your way round the local hostelries 
before defining where to look for your new 
country property.

But most major winter events in the coun-
tryside revolve around exhilarating races 
and point-to-points. The most traditional 
of point-to-point races takes place on 
Boxing Day in the New Forest, in which 
riders and ponies can take any route they 
want to reach the finish line from a starting 

point that’s kept secret until just before the 
race begins. You can also find other races 
to attend by looking up the fixture list on 
www.britishhorseracing.com.

If all this sounds a little too 18th century, 
there also are more high-tech ways of enli-
vening winter in the countryside, such as 
the increasingly popular and surprisingly 
addictive geocaching. Taking part is easy: 
you use a GPS to hunt out amusing little 
‘treasure boxes’ tucked away in hidden 
locations across the countryside. Once you 
find a box, you can take one of the items 
stored in the cache—often small toys, stick-
ers, or stationery—so long as you leave one 
of your own in exchange (see www.gagb.
org.uk for more details).

But if downtime in the countryside for 
you is all about switching off electronic 
devices and getting into the fresh air, here 
are three counties where you can make the 
most of the chilly weather the traditional way.

www.winkworth.co.uk54 Winkworth, Winter 2014

WINKWORTH 14.2 Winter p r it  R .indd   54 27/09/2014   17:0



Cracking winter 
counties

Sussex
Sussex is an area with excellent rail links 
to London, obviously, but is gloriously 
beautiful in every season, too. Unlike 
Devon and Surrey, Sussex’s softer hills lend 
themselves well to tobogganing, my 
personal tip for Britain’s next big winter-
sport diversification (surely it’s got to be 
only a matter of time until farmers start 
fitting button lifts?).

The South Downs are home to some 
famously good shooting, such as the 
renowned Angmering shoot, and Sussex, 
home of Goodwood and Hickstead, is also 

hugely horsey, with three racecourses 
and six hunts. 

Best of all, Sussex is also the bonfire 
capital of Britain, with many thousands of 
people attending these events and it boasts 
a 10-week long bonfire season, no less.

Surrey
Some people dismiss Surrey as the county 
where stockbrokers recharge themselves 
and their iPads, but hear me out. Surrey 
has surprisingly good countryside and is 
very well supplied with equestrian centres. 
There’s decent shooting and, although you 
will probably want to explore neighbouring 
Sussex and Hampshire to find the widest 
range, Bisley has internationally renowned 
shooting facilities, open year round. 
But where the county really scores really 

highly is for its winter racing at Kempton, 
Sandown and Lingfield, including some 
of the winter season’s showpiece races, 
such as the King George at Sandown on 
Boxing Day.

Devon (and  Dorset)
Although this is everyone’s favourite summer 
destination, you can’t really fault Devon and 
Dorset—or the West Country as a whole—
in winter either. The region is crammed 
with hunts, shoots, and a rich array of cafes, 
country restaurants and pubs, as well as 
plenty of well-kept footpaths. 

Cheltenham racecourse, which hosts 
five excellent race meetings through the 
autumn and winter, including the hugely 
popular Countryside Raceday on November 
14, is an easy day trip. 
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Pretty enough to star on your own Christmas cards: when you fall in love with a house, don’t forget to consider what it’ll look like in 
all seasons and the local Winkworth office can offer a great deal of local knowledge and expertise to help you make the most of it
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020 7871 0589 | grantham@winkworth.co.uk

winkworth.co.uk/grantham

HARROWBY, GRANTHAM £775,000 FREEHOLD

An exceptional gated property with leisure facilities, occupying an outstanding private position on the edge of Harrowby where far-reaching 
panoramic iews pro ide an idyllic ac drop  The house comprises of e spacious dou le edrooms  gym  sauna  and a pri ate pu  xternally 
the property enjoys spectacular country house gardens, an eco pond and a paddock of approximately two acres.

Five spacious double bedrooms | e ath  shower rooms | two elegant reception rooms | gym & sauna | private pub |  
triple garage with studio over spectacular country house gardens | walled herb garden | eco pond | approx two acres |  rating 

AN OUTSTANDING COUNTRY HOUSE  
WITH PRIVATE LEISURE FACILITIES 

020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

WINTHORPE, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE PRICE ON APPLICATION FREEHOLD 

ating from around  inthorpe all is a magni cent rade  listed property which pro ides around  s  ft of accommodation  
inthorpe all has great potential and scope for alternati e uses and sits in  acres with a further  acres of woodland also a aila le

Twenty eight edrooms | three reception rooms | numerous ancillary rooms and cellars | itchen | conser atory | three acres | three miles from ewar  |  
 minutes y rail to ondon ings ross

MAJESTIC GRANDEUR WITH 
COMMERCIAL POTENTIAL

winkworth.co.uk/newark

01636 611666 | newark@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

THE HOLT, GRANTHAM £825,000 FREEHOLD 

This splendid farmhouse is beautifully situated in an enviable rural position. Distant countryside views provide an ideal backdrop for the 
equestrian lifestyle set in approx six acres. the Belvoir Hunt, the Cottesmore Hunt and Arena UK are located within 20 miles. Grantham station is 
just eight miles away and it’s only 65 minutes to London Kings Cross.

Main Property: Master suite with dressing room | three further bedrooms | three character reception rooms | outstanding nglenoo  replace | private study | 
conservatory | family kitchen | boot room | EPC rating E

Equestrian Facilities: Four stables with tack room | four additional boxes | washroom with hot water | enclosed menage | holding paddock | approx six acres 

A LARGE FARMHOUSE  
WITH EQUESTRIAN FACILITIES

winkworth.co.uk/grantham

01483 339 977 | grantham@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

CHOBHAM, WOKING, SURREY GU24 GUIDE PRICE £4,000,000 FREEHOLD

A rare property with an interesting history spanning world wars and royalty. The house is accessed via a private road and electric gate system and 
commands the highest point in the area, giving the property outstanding views from the reception rooms and roof-terrace. With a commute from 
nearby Woking to Waterloo taking only 21 mins, this is an excellent prospect for commuters.

Ten double bedrooms  | e reception rooms | six bathrooms | self-contained staff annexe | large private roof tarrace | heated swimming pool | paddocks |  
modern tennis court | outbuildings | lake | EPC rating G

A FINE COUNTRY MANOR WITH 
LOTS OF HISTORY SET IN EIGHT ACRES

winkworth.co.uk/guildford

01483 339977 | guildford@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

BOARSTALL, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  £1,999,950 FREEHOLD 

This contemporary architect-designed barn conversion dates back to the 18th century and is set deep in beautiful Buckinghamshire countryside 
with stunning panoramic views of Brill and beyond. With paddocks extending to approximately 3¼ acres, this would make either the ideal private 
weekend retreat or a comfortable and stylish family home.

Master bedroom with dressing room and en suite | three further en suite bedrooms | bespoke kitchen with glazed wall | large reception room with vaulted ceiling | 
study | games room/potential annexe | private courtyard garden | 4,230 sq ft  | triple carport with planning to extend | EPC rating D

COUNTRY LIVING
WITH CITY STYLE

winkworth.co.uk/oxford

01865 511333 | oxford@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

FAIRWARP, EAST SUSSEX £1,950,000 FREEHOLD 

Enjoy the tranquillity and beauty of the famous Ashdown Forest whilst entertaining your family and friends in this eclectic home, resplete with 
modern attri utes including underfloor heating  solid oa  eams and feature replaces  or ama ing wal s or riding o er the shdown orest ust 
open your front door and step out

Six bedrooms | e reception rooms | four bathrooms | swimming pool | separate annexe with itchenette  shower | well-screened gardens of almost an acre | 
par ing and garage facilities | EPC rating E

A CONTEMPORARY HOME WITH  
VIEWS OF THE ASHDOWN FOREST

winkworth.co.uk/lewes

01273 471471 | lewes@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

HILL BROW, HAMPSHIRE £1,000,000 FREEHOLD 

A beautifully presented detached period house with a fantastic contemporary feel, situated in Hill Brow on the fringe of Farther Common. The garage 
has now een con erted into a wonderfully practical home of ce and utility room whilst there are numerous out uildings within the grounds to 
house garden equipment and bikes etc.

Master bedroom with en suite bathroom & dressing room | three further bedrooms | family bathroom | triple aspect sitting room | dining room | study | kitchen / 
breakfast room | reception hall | cloakroom | pantry | home of ce | off-street parking | gardens of 0.534 acre | EPC rating D

AN ELEGANT FAMILY HOUSE 
WITH A NEW ENGLAND TWIST

winkworth.co.uk/petersfield

01730 267274 | petersfield@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

STANTON ST. JOHN, OXFORDSHIRE OX33  £1,495,000 FREEHOLD 

An idyllic country retreat within easy access of the city. Situated in a conservation area and set back from the road in the heart of the village on a 
plot of approximately 0.8 acres, this is a beautifully positioned rural home. The cottage was originally built in 1840 and in 2008 was sympathetically 
restored with exacting attention to detail.

Three bedrooms | two reception rooms | two bathrooms | self-contained annexe with kitchen and shower room | attractive gardens with water frontage |  
walled garden | garage | EPC rating C

THE QUINTESSENTIAL ENGLISH 
COUNTRY COTTAGE

winkworth.co.uk/oxford

01865 511333 | oxford@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

winkworth.co.uk/tunbridge-wells

01892 519600 | twells@winkworth.co.uk

COWDEN, KENT £1,395,000 FREEHOLD

This beautiful barn conversion and outbuildings is arranged around three sides of a sunny south-facing courtyard. A fantastic country home ideal 
for a family, it has extensive equestrian facilities and sits in an elevated position with views over its 25 acres of grounds and the surrounding 
countryside. This home is conveniently located between Tunbridge Wells and East Grinstead and within 15 miles of Gatwick and the M25.

Five/six bedrooms | four e reception rooms | three bathrooms | kitchen/breakfast room | second kitchen | outbuildings including studio | ménage |  
stabling with tack room and hay store | gardens | 4,500 sq ft | 25 acres | EPC rating F

A CLASSIC COUNTRY HOME 
WITHIN 15 MILES OF THE M25
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

EXTON, HAMPSHIRE, SO32 £895,000 FREEHOLD 

In the heart of the pretty village of Exton, a Grade II listed detached cottage oozing character and charm with delightful gardens,  
garaging and parking.

Four bedrooms | family bathroom | en suite shower room | mezzanine | sitting room | dining room | sun room | study | kitchen/breakfast room |  
utility room | cloakroom | garage with store above | separate of ce | wine store | garden | approx 0.51 acres

QUINTESSENTIAL CHARM

winkworth.co.uk/petersfield

01730 267274 | petersfield@winkworth.co.uk

65_Petersfield_Mariners.indd   1 01/10/2014   17:21:28



020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

OATLANDS CHASE, WEYBRIDGE  £1,395,000 FREEHOLD 

 choice of three eautifully designed  rand-new  spacious and well considered family homes with a super  uality speci cation and nish   This 
small gated de elopment is set in a con enient and desira le location within wal ing distance of alton station and the local shops

Four bedrooms | three bathrooms | three reception rooms | kitchen/dining room | guest cloakroom | landscaped garden | parking for two cars | EPC rating B
Note: Interior photos taken from show home

THREE CONTEMPORARY  
COMMUTER HOMES 

winkworth.co.uk/weybridge

01932 834661 | weybridge@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

OWSLEBURY, HAMPSHIRE  £785,000 FREEHOLD 

Truly special and uni ue  this eautiful cottage with annexe has een designed and nished to a high standard y the current owners  itting amidst 
rolling countryside  the setting is gorgeous  particularly as it affords excellent iews o er its own land amounting to some e acres  The older  main 
cottage is approx  years old and has een extended to add comforta le accommodation  The newer annexe was created from former garages to 
pro ide well-appointed extra accommodation - perfect for isiting relati es

Two edrooms | two athrooms | two reception rooms | kitchen | annexe | garage | ample off road par ing | e acres | EPC rating D

IDYLLIC COUNTRY LIVING

winkworth.co.uk/winchester

01962 866777 | winchester@winkworth.co.uk
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020 7871 0589 | countryhouse@winkworth.co.uk

GOUDHURST, KENT  £1,950,000 FREEHOLD 

The most beautiful country house set in an idyllic rural position with panoramic views over the surrounding Kent countryside with attractive gardens, 
garaging and outbuildings together with 31 acres of pasture, situated within the Cranbrook School catchment area.

Sitting room | kitchen/breakfast room | dining room | study | snug | utility room | four bedrooms | bathroom | shower room | three double garages |  
outbuilding/snooker room | garden | 31 acres | 3218 sq ft of living space | 2001 sq ft of outbuildings | EPC Rating C

PANORAMIC VIEWS OF 
THE KENT COUNTRYSIDE

winkworth.co.uk/tunbridge-wells

01892 519600 | twells@winkworth.co.uk
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Prepping for winter
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MATTHEW  SLOCOMBE, Direc-
tor of the Society for the Pro- 
tection of Ancient Buildings 
(SPAB), has no doubt: ‘Regular 

maintenance can help homeowners save 
money. If you catch a problem early on, it’s 
usually quite simple and relatively cheap to 
remedy.’ And there’s another important rea-
son for homeowners to be vigilant: ‘A 
well-maintained home will keep its value.’

This is a good time to give your house an 
MOT because the parts of a building that 
are not functioning properly usually reveal 
themselves in winter. You should start by 
checking that the items needing an annual 
service, such as the boiler and chimney, 
have had theirs carried out or scheduled. 

Indeed, says Edward Foley, Director of 
Winkworth’s Wimbledon office, next year, 
you may even want to start thinking about 
heating well before the onset of autumn.  
‘A tip passed on by the engineer who serv-
ices our boiler is to run it a couple of times 
during summer, just for half an hour, to 
make sure it’s still working and ready for 
when the colder weather comes.’

Although anything to do with boilers or 
chimneys is best left to the professionals, 
there are other tasks that property owners 
can carry out themselves. Architect Sara 
Crofts advises that ‘you should develop the 
habit of looking critically at your building 
as often as you can and, at the very least, 
aim to inspect all of the essential areas 
once during the year and inspect vulnerable 
areas after heavy rain, wind or snow.’

Mr Foley recommends checking the  
guttering at the end of autumn, after the fall 
of leaves has ended: ‘This is best done dur-
ing or immediately after heavy rain because 
that’s when problems are normally most 
visible. Otherwise, look for tell-tale signs, 
such as a build-up of algae around gutters.’

SPAB takes the matter of guttering so 
seriously it’s instituted National Gutters 
Day, which this year falls on November 28. 
The charity’s advice is to remove any 
plants, leaves and silt from the gutters and 
to work out where these are coming from, 
as it might be a good preventative measure 
to prune back nearby trees, eliminate vege-
tation growing on the house itself or to fit 
leaf guards to some gutters.

One good tip is to use a hand mirror to 
look behind rainwater pipes because cracks 
in old cast-iron and aluminium pipes often 
occur there and aren’t easily noticed. Always 
refix gutters that are sloping the wrong way 
or discharging water onto the wall and 
examine gullies and drains to make sure 
these are running freely.

Roof areas should be inspected to check 
that the tiles are still in place and no water 
is getting in, and that soffits and fascia 
boards are in a good state. You can do so 
from the outside, either by climbing a ladder 
or, more comfortably, using binoculars or 
a camera with a good zoom lens. The latter 
not only gives a close-up view of the roof, 
but also a record you can check later. 

Alternatively, the roof’s weatherproofing 
can be checked from inside by going into 
the attic and looking for unwelcome chinks 
of light or damp patches.

Make sure water pipes are lagged, espe-
cially in unheated areas and, if you’re shut- 
ting up a house for a period during winter, 
leave background heating on or drain the 
hot and cold water system. There is no need 
to drain the central-heating system as long 
as it’s been treated with anti-freeze.

Unplug unnecessary devices. ‘Nearly all 
electrical and electronic appliances can safely 
be turned off at the socket without upsetting 
their systems,’ explains Jack Melling of the 
Energy Saving Trust, ‘and a typical house-
hold could save between £45 and £80 a year 
by turning off appliances left on standby.’

Mr Melling also advises that, unless your 
home is new, ‘you’re likely to be losing heat 
through draughts around doors and windows, 
perhaps up a chimney and through a host 
of little gaps around the house. Buy some 
draughtproofing for these doors and windows, 
seal other draughty gaps with silicone sealant, 
and fit a chimney draught excluder or 
sealed fire guards’.

It’s useful to keep torches easily to hand 
in case of fuses blowing or power cuts—
wind-up ones solve the need to maintain work- 
ing batteries in them—and keep a stock of 
spare lightbulbs. And while you’re doing 
your winter maintenance, says Mr Foley, 
don’t forget the outside: ‘Tidy up the garden 
and give the lawn its final cut.’ 

‘Run the boiler 
briefly during 

summer to make 
sure it’s working’
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From checking the gutters to inspecting the roof, now is the time  
to ensure your property is weatherproof, says Roderick Easdale

Get ready for winter
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Lower prices and a favourable exchange rate are 
combining to make the international market attractive 

once again to British buyers, finds Carla Passino

The return  
of the British

MOVEMENT, at last—after a few 
difficult years, the inter-
national market is seeing signs 
of recovery as second-home 

buyers finally get off the fence. ‘People are 
ready to move on,’ believes David King of 
Winkworth’s International Sales Depart-
ment. The British economy is growing, so 
homegrown buyers feel more confident than 
they have at any point in the past six years. 

‘Their money isn’t earning a lot in their 
bank accounts and this makes them more 
likely to say “Why not put our £400,000 in 
a foreign house? Let’s buy something we can 
enjoy”,’ says Mr King. And there are plenty 
of opportunities to be grasped. The pound 
has strengthened against the Euro and that 
in itself makes Eurozone properties look 
better value, but actual prices are also more 
affordable than in the past five years.

Take France, for example. ‘Values have 
dropped by about 20%,’ explains Mr King. 
‘The vendors of properties that have been 
on the market for a couple of years are pre-
pared to negotiate and those who are 
putting their houses up for sale now are 
pricing them realistically.’

Competition from other buyers is also 
relatively scarce. In France, domestic and 
international demand have traditionally 
converged on the same areas—Paris, the 
Côte d’Azur, the Alps—but, now, the French are 
largely absent. ‘There is a general malaise, 
with an unpopular president and the economy 
in a deflationary cycle, and this isn’t encour- 
aging the French to do much, so prices are 
likely to remain flat,’ notes Mr King.

With buyers from the Eastern bloc also thin 
on the ground, the British are only having to 
face off the Belgians and the Dutch to pick up 
a French bargain. Winkworth, for example,  is 
asking €2.49 million—just above £2 million 
—for a beautifully converted 17th-century 
coaching inn in the village of Le Paradou, 

International market

‘When it comes to 
second homes across 

Europe, you’re in  
a buyer’s market’

Best buy Lucca, Italy. This beautiful 19th-century five-bedroom villa enjoys pano-
ramic views over the neighbouring vineyards. It comes with almost four acres of land, 
including its own olive grove, and a pergola for alfresco dining. €2 million (020–7870 7181)

Les Alpilles, which has five bedrooms and 
a striking stone-vaulted reception area in 
the main house, plus a separate guest suite 
and an outdoor pool, all set in pretty land-
scaped gardens (020–7870 7181; www.
winkworth-international.com).

Similarly, in Switzerland, Russian and 
former CIS buyers have virtually vanished, 
leaving the field open to the affluent Bel-
gians and wealthy French looking for better, 
more economically robust pastures. ‘The 
Russians and the Ukrainians are out: as well 
as the political turmoil and rocky economies 
in their own countries, it’s increasingly diffi-
cult for them to get foreign loans—plus the 
Swiss government has made it very hard for 
them to get residency,’ explains Mr King.

By contrast, he adds, it’s much easier for 
Eurozone buyers to become Swiss residents 
and many of them are flocking to Geneva and 
its leafy suburbs—places such as Cologny 
or Vésenaz, where houses are always highly 
sought-after. He’s currently offering a large 
town house with six bedrooms and a beauti- 
ful garden in Cologny, 10 minutes from 
Geneva’s centre, which enjoys panoramic 
views of Lac Leman and the Jura moun-
tains. Price is on application to Winkworth 
International (contact details as above).

Although Switzerland has tightened up 
residency requirements for non-Eurozone 
buyers, Portugal has loosened them—and 
the move is starting to reap benefits. Intro-
duced in 2012, the so-called Golden Visa 
scheme allows foreign investors to obtain 
Portuguese residency if they spend €500,000 
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Best buy Algarve, Portugal. On the 
sought-after Clube Atlantico, this five-
bedroom villa has a striking large roof 
terrace. €1.75 million (00 351 282 356 952)

Best buy Les 
Alpilles, France. This 
17th-century former 
coach house has been 
charmingly restored to 
combine modern 
comforts with its his- 
toric features. It has 
lush gardens and five 
bedrooms plus a guest 
suite with its own 
terrace. €2.49 million 
(020–7870 7181)

or more on a property. As a result, growing 
numbers of overseas buyers, particularly 
from China, are snapping up homes across 
the country.

The Chinese have a marked preference 
for new-builds and urban destinations, so 
it remains to be seen whether their arrival 
will have a knock-on effect on the villa market 
in which Winkworth operates and many 
British buyers move, but, comments Mr 
King, ‘it’s certainly had a positive impact 
on Portuguese property as a whole’.

In any case, activity in the Algarve villa 
sector is picking up of its own accord. 
Buyers, says Mary Mangan, Managing Dir-
ector of Winkworth Portugal, mainly hail 
from the UK and Scandinavia, with the odd 
bidder from Ireland, plus a number of 
British expatriates who want to return to 
Europe, but not to the UK, ‘mainly because 
of the climate’. Some of these people have 
been watching the Algarve for a while and 
are making their move now, ‘because they rec- 
ognise that prices have reached the bot-
tom,’ adds Mrs Mangan.

In her view, the renaissance of the local 
rental market is an added attraction. ‘In the 
past few years, most of the properties we 
sold went to people who were relocating or 
retiring here. But, in the past 12 months, 
we’ve seen the return of buyers who want 
to spend some time in the Algarve and let 
their property for the rest of the year.’

Demand is strongest for homes priced 
between €200,000 and €450,000 (about 
£158,000 to £356,000). ‘We have a number 

of sales in this bracket every month,’ says 
Mrs Mangan. She explains that, for that 
budget, you get a substantial property that’s 
also good quality and usually easy to let. 
As an example, she mentions a sale agreed 
on a ‘very nice’ three-bedroom villa with  
a swimming pool very close to Carvoeiro 
with an asking price of €400,000 (about 
£316,000), which drew a number of view-
ings. ‘We’re seeing more pressure on the 
market, so I think we we’ll soon see some 
rise in prices.’

Italy also offers better value than it has 
in the recent past, chiefly because its per-
sistently weak economy has led to a decrease 
in both sales and prices. As a result, says 
Mr King, here, much like in France, ‘vendors 
are more open to negotiation’. Even in Tus-
cany, where sellers have notoriously been 
resistant to price reductions, preferring 
instead to hang on to their properties until 
rosier times, people are now more flexible. 

This means that ‘you can get far more prop-
erty for your money,’ according to Mr King. 
He’s seeking €2 million (about £1.6 million) 
for a 19th-century, panoramic villa with an 
olive grove, a swimming pool, a pergola 
and 3.9 acres of land, situated just 7½ miles 
from Lucca.

The truth, Mr King concludes, is that, 
‘when it comes to second homes across 
Europe, you’re in a buyer’s market’, making 
this as good a time to buy as ever. ‘There 
are great deals to be had in the immediate 
future and, one day, it will be too late. The 
European markets will inevitably pick up 
at some point—they have always done and 
will always do so.’ 
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There’s gain in Spain
After years in the doldrums, the prop-
erty market in the Costa del Sol is finally 
starting to recover. ‘Spain suffered a lot 
more than, say, France, possibly because 
the second-home market there is so 
much more foreign-led,’ says Mr King. 
‘However, now there’s so much property 
on the market that you can really get a 
bargain and this is beginning to draw 
buyers. Some areas, such as the Costa 
Blanca, may have a way to go yet, but 
the Costa del Sol is starting to turn.’

So encouraging are the signs that 
Winkworth is opening a new office in 
Guadalmina, in San Pedro de Alcántara, 
near Marbella. British buyers are ready 
to return to the Costa del Sol and being 
able to rely on an established company 
like Winkworth will boost their trust in 
the area’s potential. ‘We think it’s the 
right time for this office,’ comments Mr 
King. ‘We’re confident that correctly 
priced properties on the Costa del Sol 
will sell well.’
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LOT, FRANCE €1,155,000 REF L4658

A fairytale French château with a swimming pool, tower and plenty of room for guests. Dating from the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries, this is a 
wonderful mix of period styles, each complimenting the other.  Offering about 670 sq m of accommodation and further unrestored rooms/cellars, 
there is scope for a future owner to make their mark.

Nine bedrooms | seven bathrooms | two dining rooms | two dining rooms | library | swimming pool | chapel | wine cellars

TIMELESS BEAUTY

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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LUCCA, TUSCANY, ITALY €2,200,000 REF II5006

A very private rural villa dating back to the 18th century with beautiful views over the Lucca hills. The property is surrounded by seven hectares of land 
with a swimming pool and olive grove. Pisa international airport is approximately 40 minutes away.

Nine bedrooms | three bathrooms | three reception rooms | swimming pool

RELAXATION IN THE 
WINE REGION

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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LOT, FRANCE €795,000 REF L4909

A superb traditional stone-built country house in a secluded location surrounded by its own land.

Four bedrooms | e athrooms | li ing room dining room | swimming pool | wood urning sto e | arn studio

A FULLY RESTORED 
PERIOD COUNTRY HOUSE

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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CAP D’AIL, COTE D’AZUR, FRANCE PRICE ON APPLICATION REF HIN679

In an exceptional position at the water’s edge sits this Californian-style villa. Built on three levels, the property is ideal for entertaining with its 

expansive reception rooms and sun-terraces.

Six bedrooms | six bathrooms | two reception rooms | two equipped kitchens | dining area | of ce | gym | electric gates | air-conditioned throughout 

A CALIFORNIAN-STYLE  
VILLA ON THE CAP D’AIL

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King 
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int

TARN ET GARONNE, FRANCE €1,500,000  REF L4912

A delightful Maison de Maître in a peaceful location on 12 acres of private land. Following a full restoration, the house is an inviting place to 
entertain guests with its outside dining spaces, guest annexe and 12 metre swimming pool. 

Ten bedrooms | eight bathrooms | tennis court | heated swimming pool 12m x 6m | wine cellar | oil- red central heating | caretaker’s cottage | guest annexe | 
garage | e hectares | Bergerac Airport approx 90km | EPC rating C

EXCEPTIONAL DOMAINE  
IN THE QUERCY BLANC
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VILLEFRANCHE, ALPES-MARITIMES, FRANCE €4,500,000 REF HRE1149

A contemporary villa discreetly located on the heights of Villefranche with a fantastic panorama over St-Jean-Cap-Ferrat and the sea. This stunning 

property has een completely refur ished with rst class ttings throughout  The garden le el offers a large reception room with an open plan 

kitchen and en suite bedroom, all opening onto a vast terrace and outside living space around the swimming pool. 

Five bedrooms | e athrooms | reception room | swimming pool | accommodation for staff | two car garage | home cinema area

SLEEK WATERFRONT HOME 
WITH SEA VIEWS

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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DORDOGNE, FRANCE €950,000 REF L4792

A beautiful property comprising 22 hectares of land surrounding an attractive group of converted farm buildings. This unique complex consists of a 
principal four bedroom farmhouse and two gites in the converted barn.

Eight bedrooms | e athrooms | kitchen | living room |  garage | two swimming pools | 22 hectares of land

GITE COMPLEX 
IN THE DORDOGNE

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King 
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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TARN ET GARONNE, FRANCE €995,000 REF L4853

Charming and beautifully presented château with 15th century origins set in 1.9 hectares of private grounds. The property provides far-reaching 
views, and offers approximately 460 sq m of accommodation.

Seven bedrooms | e athrooms | dining room | drawing room  | seven bathrooms | study | swimming pool | barn

A MAJESTIC CHATEAU 
SET IN ROLLING GROUNDS

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King 
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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SAINT REMY DE PROVENCE, LES ALPILLES, FRANCE €1,876,000 REF AA5129

This traditional Mas has a spacious interior of 500 sq m, a wealth of original architectural features and good ceiling heights. Set in the middle of 
private parkland of three hectares, the property is both tranquil and private. 

Six bedrooms | six bathrooms | two reception rooms | swimming pool | olive grove | orchard | guest house | staff accommodation | 3 hectares

AUTHENTIC MAS NEAR THE 
HEART OF ST REMY

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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LOT, FRANCE, €756,000 REF L4800

A superb, fully-restored 19th century Maison de Maître with pool, outbuildings with a partly converted two bedroom  

apartment and a small vineyard.

Nine bedrooms | four bathrooms | wine cellar | orangery | garage

A CHARMING MAISON DE MAÎTRE 
ON TWO ACRES OF PRIVATE LAND

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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EYGALIÈRES, LES ALPILLES, FRANCE €3,300,000 REF AA5294

An elegantly restored 18th century farmhouse, privately set in beautiful grounds of three hectares. This lovely home provides panoramic views of the 
Alpilles, offers generous family accommodation and is ideally suited to entertaining.

Five bedrooms | e shower athrooms | three reception rooms | large contemporary itchen dining room | dining room | library | TV room and study |  
guest apartment | landscaped grounds of three hectares | 470 sq m of accommodation | 16 x 7 m pool | pool house

REFINED CONTEMPORARY LIVING
WITH 18TH CENTURY CHARM

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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VILLEFRANCHE, COTE D’AZUR, FRANCE PRICE ON APPLICATION REF HIN528

Located in a secured residential domain close to the centre of Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat. This superb contemporary property offers one of the most 
exceptional views over the sea, from Cap Ferrat and Nice to the Esterel mountains. 

Four bedrooms | four bathrooms | three reception rooms | private driveway | lift | dining room | kitchen | wine cellar | steam room | home cinema | study |  
swimming pool | landscaped garden | children’s pool | jacuzzi | summer kitchen

ABSOLUTE LUXURY 
INSIDE AND OUT

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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VILLEFRANCHE, COTE D’AZUR, FRANCE €4,800,000 REF HRE1065

A superb traditional style villa, well-located between the forest and the sea, with exceptional views across the bay of Villefranche to  
Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat. The property has been entirely renovated and modernised to the highest standards throughout.

Four bedrooms | four bathrooms | reception room | air conditioning | heated swimming pool | parking

RENOVATED FAMILY HOME OVERLOOKING 
THE PRETTIEST BAY ON THE FRENCH RIVIERA

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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EYGALIÈRES, LES ALPILLES, FRANCE PRICE ON APPLICATION REF AA5251

Excellently located in the heart of the Alpilles, this elegant manor house has been designed in the 18th century style by a renowned architect and is 
set amidst vineyards and olive groves in the countryside lying around 2 kms to the west of the sought-after village of Eygalières. There are wonderful 
walks around the property and easy access to the amenities of the village, as well as excellent transport routes to Avignon TGV, the motorway and 
the airports at Marseille, Avignon and Nîmes.

Six bedrooms | e athrooms | three reception rooms | swimming pool | pool house | outbuildings | plot size: 5730 sq m

A BRIGHT, SPACIOUS AND 
ELEGANT MANOR HOUSE

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int

85_AA5251.indd   1 01/10/2014   17:47:17



CUCURON, LUBERON, FRANCE PRICE ON APPLICATION REF HH690

estled at the ottom of the rand u eron  is this magni cently restored th century property in a out  hectares  This property has a li ing 
space of approx  s  m on two le els  This home is complemented y a guesthouse of a out  s  m comprising open itchen and li ing room  

edroom and athroom

ix edrooms | six athrooms | three reception rooms | guest house | summer itchen | swimming pool | electric entrance gates | garage | gym | terrace

A MAGNIFICENTLY RESTORED  
17TH CENTURY PROPERTY

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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ST REMY DE PROVENCE, LES ALPILLES, FRANCE PRICE ON APPLICATION REF AA5169

An exquisite private estate in the heart of the Alpilles. This beautifully restored XVIII century Mas is surrounded by 6.5 hectares of lovely 
Mediterranean grounds, including a swimming pool, olive grove and sun terrace and is only moments away from Saint-Rémy-de-Provence. 
This is a superb property.

ix edrooms  e athrooms  four reception rooms  orangerie  guest house  guardian s house  pool house  swimming pool  oli e gro e  woodland   rating 

A QUINTESSENTIALLY PERFECT ESTATE
IN A VERY PRIVILEGED LOCATION

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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ST. REMY DE PROVENCE, ALPILLES, FRANCE €1,520,000 REF AA3828

Close to the centre of St Rémy, this house is full of character and though in need of updating, the original wooden doors and stonework lend an 
authentic base from which to create a lovely family home. 

Three bedrooms | two bathrooms | two reception rooms | studio with en suite | orchard | olive grove | 1.7 hectares

AN EARLY 19TH CENTURY 
FARMHOUSE IN A TRANQUIL SETTING

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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LA CLUSAZ, ARAVIS, FRANCE €3,244,500

A recently renovated farmhouse in the Aravis Valley. Located next to the pistes and lifts with fabulous panoramic views, this is the perfect family 
holiday home  The chalet has een run as a successful e-star holiday s i lodge for the last e years and offers great usiness potential

ight edrooms | eight athrooms | four reception rooms | massage room | hot tub | garage with heated dri eway | BBQ area

AN EXCEPTIONAL CHALET WITH
A PROVEN BUSINESS PROPOSITION

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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CHAMONIX, HAUTE SAVOIE, FRANCE €1,980,000

The chalet is set down a quiet road with quick access to the centre of Les Houches and the nearby shops. The mature garden with fruit trees is south-
facing and has ne iews of the mountains including the ru  a erte and the iguille du idi  There is plenty of par ing for se eral ehicles as well 
as a double garage. 

Six bedrooms | six bathrooms | two reception rooms | fully tted and e uipped itchen with rea fast ar | dining area with access to the balcony | garage |  
gardens with automatic irrigation | permission to extended by 45 sq m

A TRADITIONAL CHALET WITH 
MAGNIFICENT VIEWS OF MONT BLANC

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King 
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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LA CLUSAZ, ARAVIS, FRANCE €2,575,000

 magni cent luxury chalet of  s  m in a south-facing pri ate encla e of six  The chalet has reathta ing iews of the m ra is mountain 
range in the fast-rising resort of a lusa  only a out one hour from ene a airport and a out  minutes from the eautiful la eside town of 

nnecy

our edrooms | four athrooms | home cinema | indoor ele ator | uilt-in car wash station | wine cellar | ids hangout area

A STUNNING FIVE STAR INVESTMENT 
CHALET IN A PRIVATE ENCLAVE

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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CHAMONIX, HAUTE SAVOIE, FRANCE €1,720,000

 e edroom chalet a stone s throw from the rand ontets ca le car  The chalet is located in the illage of rgenti re down a uiet road  

ituated in a large  secluded plot it is surrounded y mature trees and a south-facing garden  rom the large garden and the alconies it is possi le to 

en oy the ont lanc range of mountains

i e edrooms | three athrooms | li ing space with open re | wine cellar | oot room | garage

A FIVE BEDROOM CHALET A STONE’S  
THROW FROM THE GRAND MONTETS

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King  
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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HAUTE-SAVOIE, FRANCE PRICE ON APPLICATION

Originally a village farmhouse, Maison Badney was renovated in 2010 to the highest standard using quality materials and sympathetic design. 
This spacious property offers luxury accommodation including generous recreational space and features an open-plan area on the top floor with  
extensive views.

Eight bedrooms | eight bathrooms | TV room/separate sitting room | sauna with treatment room

LUXURIOUS COMFORT IN 
THE GRAND MASSIF

winkworth-international.com

+44 (0)20 7870 7181 | David King 
dking@winkworth.com | @Winkworth_Int
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See things differently.

Looking to buy, sell, rent or let?
We’re your direct link to local & global.
Visit us at: winkworth.co.uk
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Winkworth office directory

A guide to all the Winkworth offices

London Offices

London Central

Clerkenwell & City 67, Farringdon Road, London, EC1M 3JB clerkenwell@winkworth.co.uk 020–7405 1288 (SALES)
020–7405 1266 (LETTINGS)
020–7691 4260 (MNGT)

Kensington 118, Kensington Church Street, London, W8 4BH kensington@winkworth.co.uk 020–7727 1500

Knightsbridge & Chelsea 289, Brompton Road, London, SW3 2DY knightsbridge@winkworth.co.uk 020–7589 6616 

Marylebone 79, Marylebone Road, London, W1U 2PX marylebone@winkworth.co.uk 020–7467 5770

Notting Hill 178, Westbourne Grove, London, W11 2RH nottinghill@winkworth.co.uk 020–7727 3227

Paddington & Bayswater 9, Spring Street, London, W2 3RA bayswater@winkworth.co.uk 020–7262 2900

Pimlico & Westminster 31, Belgrave Road, London, SW1V 1RB pimlico@winkworth.co.uk 020–7828 1786

South Kensington 123a, Gloucester Road, London, SW7 4TE southkensington@winkworth.co.uk 020–7373 5052 (SALES) 
020–7370 6767 (LETTINGS)

St John’s Wood 103-104, St John’s Wood Terrace, London, NW8 6PL stjohnswood@winkworth.co.uk 020–7586 7001

West End 55, New, Oxford Street, London, WC1A 1BS westend@winkworth.co.uk 020–7240 3322 (SALES) 
020–7240 3337 (LETTINGS)

London West

Chiswick 269, Chiswick High Road, London, W4 4PU chiswick@winkworth.co.uk 020–8994 7096 

Ealing & Acton 5-6, Station Buildings, Uxbridge Road, London, W5 3NU ealing@winkworth.co.uk 020–8896 0123

Fulham & Parsons Green 40, New King’s Road, London, SW6 4ST fulham@winkworth.co.uk 020–7731 3388 (SALES) 
020–7736 8410 (LETTINGS)

Hammersmith 129, Shepherd’s Bush Road, London,W6 7LP hammersmith@winkworth.co.uk 020–7371 4466

Kensal & Queen’s Park Unit 2, Bridge House, Chamberlayne Road, London, NW10 3NR kensalrise@winkworth.co.uk 020–8960 4947

North Kensington 141, Ladbroke Grove, London, W10 6HJ northkensington@winkworth.co.uk 020–7792 5000

Shepherd’s Bush 97, Uxbridge Road, London, W12 8NL shepherdsbush@winkworth.co.uk 020–8735 3266 (SALES) 
020–8735 3255 (LETTINGS)

London South

Barnes 2, Barnes High Street, London, SW13 9LB barnes@winkworth.co.uk 020–8255 0088 (SALES)
020–8878 7966 (LETTINGS)

Battersea 207-217, Lavender Hill, London, SW11 5SD battersea@winkworth.co.uk 020–7228 9265

Beckenham 127, High Street, Kent, BR3 1AG beckenham@winkworth.co.uk 020–8650 1000

Blackheath 5, Blackheath Village, Blackheath, London, SE3 9LA blackheath@winkworth.co.uk 020–8852 0999

Clapham 16, The Polygon, London, SW4 0JG clapham@winkworth.co.uk 020–7498 8600 

Cheam 45-47, Station Way, Cheam Village, Surrey, SM3 8SD cheam@winkworth.co.uk 020–8770 7766

Chislehurst 16, High Street, Chislehurst, Kent, BR7 5AN chislehurst@winkworth.co.uk 020–8285 5099

Crystal Palace 45-47, Westow Hill, Crystal Palace, London, SE19 1TS crystalpalace@winkworth.co.uk 020–8655 9530

Dulwich 97, Lordship Lane, London, SE22 8HU dulwich@winkworth.co.uk 020–8299 2722

Forest Hill 11, Dartmouth Road, Forest Hill, London, SE23 3HN foresthill@winkworth.co.uk 020–8613 0775

Greenwich 279-283, Greenwich High Road, London, SE10 8NB greenwich@winkworth.co.uk 020–3053 3033

Herne Hill 236, Railton Road, London, SE24 0JT hernehill@winkworth.co.uk 020–7501 8950

Kennington 299, Kennington Road, London, SE11 4QE kennington@winkworth.co.uk 020–7587 0600

New Cross 157, New Cross Road, London, SE14 5DG newcross@winkworth.co.uk 020–7277 7298

Putney 196, Uppr, Richmond Road, London, SW15 2SH putney@winkworth.co.uk 020–8788 9295

Richmond 5, Westminster House, Kew Road, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 2ND richmond@winkworth.co.uk 020–8940 9986

Southfields 241, Wimbledon Park Road, Southfields, London, SW18 5RJ southfields@winkworth.co.uk 020–8877 1000

Streatham 22, Streatham High Road, London, SW16 1DB streatham@winkworth.co.uk 020–8769 6699

Surrey Quays First Floor Unit, Surre, Quays Shopping Centre, Redriff Road, London,SE16 7LL surreyquays@winkworth.co.uk 020–7237 9119

Tooting 17, Upper Tooting Road, London, SW17 7TS tooting@winkworth.co.uk 020–8767 5221
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Country Offices (UK)

Winkworth office directory
West Norwood 28, Knights Hill, West Norwood, London, SE27 0HY westnorwood@winkworth.co.uk 020–8670 0035

Wimbledon 37, Church Road, London, SW19 5DQ wimbledon@winkworth.co.uk 020–8946 2930

Worcester Park 33, Brabham Court, Central Road, Worcester Park, Surrey, KT4 8EG worcesterpark@winkworth.co.uk 020–8335 5555

London North

Barnet 35, High Street, Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 5UW barnet@winkworth.co.uk 020–8447 5656

Borehamwood & Elstree 56, Shenley Road, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire, WD6 1DS borehamwood@winkworth.co.uk 020–8953 8899

Crouch End 12, Broadway, Parade,Tottenham Lane, London, N8 9DE crouchend@winkworth.co.uk 020–8342 9999

Enfield 6, The Town, Enfield, London,EN2 6LE enfield@winkworth.co.uk 020–8366 5778

Finchley 364, Regent, Park Road, London, N3 2LJ finchley@winkworth.co.uk 020–8349 3388

Golders Green 891, Finchley Road, London, NW11 8RR goldersgreen@winkworth.co.uk 020–8458 8313

Harringay 10-11, Grand Parade, Green Lanes, London, N4 1JX harringay@winkworth.co.uk 020–8800 5151 

Harrow 144, Station Road, Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 2RH harrow@winkworth.co.uk 020–8861 3933 

Hendon 49, Brent Street, London, NW4 2EA hendon@winkworth.co.uk 020–8202 1031

Highbury 106, Highbury Park, London, N5 2XE highbury@winkworth.co.uk 020–7989 7000

Highgate 36, Highgate High Street, London,N6 5JG highgate@winkworth.co.uk 020–8341 1988 

Islington 65, Upper Street, London, N1 0NY islington@winkworth.co.uk 020–7354 2480

Kentish Town 306, Kentish Town Road, London, NW5 2TH kentishtown@winkworth.co.uk 020–7485 9210

Palmers Green 393, Green Lanes, London, N13 4JG palmersgreen@winkworth.co.uk 020–8920 9900

Totteridge & Whetstone 42, Totteridge Lane, London, N20 9QJ totteridge@winkworth.co.uk 020–8492 2399

Willesden Green 90, Walm Lane, Willesden Green, London, NW2 4QY willesden@winkworth.co.uk 020–8451 1000

London East

Bow 429, Roman Road, London, E3 5LX bow@winkworth.co.uk 020–8981 6776

Hackney 17, Lower Clapton Road, London, E5 0NS hackney@winkworth.co.uk 020–8986 4216

Shoreditch 216, Brick Lane, London, E1 6SA shoreditch@winkworth.co.uk 020–7749 7650

South Woodford & Wanstead 76, George Lane, South Woodford, London, E18 1JJ woodford@winkworth.co.uk 020–8989 8998

Walthamstow & Leyton 250, Hoe Street, Walthamstow, London, E17 3AX walthamstow@winkworth.co.uk 020–8509 9170 

Country House Department London office

Mayfair 11, Berkeley Street, Mayfair, London, W1J 8DS countryhouse@winkworth.com 020–7871 0589

Bath and North East 
Somerset

Bath 1, Wood Street, Bath,Bath and North East Somerset,BA1 2JQ bath@winkworth.co.uk 01225 829000 (SALES)
01225 829009 (LETTINGS)

Berkshire

Newbury 50b, Northbrook Street, Newbury,Berkshire,RG14 1DT newbury@winkworth.co.uk 01635 552552

Buckinghamshire

Beaconsfield 46, London, End, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire, HP9 2JH beaconsfield@winkworth.co.uk 01494 677978 

Cambridgeshire

Market Deeping 5a, High Street, Market Deeping, Cambridgeshire, PE6 8ED marketdeeping@winkworth.co.uk 01778 347098

Devon

Exeter 23, Southernhay West, Exeter, Devon, EX1 1PR exeter@winkworth.co.uk 01392 271177

Dorset

Highcliffe 279, Lymington Road, Highcliffe, Dorset, BH23 5EB highcliffe@winkworth.co.uk 01425 270055

Penn Hill 135, Penn Hill Avenue, Lower, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset, BH14 9LY pennhill@winkworth.co.uk 01202 733000

Southbourne 29, Southbourne, Grove, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH6 3QT southbourne@winkworth.co.uk 01202 434365

Westbourne 77, Poole Road, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH4 9BB westbourne@winkworth.co.uk 01202 767633

East Sussex

Brighton & Hove 32, Church Road, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 2FN brightonhove@winkworth.co.uk 01273 772175

Forest Row The Square, Lewes Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5HA forestrow@winkworth.co.uk 01342 822255 

Lewes 23, High Street, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2LU lewes@winkworth.co.uk 01273 471471

Hampshire

Basingstoke Keel House, 10B, Church Street, Hampshire, RG21 7QE basingstoke@winkworth.co.uk 01256 811730 
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Overseas Offices

International Residential
Mayfair 11, Berkeley Street, Mayfair, London, W1J 8DS international@winkworth.com 020–7870 7181

India
Bangalore 13/3, Lavelle Road, 1st Cross, Bangalore, Karnataka, 560001 vsn@winkworth.co.in 00 91 80 6704 9999

International Developments
West End 55, New, Oxford Street, London, WC1A 1BS international@winkworth.co.uk 0845 251 9000

Spain
Guadalmina (Andalucia) Urb.Guadalmina Alta, C.C. Guadalmina 4, Local 12, San Pedro de Alcantara,  

29678 Marbella, Malaga
info@winkworth.es 0034 952 880 941

Portugal
Carvoeiro Urbanizacao Colina Verde, Lote 11, Loja D, Praia do Carvoeiro, Algarve, 8400-569 carvoeiro@winkworth.pt 00 351 282 356 952

Praia da Luz/ Lagos Rua 1 de Maio No 2, Loja C, Praia da Luz , Algarve , 8600-172 lagos@winkworth.pt 00 351 913 469 016

Petersfield 26, High Street, Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 3JL petersfield@winkworth.co.uk 01730 267274

Romsey 18, Market Place, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 8NA romsey@winkworth.co.uk 01794 511911

Winchester 2, Black Swan Buildings, Southgate Street, Winchester, Hampshire, SO23 9DT winchester@winkworth.co.uk 01962 866777

Hertfordshire

London Colney 162, High Street, London Colney, Hertfordshire, AL2 1QF londoncolney@winkworth.co.uk 01727 228 282

St Albans 10, High Street, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 4EL stalbans@winkworth.co.uk 01727 844330

Kent

Canterbury Albert House, 14, St. John’s Lane, Kent, CT1 2QG canterbury@winkworth.co.uk 01227 456645

Tunbridge Wells 47, High Street, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN1 1XL twells@winkworth.co.uk 01892 519600

Lincolnshire

Bourne 6, West Street, Bourne, Lincolnshire, PE10 9NE bourne@winkworth.co.uk 01778 392807

Grantham 4, Finkin Street, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6QZ grantham@winkworth.co.uk 01476 578888

Lincoln 38-39, Silver Street, Lincoln, LN2 1EU lincoln@winkworth.co.uk 01522 531321

Sleaford 3, Northgate, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, NG34 7BH sleaford@winkworth.co.uk 01529 303377

Northamptonshire

Northampton 8, George Row, Northampton, NN1 1DF northampton@winkworth.co.uk 01604 824854

Nottinghamshire

Newark 23, Bridge Street, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1EE newark@winkworth.co.uk 01636 611666

Oxfordshire

Oxford 276, Banbury Road, Oxford, OX21 7ED oxford@winkworth.co.uk 01865 511333

Surrey  

Cobham 15, Between Streets, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 1AA cobham@winkworth.co.uk 01932 867002

Farnham 99, West Street, Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7EN farnham@winkworth.co.uk 01252 733042

Guildford 1, Epsom Road, Guildford, Surrey, GU1 3JT guildford@winkworth.co.uk  01483 339977

Weybridge 42, High Street, Weybridge, Surrey, KT13 8AB weybridge@winkworth.co.uk 01932 834661

West Sussex

Worthing 13, Chatsworth Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 1LY worthing@winkworth.co.uk 01903 216219

Wiltshire

Devizes Winkworth House, 4-5, Market Place, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 1HT devizes@winkworth.co.uk 01380 729777

Ramsbury 7, The Square, Ramsbury, Wiltshire, SN8 2PE ramsbury@winkworth.co.uk 01672 552777

Salisbury The Brewery House, 36, Milford Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP1 2AP salisbury@winkworth.co.uk 01722 443000
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Surrey, excess £4 million
Stanyards, Chobham
Ten bedrooms, private 
lake, 8 acres
Winkworth Guildford 
(01483 339977)
Originally dating from the 
Victorian era, this elegant 
country house was once home 
to Constantine II of Greece 

and his wife, Queen Anne-Marie. Deposed by a military coup 
in 1967, they fled to Britain, buying Stanyards in 1974 and 
living there before moving to Hampstead. They added a few 
touches to the interiors, including a magnificent pink marble 
fireplace in the drawing room and an extra-long bathtub in 
the master bathroom, which are still in place today.
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Take five properties

Carla Passino takes a peek at five magnificent country houses that are filled  
with charming period character

At home with history

Lincolnshire, £1.85 million
Ashby Hall, Ashby De La Launde
Eight bedrooms, staff flat
Winkworth Grantham (01476 578888)
Grade II*-listed Ashby Hall has been towering over 
the lake at the edge of the village of Ashby De La Launde 
for more than 940 years. Mentioned in Domesday, 
the house was rebuilt over the centuries, using the 
Norman foundations. The Georgian remodelling 
gave Ashby Hall a new stone cladding in Ancaster 
ashlar, large windows and a striking plaster ceiling 
in the ballroom. The house’s history is as rich as its 
architecture—it has been home not only to Norman 
lords, but also to a staunch supporter of Oliver 
Cromwell and, in 1942, to the 609 Flying Squadron 
(White Rose), which fought in the Battle of Britain.

Wiltshire, £1.35 million
The Manor House, 
Downton
Five bedrooms, trad-
itional barn, 1.8 acres
Winkworth Devizes 
(01380 729777)
The Manor House once played 
host to Elizabeth I. The Queen 
had gifted the house, origi-
nally built in 850 as a chapel, first to Thomas Wilkes, Clerk 
to the Privy Council, then to Sir Walter Raleigh, whom she 
visited in 1586. The Raleigh coat of arms still graces the 
drawing-room fireplace—one of the many interesting details 
in this spectacular Grade I-listed home. An ancillary cottage 
is available for sale by separate negotiation.

Bath, £2.6 million
Osborne House, 
Bathampton Lane
Six bedrooms, coach 
house, lawned gardens
Winkworth Bath (01225 
829000)
Set at the edge of the  
city, Grade II-listed Osborne 
House was built in Regency 

style in about 1825, just five years after George IV ascended 
to the throne. The Bath-stone façade, embellished by  
a wrought-iron portico, sets an elegant tone. This is matched 
inside by attractive interiors that retain many original  
features, including period plasterwork, panelled doors and 
sash windows with shutters.

Hampshire, £1.15 million
Flood Street Farm, 
Breamore
Four bedrooms, country 
views, 1.4 acres
Winkworth Romsey 
(01794 511911)
This pretty, 16th-century 
cottage is full of period 
charm. The thoughtfully 
renovated interior makes the most of original details such as 
the ancient oak front door and the magnificent inglenook 
fireplace in the panoramic sitting room. Outside, a 350-year-
old oak surveys the lovely grounds. The cottage comes with 
1.4 acres of land and, in addition, another 1.85 acres are 
leased at a peppercorn rent from the Breamore estate.
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See things differently.

Looking to buy, sell, rent or let?
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…and walks out with a house in the country.
Not very funny. But then it’s not a joke. With 

more of ces in ondon than any other estate 

agency and an ever-expanding country 

network, it’s a reality at Winkworth.

Winkworth. See things differently.

winkworth.co.uk

A MAN WALKS  
INTO AN ESTATE 
AGENCY IN LONDON
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